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{Written for the Therapeutic Gazctte.] 
Elixirs. 


By W. T. Thackeray, M. D., Philadelphia 


N the April number of the Gazerre I introduced 
the subject of elixirs from a new standpoint, 
accepting it as true that they form very useful 
class of mecicaments, that 
should be enhanced, by making them  officinal 
the coming U. S. Pharmacopoeia, but with 
proviso, that only those which can stand the 
of actual therapeutic value. should be so honored. 


, Pa. 


a 


and their usefulness 

in 
the 
test 


I propose in this article to show the inconsistency 
of some of the leading compound elixirs, and the 
inaccuracy of others, which are manufactured and 
sold to the profession an: to the public, and how both 
the profession. and the laity have allowed the phar- 
macist to ‘‘play upon their weaknesses and pander 
to their whims and prejudices.” 

The Preparations which I have for examination, 
were purchased from a reputable wholesale house, 
and were received by me in unbroken one pint 
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other 
since their receipt, solely 
under my at first thought pub- 
lish the names of the manufacturers of each article 


the sz 
and have been, 


prickages, ame as would be sold to any 
customer, 
own charge. I to 


examined, but upon reconsideration I concluded to 
place the advertised contents with a number, and 
it is not unlikely that some of them may be re- 
cognized, even under this disguise. 

The first article that I have examined is the 
elixir of pepsin, bismuth and strychnia, and I give 
of my rough qualitative analysis 
that the comparison may be 


the results in 
tabular form 


easily made. 


more 


hat No. 


pooh aan the 


It will be obs:rvel in the following table, 
4 which makes the least claim, 
most. but it will also be that before the 
work of the pepsin could done, the bismuth 
was precipitated and the elixir rendered strongly 
acid. 

I have heard it remarked by physicians. in refer- 
that “it makes differ- 
as to the objections offered, that the fact re- 
mains, the elixir is a good one therapeutically.” If 
they wou!'d consider the matter, they weuld realize 
the fact that there is strychnia present in the 


noticed 
be 


ence to this preparation, no 


ence, 
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mixture, and it has been proven beyond cavil, that 
nux vomica in any form, is one of the best of 
tonics for the digestive organs; then why. not 
separate the useful from the worthless, and pre- 
scribe the elixir of strychnia, which can be made 
honestly, and is a constant preparation ? 

These remarks and analyses will apply to all the 
Elixirs which contain Pepsin and Bismuth in com- 
bination, and I have examined the Elixir of Cali- 
saya, Iron and Bismuth with Pepsin, the Elixir of 
Pepsin and Bismuth, and the Elixir of Pepsin, Bis- 
muth and Quinine. 





phate of iron, eight grains phosphate of quinine, 
and one-eight of a grain of phosphate of strychnia. 
I have no doubt as to the truthfulness of the label, 
as I have never yet seen an elixir containing these 
ingredients in this proportion that would not form 
the crystals mentioned, and the best evidence of 
the honesty of the manufacturer is the unsightly 
appearance of the preparation. 

No. 2. Is a slightly yellow liquid with a heavy 
white precipitate in the bottom, and a very sweet 
taste. 

It is sufficient to say of this mixture, that, although 





























No. 1 No. 2 | No. 3 
Pepsin. 40 grains. 40 grains. | 40 gra'ns. 20 grains. 
In each fluid ounce. Bismuth. 8 grains. 8 grains. | 8 grains. 8 grains. 
Strychnia. 8-60 grain. 8-75 grain. | 8-75 grain. 8-100 grain. 
s -. cae a | sana Pee | | 
Color. Port wine. Sherry wine. | Amber. | Light straw. 
| | | 
—_— Bitter w with strong Bitter with | Sweet with strong Bitter with 
ba | burnt sugar flavor. burnt sugar tlavor. a flavor. | slight animal taste. 


Reaction. | Neutral. 


Neutral. 


Strongly acid. Neutral. 








Treated with H, Cl. 


Treated with Na. Cl 
and treated with ammonia. 


albumen with 120 WM of the 
elixir, 10 hours at 110° F. 


Slight precipitate. 


Slight precipitate. 


No precipitate. | Heavy precipitate. 





| Slight precipitate. Slight precipitate. 








aoe a 
Digested 30 grs. coagulated a 
| 
| 


y rrs. b > . 
Digested 30 grs. broiled beef, No change. 
same circumstances. | 


Slight change in 
structure, no loss in 
weight. 


| 

albumen | 

and 5 ™ 3) 
fort »hrs. | 


Digested 30 grs. coag 
with 120 Wt of elixir 
(HO) H. Cl. at rr0°F. 


. a it | 
Solids by precipitation. 14% grains to 1 ounce. | 
| 


Solids by evaporation. | 74% grains to 1 ounce. | 


Wine and Glycerole of Pepsin pre- 
scribed with hydrochloric or dilute nitro- 
hydrochloric acid will, if my experiments with 
them prove anything, act as well as the Pepsin in 
but even they are worthless without the 


The Elixir, 
dilute 


substance, 
acid. 
The next article which I have for examination 
“the Elixir of Iron, Quinine and Strychnia 
Phosphates, and of these I have five samples, two 
from the house numbered four; and I shall only 
speak of this preparation from the objective ap- 
pearance that it presents in the different packages. 
No. 1. Is a clear greenish-colored liquid with a 
accumulation of crystals the bottom of 
bottle—these somewhat resemble 
and 


is 


heavy in 
the 


chamomile 


crystals 
appearance, 
proves them to consist of the triple salt of Iron, 
Quinine and Strychnia, Phosphates. This firm say 
‘“‘we claim no proprietorship for this preparation: 
Our only claim is the superior quality of materials 
and the skill and with which our 


flowers in 


used, accuracy 


preparations are manufactured’; they also claim 
that each fluid ounce contains sixteen grains phos- 


Slight change in 
structure, loss in 
weight % grain. 


12 grains to 1 ounce. 


70 grains to 1 ounce. 


analysis | 


} 
No change No change. No change. 
| | 
| 
| No change. | No change. No change. 





| 
| Very slight change in 
structure.no loss in 
weight. 


Marked change in 
structure, loss in weight 
4 grains. 





3% grains to r ounce. 1514 grains to 1 ounce. 


grains to r ounce. 6c grains to r ounce. 


72 





the label claims one grain of phosphate of iron, one- 
half a grain of phosphate of quinia, and one-sixty- 
fourth of a grain of phosphate of strychnia to each 
fluidrachm, it has none of the characteristics of the 
Elixirs of the Phosphates of Iron, Quinine and 
Strychnia. 

No. 3. Is a perfectly clear, limpid fluid with a 
very slightly bitter taste, heayily flavored with 
orange. The formula upon the label claims four 
grains each of phosphate of iron and phosphate of 
quinia, and one-eight of a grain of the phosphate 
of strychnia in each fluidounce. Some slight 
feathery crystals of quinia indicate that this is a 
badly made elixir, as it is possible hold this 
amount in perfect solution. 


to 


No. 4. Is to all intents and purposes a counter- 
part of No. 1 and the same remarks will apply to 
it, excepting that the manufacturer is not so egotis- 
tical in his claims. 

No. 4 (a sccond sample) is a greenish yellow and 
perfectly clear liquid, with a very bitter taste, and 
is a beautiful preparation. This claims upon the label, 
eight grains of phosphate of iron, four grains of 
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phosphate of quinine, and eight-sixtieth of a grain 
of phosphate of strychnia in each fluid ounce, and 
as it was the only preparation that was worthy of 
a quantitative analysis I had it examined by a com- 
petent chemist, and with the following results: 
Solids 216.607 
Menstruum 783.393 of which 21.6 per cent. is alcohol. 
The solids contain 
Saccharine matter 191.237 
Phosphate of Iron 16.666 
Phosphate of Quinia 8.333 
Phosphate of Strychnia_ .371 
This result was not unexpected, as I had pre- 
pared an elixir after the same general formula, be- 
fore writing my first article, and it has remained 
perfect until this date, now over two months; it is 
only pleasant however to the sight and smell, its 
taste being intensely bitter, as all honestly made 
preparations containing this proportion of quinine 
and strychnine must necessarily be. 





[Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 
Lecture on Cathartics. 





Delivered before the Class in the University of Pennsylvania, by the 
late Joseph Carson, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Phar- 
macy. Abstract Report by Charles H. Miller, M. D., 
Peabody, Kansas, Class of '75. 





ATHARTICS are those substance which oper- 

ate on the bowels, producing an increase in 
frequency and amount of the alvine evacuations. 
They operate on the intestinal canal and the glands 
which empty into it ; the intestinal canal consisting 
of mucous membrane, cellular tissue, glandular 
tissue and muscular tissue. The fibres of the 
muscular coat are of two kinds, and produce the 
peristaltic action of the canal. This action is per- 
fect ; circulatory ; lifting. Upon the exterior of the 
intestines is the peritoneal coat. Two large 
organs empty into the canal, the liver and pan- 
creas. 



































No. 1. | No. 2. | No. 3 | No. 4. No. 5 
| 
| | | 
Beef, virtues of 2 ounces. 1 ounce. 2 ounces. 2 ounces. 2 ounces. 
Citrate of Iron and ammon. 4grains. | 4 grains. } 4 grains. 4 grains. } 4 grains. 
Sherry Wine. 1 ounce, | 1 ounce. | I ounce. 1 ounce. | 1ounce. 
| | | 
Color. Dark wine. | Mud. | Dark sherry. | Dark wine. | Light sherry. 
se Orange and r : | Sweet, | ——s" | aera 
Taste. burnt sugar. | Sweet mawkish. | sweet orange. | Mawkish. Very sweet. 
oe ee 
Smell. Orange. Syrupy. | Orange. | Mawkish. | Orange flower. 
} 
| —$—$—$—_— 
ane | | ae GEN ’ 
Extractive 53 grains. 69 grains. | 60 7-10 grains. | 63% grains. | 52 grains. 
: ; | , 
4° grains. | 32 grains. | 34 grains. 
| 





Of which there is sugar. 22 grains. | 48 grains. 








The third and last class of samples that I have 
for examination, is Beef, Iron and Wine, and I 
have specimens from five houses, four in the order 
already mentioned and one that has not before ap- 
peared in this paper. 

These I also give in tabular form as being more con- 
venient. Granting that the four grains of ammonia 
citrate of iron is in each of the mixtures, there will 
be left for the beef extract, in No. 1, 27 grains, 
No. 2, 17 grains, No. 3, 16 7-10 grains, No. 4, 
27 grains and in No. 5, 14 grains. Prof. Liebig’s 
extract of beef claims to contain in each pound the 
constituents of from thirty-four to thirty-six pounds 
of the finest beef, exclusive of fat and bone. Taking 
the average at thirty-five pounds there would be 
twenty-seven and four-tenth grains to each two 
ounces of beef, of the above preparations. Nos. 1, 
2 and 4 are the only ones that fulfill the contract 
of their labels, as compared with Prof. Liebig’s 
announcement. No. 2, however, is such a vile com- 
pound that it is not worthy to be classed as even 
a decent pharmaceutical preparation. 

So far as the real therapeutic virtues are con- 
cerned this failure causes no loss in value to the 
Preparations, as the wine and iron would be equally 
effective without the extract, which experiment has 
demonstrated to be destitute of the nutritive pro- 
perties of beef, but, it is an evidence of a decep- 
tion practiced, which is inexcusable, and it is to 
avoid the possibility of such deceit that I desire a 


national Standard, and to that end I have - written 
these articles. 





The first effect is upon the peristaltic action 
quickening it; secondary, upon the liver and 
pancreas. All act to increase the intestinal juice 
and thus produce purgation. This juice is an alka- 
line material; acts upon digestion; works upon 
the oily matters, making them into soap; is anala- 
gous to the saliva. Manna, rhubarb, and sulphur 
act simply on the peristaltic movement, quicken- 
ing it. Others act on the muscular coat, as gam- 
boge, the neutral salts, and such; they sweep the 
alimentary canal, operating throughout the entire 
tract. Some on the lower portion, as aloes. Rhu- 
barb affects the colon; is slow in operation. Mag- 
nesia impresses the duodenum. Calomel acts npon 
the upper part of the alimentary canal and on the 
secretions; has a selective force; is insoluble. 
No secretion of bile in constipation, 


As a secondary effect of cathartics may also be 
mentioned their action on the lungs, pleura, brain, 
pericardium, heart. ‘‘ To purge is to bleed” is an 
old adage. They induce a decided impression ; 
drastics if. they produce irritation; hydrogogues if 
they bring on watery discharges; cholagogues if 
they act on the liver; phlegmagogues if they pro- 
duce much phlegm. One may be turned into the 
other by modifying the dose. 


Purgatives not employed in inflammatory condi- 
tions of the alimentary canal, as in typhoid fever, 
A certain degree of irritation necessary to proper 
action of the intestines. They produce their pecu- 
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liar effect irrespective of the manner in which 
they are introduced; by injection into the veins, 
rectum; by absorption through the skin; always 
finding their way to the alimentary canal. 
Anything that disturbs the mind affects the intes- 
tinal canal, as fear, joy, the moral emotions, dis- 
quietude of mind from any source; also nervous 
agencies, as eleciricily. 
' An 


there is 


daily, at 


condition exists where 
not an evacuation of the bowels once 
least. Where there is loss of appetite, indisposi- 
tion, feebleness, suggestive of constipation, purge ; 


unnatural 


also in congestion of the brain. 

Fecal matters produce irritation and prutrefac- 
tion, if too long retained. Colicky pains mav be duc 
to detention of food; rest for the patient: relieve 
pain first; give a dose of morphia or laudanum, 
and then employ purgatives. 

The introduction of tobacco-smoke 
tum has been productive of good results in consti- 
pation of the habitual kind. It produces relaxation 
of the intestinal walls. Sulphate of quinine occa 
sionally purges if given in large 
where there is an irritable condition of alimentary 
canal. 

Such .purgatives as act on the whole tract act 


into the rec- 


quantities o1 


rapidly. Aloes act slowly, requiring twenty-four 
hours. 

The secondary effects of all purgation, as has 
already been said, are upon the system at large, 
depleting and diminishing the circulation. Funce- 
tional engorgement relieved in this way; checks 
the perspiration; induces a suppression of it: 
relieves the skin of its functional activity. The 
osmotic action quickened by purgatives; they arc 
occasionally the best diaphoretics; antagonize 


diuretics, 

Primary indication for cathartics thorough cleans- 
of alimentary canal Gases of a 
character may collect in this tube, as sulphuret of 


ing noxious 
hydrogen, capable of being absorbed, and thereby 
producing a poisonous effect upon the blood ; giv- 
ing rise to serious affections, as typhus and typhoid 
Be careful 
this putrefaction and fermentation by 
the foulness of breath so 


fevers. to avoid, as much as possible, 


retention of 
fecal matters; produces 
often met with in persons suffering from constipa 


tion. Diarrhoea is also frequently caused by con- 


stipation. Has its origin in fecal irritation. The 
only way to meet the indications is to purge. 


Castor oil or blue mass will here be of benefit. 
Children liable to constipation from gormandiz 


ing It is this constipation which is so often mis- 
taken for worms. Calomel followed by rhubarb. 
indicated. In the treatment of dysentery purga- 


tives are also necessary. Employ the saline cathar- 
The disease may occasionally be 
cut short by these remedies. In the early treat- 
ment of peritonitis and enteritis purgation may be 


tics and opiates. 


of great benefit: a good dose of castor oil for in- 
Pregnant women are generally great suf 
ferers from constipation; keep the bowels regular 


stance, 


‘in these cases by the administration of gentle ca. 
thartics. Peritonilis may thus oftentimes be avoided 
Chlorosis most always benefited by the employ- 
ment of purgatives before iron. In anzmia iroz 
will o‘ten have no effect until purgation has been 
induced. In diseases of the lungs as in pneumo- 
nia, it is also essentially necessary to keep the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








bowels open, otherwise the loaded bowels may 
press upon the diaphragm and cause additional 
oppression in breathing. 

Purgation by way of depletion—in inflammatory 
stages—is the safest way of taking blood. Cathar. 
‘ics much superior to leeches or biood-letting as 
deple'ory agents; of value in rheumatism, there. 
fore efficacy of Scuddamore’s gout mixture; in inter- 
mittent and remittent fevers before the employ- 
ment of the bark ; in typhoid fever by castor oil, 
moderately or by enemata; also in the eruptive 
fevers. 

Purgatives may often be employed as revulsives, 
as in the treatment of inflammation of the lungs, liver, 
spleen, etc. For this purpose use hydrogogue ca- 
thartics. It is entirely safe to produce revulsion in 
this way. It may be of decided benefit in some chronic 
affections, as in hip-joint Dr. Physick 
treated coxalgia in this way, using the compound 
powder of jalap for this purpose, twenty grains 
once daily, repeating the action frequently ; acted 
as a seaton in the bowels. 

Another indication for purgation is to promote 
by cleansing the bow- 


disease. 


secretion ; modus operandi, 
els For this purpose such articles as are 
‘searching ' In all surgical diseases the bowels 
should be strictly inquired into. When the tongue 
is furred or coated, appetite lost, stomach or breath 
foul, or where there is peculiar taste in the mouth, 
A proper sort 
of diet is also useful in cleansing the tongue. 

The bile the natural coloring agent of the alvine 
discharges. The of the stools indicates 
the nature of the secretion. Natural color of fecal 
consistence soft; pultaceous ; 


use 


cathartics a!most always ind cated. 


character 


matter, light-brown ; 
peculiar odor. Deficiency of bile produces a yel- 
low stool. A white appearance of the faces is an 
evidence that the biliary matters are not present. 
Iron blackens the feces. 

The kidneys 
properly in constipation ; urine scanty, high colored. 
Another use for cathartics is to promote absorp- 
tion. Derive extra advantage by combination. 
Osmosis takes place. Some determine to the uterus, 
as aloes, and a few others acting as emmenagogues. 

Habitual use of purgatives highly improper; lose 
The alimentary canal 


do not perform their functions 


their power by repetition. 


becomes tolerant of them. Under such circum- 
slances they are most pernicious. Strongly contra- 
indicated in inflammation of the bowels, hemor- 


rhoids, menstrual flux and debility of the system. 
Laxatives now come into service; regulation of 
diet and habits necessary ; especially so in irertia of 
alimentary canal superinduccd by the too careless 
use of purgatives. Alteratives and tonics must 
now be employed to correct this condition, Nitro- 
benefit here. Iron in 
tonics, nux vomica or 
arouse mus-: 


muriatic acid is of decided 
connection with the bitter 
strychnia, may also be employed 


to 


cular debility. 

An immense advantage gained by combination, 
as, for instance, the compound cathartic pill. 
Aromatics to relieve the griping tendency, as Car- 
damon, fennel sced, caraway; narcotics for pain, 
as extract of hyoscyamus, extract of conium, etc.; 
alkalies in connection with resins, aS soap, neu- 
tralize the resinous matter. 

In- order to promote the 
diluent drinks are necessary, 


action of purgatives 
as flax-seed tea, bar- 
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ley water with a little sugar or lemon.juice, mo- 
lasses and water, gruel, chicken broth, soups, etc 

If cathartics act inordinately they produce hyper 
citharsis ; opium may be employed to check thi: 
condition. 

The laxative articles of diet are the fruits, bran. 
bread, etc,; they act mechanically. A good sul 
stitute for bran-bread is cracked wheat combined 
with milk and made into mush. The common 
mush and milk are an excellent laxative for children. 
Molasses in combination with mush is also laxative 
Of the fruits, apples, peaches, pears, prunes, figs. 


tamarinds, etc. Green fruits are injurious, nor 
easily digested. Stewed prunes are a good laxa- 


tive ; boiled in senna water especially so. 
aC eee een 
{Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 
Report of Three Cases of Syphilis 
Treated With Cascara Amarga. 





By S. F. Coyner, M.D, Baltimore, Md 


JERY few practitioners who have had any con 
siderable experience in the treatment of syph- 
ilis when the disease has made any great progress 
in affecting the various tissues and organs of the 
body, but have wished for some reliable vegetab'e 
agent, with which to replace mercury. /!n th 
course of time various drugs have been proposed, 
used and abandoned as unreliable, and recourse 
has again been had to mercury. During the las: 
four years a new remedy has been repeatedly 
spoken of in medical circles in Baltimore, of which 
small samples were sent by Dr. Froehling from 
Mexico. where he was then traveling; it consists of 
the bark of a tree which he describes as belong 
ing to the picramniz, and called by the natives 
cascara amarga, also Honduras bark. This rem 
edy has been used by a number of my medical 
friends and their success induced me to try it in 
the following cases, in which all my previous 
efforts had failed: 

Mr. C B. L. contracted a chancre (true Hun- 
terian) in 1863, was treated to mercurialization 
The sore healed and he was to all appearances 
cured and no secondary symptoms had made their 
appearance up to 1869. Thinking himself free 
from the consequences of the disease, Mr. L. mar. 
ried in 1870. In 1871 his wife gave birth toa 
healthy child, which lived two years and died of 
scarlet fever. Shortly after this his wife gave 
birth to twins, a boy ahd a girl, the boy, feeble 
from its birth, died at the age of two months of 
an intestinal affection. Some time previous to the 
birth of the e children secondary symptoms had 
made their appearance on the husband; his throat 
and gums were u'cerated, his hair fell out, erup 
tions on various parts of the body showed them. 
selves, &c., in fact he filled the bill of a typical 
case of secondary syphilis. About six weeks after 
the birth of the twins symptoms of syphilis made 
their appearance on the body of the girl in the 
form of blotches and ulcerations, and shortly after 
the mother began to evince symptoms of syphilitic 
poisoning. The child is now five years old, and 
since her birth she, and faiher and mother have 
been constan'ly under treatment, without any ap- 
parent benefit, until about the middle of last 
December. About this time I received from Dr. 








Frochling a few bottles of fluid extract cascara 
amarga (P., D. & Co.'s), with the request to try 
it in cases of syphilis. I at once placed all three, 
father, mother, and child, on the drug, giving the 
fither 45 drops, the mother 35 drops, and the 
chil 15 drops, 3 times a day The tonic effects 
of the drug showed themselves in less than ten 
days, and all the three patients claimed and 
showed that they felt better. They have contin: ed 
o improve, until now the mother is entirely free 
from all symptoms and traces of syphilitic poison- 
ing. The father, in whom, as I stated above, all 
the secondary symptoms had in rotation made 
heir appearance and who, when in December lst 
[ placed him on the fluid extract of cascara 
amarga, was revlly a pitiable object to behold, has 
entirely recovered with the exception of a slight 
eruption on the elbows, which, however, also 
shows signs of diminution. The child is, with the 
exception of a slight, almost imperceptible, ozana, 
entirely well, All three have gained flesh and 
heir general health leaves nothing to be desired. 
In these three cases no other remedy has been 
used, either internally nor externally, since be- 
ginning with the cascara amarga, and their condi- 
ton when beginning this treatment was such, that 
it was as a forlorn hope that I undertook this 
treatment. 

In view of the above facts I think myself justi- 
fied in crediting the caseara amarga with whatever 
good has been derived, and think this new remedy 
deserves a more extended trial. I have now sev- 
eral other patients who have been using it for 
some little time, not long enough, however, to 
have much to report, a'though all seem to be im- 
proving The first effect of the medicine seems to 
1@ a general toning up, increasing the appetite and 
digestive power. May it not be possible that 
by thus stimulating and invigorating the system 
that the drug aids it in eliminating, destroying or 
preventing the multip'ication of the syphilitic 
poison, whatever it may consist of? Experiments 
with a view to determining its’ mode of action 
would perhaps throw some light on the nature of 
the syphilitic virus itseif. 

ai 
{Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 


Wood Betony in Atonic Dyspepsia. 





By H, D. W Iliarns, M. D. 

‘ASE 1. Mr. A, xt. 33, reports himself as a 

“chronic invalid.”” Has suffered for four 
years with bronchitis and catarrh, is now very 
much emaciated, appetite poor, skin dry, tongue 
coated. memory poor, some headache, great dis- 
tress after eating. Says he feels at times ‘“‘as 
though he had swallowed a stone;” bowels con- 
stipated and at times greatly distended with flatus. 
A careful examination discovered a slight thicken- 
ing of mucous membrane of pharyngeal vault and 
posterior nares from chronicinflammation, Bronchi- 


al mucous membrane, lungs, liver and spleen, as dc- 
termined by physical examination, normal. Has 
taken quinine, iron, and stimulant tonics, but with 
little or no benefit, and is now much di-couraged, 
but on being informed that the diagnosis was 
atonic dyspepsia and was curable he seemed to 
cheer up a litule. PrescriLed fluid extract wood 
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betony 3ss in water, 20 minutes before meals and 
directed a good nutritious diet, containing a fair 
allowance of fats, or in the absence of this, cod- 
liver oil. Improvement was gradual for two weeks, 
at the end of which time the patient resumed his 
usual work, and gained during the third week five 
pounds, fourth week six pounds and from this on 
recovery was rapid. No other treatment than that 
indicated was given. The wood betony was con- 
tinued for three months and patient feels completely 
cured. Six months after close of treatment there 
is no return of former troubles. 

Case 2. Young man, et. 25, single, has been 
sick for three years during which time he has been 
treated by various physicians, visited the sea shore, 
and tried a hydropathic establishment but without 
improvement. He is now very feeble and emacia- 
ted, appetite poor, digestion slow, bowels torpid, 
pupil greatly dilated, memory poor, is nervous and 
sleepless. Admits of having practiced onanism 
several years ago but not within two years, and 
complains of complete loss of manhood, is dis- 
couraged, low spirited and fretful. 

Fluid extract wood betony, 3ss in water 20 
minutes before meals, was prescribed. This did 
not produce a sufficiently decided effect on the 
bowels to satisfy the patient and cascara sagrada, 
fluid extract, in doses of "xv in elixir of licorice, 
was ordered to be taken at bed time, a good 
nutritious diet was ordered and a marked improve- 
ment was soon noticed. Skin became clear, appetite 
improved, nervous disturbances decreased, sleep 
became natural, virility was restored and after the 
use of the wood betony for three months then 
alternately with phosphates and calisaya, for two 
months, patient was discharged cured, and now 
after several months there is no return of the 
former malady. 

Case 3. Lady, et. 56, married, health formerly 
very good, but for the past five or six years has 
suffered from indigestion and flatulence, of both 
stomach and intestines to such an extent at times 
that circulation has been interfered with; has had 
palpitation with some pain in the region of the 
heart until she now thinks she has heart disease; 
is constipated, skin sallow, appetite poor, etc., etc. 
Diagnosis, atonic dyspepsia, prescribed: 

BR Fluid ext. wood betony 3 ij 
Fluid ext. chionanthus virg, 
Fluid ext. ladies’ slipper #4  j. 

M. Sig. One-half drachm before meals. 

Improvemegpt was immediate and rapid and a 
cure resulted in somewhat shorter time than in the 
other cases. 

These are typical cases showing the efficacy of 
this agent in all cases where an atonic condition 
of the alimentary tract is found to be the primary 
disease, and I feel no hesitancy in recommending 
it to the profession as indispensable in such cases. 

ee 
[Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 
Decoction of Flaxseed in the Treatment 
of Phthisis. 


By Charles H. Miller, Peabody, Kansas. 





PROPOS of the article in the last number of 


the GAZETTE on Oleum Lini in the treatment 
of Phthisis Pulmonalis, by J. M. Blackerby, M. D., 








of Milford, Ky., I had a rather singular coinci- 
dence the other day in the report of a wonderful 
cure wrought by a drug almost similar, if not in 
form at least in therapeutic properties. I was just 
engaged in reading the article in question, when I 
was interrupted by the entrance of an old gentle- 
man who had come to consult me in reference to 
some stomach difficulty. In the course of my 
examination it was revealed that he was not only 
suffering from dyspepsia but from chronic bronchitis 
as well. Some probing into the latter affection 
brought forth the following remarkable history of 
a case and its cure: 


J. F. K., the gentleman aforesaid, is 73 years of 
age at the present writing, a native of Pennsylva- 
nia, and from the class of people known as Penn- 
sylvania German. Fifty odd years ago, when quite 
a young man, he was taken with hemorrhage from 
the lungs, after prolonged exposure from intense 


cold during an unusually severe winter. The bleed- 
ing lasted, off and on, for nearly a week, and 
reduced him considerably. After this profuse 


expectoration commenced, of solid masses of ‘‘ cor- 
ruption,” as described, smelling horribly and in 
such quantities, ofttimes, as to almost choke him 
in the efforts to bring it forth, He was suffering 
from night sweats, loss of appetite, extreme debility 
and anemia, and was preparing for the death that 
was slowly approaching, when he came across the 
remedy given above, suggested to him by an old 
Chester County Quaker, with the recommendation 
that it would cost him but little and would do him 
no harm if it did him no good. Having consulted 
a great many physicians in regard to his disease, 
all of whom pronounced it a case of phthisis, and 
none of whom seemed able to do him any permanent 
good, he consented totake anything that offered the 
slightest hope of relief, whether coming in a domes- 
tic way or not. The flaxseed decoction was there- 
fore accordingly tried. Its manner of preparation 
consisted in tying into a loosely textured bag a 
large handiul of the seeds and allowing the bag 
to boil in a vessel of boiling water until the water 
became quite frothy and syrupy in consistence. 
This was then set aside until it had cooled some- 
what, when it was strained and a sufficient quan- 
tity of honey and the good old brandy of our fore- 
fathers added to disguise the taste as much as 
possible, or in quantity to suit the whim of the 
patient. This was taken at irregular intervals 
during the day and night, in doses of a full sized 
swallow or two at a time, and in connection with 
sage-tea and beef broth. 


The treatment thus pursued seemed to work 
miracles for him. In the course of a month the 
the night sweats had almost entirely disappeared, 
the appetite had returned in a manner, and the 
expectoration was barely one-third so profuse. His 
strength had increased so much as to enable 
him to take comparatively long walks, which, 
during the summer and fall following were ex- 
tended to the woods and mountains adjacent to 
his village home, among the invigorating pines 
and mountain streams. It was more than two 
years, however, before he had regained his health 
fully. For forty years afterwards he enjoyed 
excellent health, could do as hard a day’s work as 
any of his size and age, and now, at the age of 
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nearly four score, is yet a rugged specimen of his 
race. : 

Without declaring faith in the remarkable efficacy 
of linum, either in this case or those given by Dr. 
Blackerby, I present the above for what it is worth. 





sii tocar aie 
[Written tor The Therapeutic Gazette.] 
Pulque. 





By E. E. Riopel, M. D., Detroit, Mich, 





ULQUE is the national drink of the Mexicans. 
P It is produced by the fermentation of the 
juice expressed from the central portion of the 
Maguey or Agane Americana, nat. ord. Brom- 
eliacez, sex. syst. Hexandria Monogynia. This 
plant has been considered diuretic and antisyphilitic. 
There is no authentic record as to who first made 
pulque or neutli. Many are the traditions extant 
among the Mexicans concerning its first manufac- 
turer. It seems, however, to be the more general 
belief that it was Xochitl, daughter of a nobleman 
called Papantezin, who lived in the time of Tapan- 
caltzin, eighth king of the Toltecs. From time im- 
memorial pulque has been considered to contain 
medicinal virtues in a very high degree as well as 
all the other products of the Maguey, and at’ one 
time the Maguey was even said to hold a spiritual 
life and was held in reverence. To-day pulque is 
esteemed by the ignorant classes as having a 
variety of curative powers, and physicians use it 
for its alcoholic and nutritive properties. It is held 
as a stimulant, tonic and antispasmodic. They 
recommend it to the infirm, weak, anemic and 
nursing mothers. 

Its Composition. It is obtained by fermenting the 
juice expressed from the central portion of the 
maguey plant. After expressing the juice between 
rollers, or as was formerly done by means of suc- 
tion, it is carried to the vats for fermentation. 
These vats consist of raw ox-hides loosely sus- 
pended in a strong wooden frame, with the hair 
on the outside. These hide-made vessels contain 
the cryptecoccus or ferment, which is a residuum 
of the former fermentations. After a few hours 
fermentation is fully established and the pulque is 
drawn off, always leaving a residuum in the vessel 
for the next fermentation. The liquid obtained 
from the maguey plant has a density varying from 
1.029 to 1.042 and contains in I00 parts 9.553 of 
sugar, 0.540 of gum and soluble albumen, 0.726 
salts, and 89.181 of water holding in solution 
resinous matter, fats, albuminoids, starch, dextrine 
and glucose. 

According to Don Jose Ramos, its salts contain 
potash, soda and lime in moderate proportions, 
magnesia and alumina as well as the chlorides, 
carbonates, sulphates, phosphates and silicates, hence 
the great value in which it must have been held 
in former times and in which it ought to be held 
at the present day. 

From the composition of the juice of the maguey 
one may have an idea of the therapeutic effects of 
the pulque, allowing, for the change which these 
constituents may undergo through fermentation. 
Pulque, has no definite proportion of alcohol, for 
one may readily see from the way it is manufac- 
tured that it cannot have any definite standard. It 
however contains a very small proportion of fusil 











oil, and carbonic acid in large quantities. Consider- 
ing that its manufacture is not based upon any 
standard of purity or even with ordinary care, its 
density cannot be given with any certainty, though 
it varies from 0.9943 to 1.0200 (La Esquela de med- 
icina). To-day it is attracting the attention of the 
medical fraternity because of the evil effects upon 
the liver caused by its excessive use among the 
lower classes, not, however, in the light of pulque 
as a compound, but because of the evil effects of 
the alcohol which it contains. It is therefore pro- 
posed to adopt some other form of manufacture that 
a much lower percentage of alcohol may enter into 
its composition, according to a fixed standard, and 
thus avoid the evils of alcoholism. 


—— 
[Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 


A Case of Iritis Syphilitica, Psoriasis 
Syphilitica, Treated with Cascara 
Amarga. 


By Geo. Reuling, M. D., Baltimore, Md. 


\ ITHOUT professing my entire confidence in the 

above remedy, inasmuch as my experience with 
the same has been only confined so far to a very 
few cases, I feel that the results obtained by its 
use have been of so encouraging a character, as 
to warrant, if not to demand further trials. 

The first case in which I exclusively employed 
cascara amarga was one offering the above diag- 
nosis: Mr. N. P., ext. 41, consulted me at the 
Maryland Eye and Ear Infirmary, representing all 
the characteristic symptoms of iritis syphilitica of 
the right eye and psoriasis numularis over almost 
the whole surface of his body. There were besides 
many adhesions between iris and lens capsule, a 
distinct condyloma on the outer margin of the 
pupil, its broad base extending almost to the mid- 
dle of the iritic ring and its apex nearly touching 
the descemetic membrane. The primary syphilitic 
affection dated about six months back. Evidence 
of the primary sore being still present in a per- 
forated frenum and a longitudinal cicatrix along 
the fossa navicularis penis. 

Having through Dr. Froehling, of this city, been 
frequently urged to employ the fluid extract of 
cascara amarga, with which remedy he assured me 
he had achieved very excellent results in the treat- 
ment of secondary syphilis in Mexico, I for the 
first time employed the remedy in the above case, 
instead of using Grefe’s mixture of iodide of mer- 
cury and iodide of potassium, as I did invariably in 
former cases. After instilling a 4 grain solution 
of sulph. atropie in the eye every hour during 
twelve hours, I ordered the fluid extract of cascara 
amarga to be given in doses of 40 drops three 
times a day. The use of the atropia was gradu- 
ally decreased in its frequency and the fluid 
extract continued regularly. 

After three days the iritic pain had become con- 
siderably less, the exanthema showed a tendency 
to discoloration, and the aqueous humor had began 
gradually to clear up. On the fifth day the 
pointed adhesions were all broken up, the broader 
ones were decidedly retracted and the condyloma 
iridis grew paler and flatter. This improvement 
steadily continued so that after six weeks the 
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dismissed 
atrophied 


with only one adhesion 
slightly discolored 
marked 
The 
red 


patient was 
opposite the 
spot in the tissues of the iris which 
former presence of the condyloma. 
affection also removed but slight Spois 
still marked the former hypertrophied areas of the 


and 

the 
skin 
was 


epidermis and cutis, so that I ordered the treat- 
ment for an other month, 
continuing the atropine. With each succeedirg week 
the psoriasis grew paler,so that after 


'o be continued dis 
the traces of 
ten weeks the patient was perfectly well. 

I am now treating with the same remedy two 
more cases of syphilitic origin shall feel it 
my duty to give my results in a future paper. 


and 





Hospital Reports on NewRemedies. 


Charity Hospital, New York City. 





\ ANACA. We have previously tried this drug 
| in both acute and rheumatism, but 
its administration it these cases was not particularly 


chronic 


satisfa‘tory. In gonorrhceal rheumatism. however, we 
have had good resul's from itsuse in six cases; four 
We began with a 
if 


were cured, and two improved. 
dose of "lx t. d. increasing to 3ss t. d. 
sary. 

In every case the manaca was well born by the 


neces- 


patient, and was always given by itself. 
Was used as an injection in gon- 
it cut short 


Yerba Reuma. 


orrhoea in five cases. In no case did 


the disease. but it lessened its severity. dimini-hing 


both pain on mic‘urition, and the amount of dis- 


charge. Its use was attended with no complica. 
tions. Was used in solution, strength (1 in 4) Zz. ¢., 


(3ij to $j aq) 


Caroba. Tried as a Incal dressing in obstinate 
syphilitic ulcers, internal medication, of course, be- 
ing kept up at sane time. Its use hastened the 
healing process. Was used in form of ointment, 
caroba 3 j-j to vaseline 3 j. 

Sarracenia Flava. Was used in six cases of 
simple diarrhoea. Its administration was attended 


with generally good result. Its effects however 
not as certain or as speedy as those of 

Kava Kava. Used in four cases of gonorrhoea. 
It relieved the burning on micturition, 
the secretion, but increased amount of urine passed 


The discharge in every case was markedly dimin- 


coto bark 


diminished 


ished at first. but returned after a few davs in 
spite of the continuance of the medicine. In no 
case was the disease cut short, but relief was ex- 
perienced in every case. 

Quebracho. Was used in a number of cases of 
dyspncei, dependent upon asthma, bronchitis, or 
emphysema. In almost every case relief was ex- 


perienced inside of quarter of an hour after taking 
the drug, the medicine the 
spasma. When given before an expected attack it 
seemed to delay its appearance. Was not tried in 
dyspnoea dependent upon cardiac trouble. 

of gonorrhoea, 


being given during 


Gurjun Balsam, Three cases in 
every case the burning sensation experienced while 
urinating disappeired after taking a few of 


The discharge a'so notably diminished 


doses 


the remedy. 
generally by end of third day, and ceased entirely 
in less than three weeks, 
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Was given in form of emulsion "xx t. d. 
meals, until discharge decreased; then 


| after 
| reduced to 
| MWxx b. d. 

In one case cure completely in two weeks, 
Monarda Fistulosa. Was used in six cases of 
| malarial fever (both quotidian and tertian types), 
lp . : ’ 
| Four cases were cured and two improved. It was 
s 
| 


not as prompt or as satisfactory in its action as 
dita dark. 

In testing the ahove remedies they were invari- 
beginning with the small. 


until effect 


ably administered alone: 


est doses and increasing some was 


noticed, 
JOHN WIGGINS, M. D., ) 


- House Physicians, 
| B. WOOD, Jr. M. D,, ) 





Reports on New Remedies. 
From Private Practice. 





" Berberis 





By J. P. Baird, M. D , Moscow, Tenn, 





AVING tested berberis aquifolium in two severe 
cases of svphilis | have concluded to make 

a report on same: 

Case rst. HI. D, came to me in 

July 1880, suffering with all or most all of the dis- 


| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| wet. about 20. 


tressing symptoms of syphilis. I prescribed: 


RB Syr. sillingiz comp. Oj 
Potus. iodidt §j. 
M. Sig. Shike well before using and tik a tea- 


After using all of this 
prescription he came back to me only slightly im- 
I duplicated the mixture, and after having 


spoonful three times a day. 


proved. 
taken it also he returned in about a month so little 
improvel that I concluded to change treatment. 
Ordered: 

RB Berberis aquif ii fluidi = ij 

Pot. iodidi 3 vj 
Syr. simplicis 3 vij. 
M. Sig. Shake well before using and take a tea- 
The taking of the last 

improvement which 


spoonful three times a day. 





prescription was followed by 
| ended in complete cure. 
Case 2nd. D. W., ext. about to me 
about the middle of November 1880, suffering with 
a severe attack of syphilis, secondary stage. Order- 


ed: 
| 


22, came 


R Syr. s'i'lingize comp. Oj 
Pot. iodidi 3j. 
M Sig. Shake well before using and take a tea- 


spoonful three times daily. After taking this he 
came back to me unimproved. I then ordered the 


berberis aquifolium and potassium iodide as in first 
case, and after using first supply he returned saying 
he was much better, and wished more of the last 
mixture as it made him feel so much stronger and 
kept him from aching so badly. After using this 
supply he returned in March 1881 as I ha! ordered 


him, to have the prescription renewed or not as I 
thought best, stating that so far as he knew he 
I renewed 


| was as well as he ever was in his life. 
| the prescription, however, for fear of relapse and 
| the result is au apparent radical cure. 

remedies 


I. of course, used auviliary such as 


| “black wash” for ulcers, tinct. iodine fer painting 


| inguinal tumors, anodyne liniments for pains in 
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joints and bones, but I must say that I am entire- 
ly satisfied that the berberis was valuable in both 
of these cases. 
a a = 
[Written for the Therapeutic Gazette. ] 
Two Cases of Catarrh Treated with 
Cascara Amarga. 





By Henry Froehling M. D., Baltimore, Md. . 
ISS B., zt. 46 years, hassuffered during the last 
\ seventeen years with chronic nasal catarrh. 
Had been treated for a number of years by her 
former family physician and _ has tried nearly 
every remedy recommended, without obtaining 
any ‘relief. Was called in about last September to 
attend another member of the family when this 
lady consulted me in reference to her affliction. 
I found her much emaciated, her eyes weak, an 
offensive discharge from the nostrils, etc. Think- 
ing a good ferruginous compound perhaps of more 
use than anything else I could give her, I pre- 
scribed a mixture containing quinine and iron, but 
she informed me®* that her stomach could not bear 
iron, so J ordered her fluid extract of cascara amarga 
with a view to following it up with other remedies. 
I was not again sent for for nearly three months 
when I was calied to see one of the servants; I 
met this lady and was astonished at the change. 
She had gained in flesh and strength and told me 
that she had continued the use of the same remedy 
I gave her about three months ago (cascara amar- 
ga), renewing the prescription whenever necessary, 
that she felt better than she had for many years, 
that her eyes troubled her very little and that the 
offensive discharge from her nostrils had ceased. 
She ‘told me that shortly after beginning to use 
this medicine her appetite increased with a gaining 
of flesh and strength, that her eyes became cor- 
respondingly stronger and that by continuing the 
medicine the nasal discharge gradually diminished. 
I advised her to continue the medicine, using it in 
3ss doses three times daily, and when last seen, 
April 7th, she reported continued improvement. 
This lady had previously consulted me about a 
nephew zt. 18 years, who had suffered with the 
same disease about seven years. He complained 
of symptoms similar to those of his aunt. I 
placed him under the same treatment,—cascara 
amarga, fluid extract, fl. 3 ss three times daily. He 
has now used the remedy for about three months 
and has so much improved that he claims to be 
well. I advised him, however, to continue the use 
of the fluid extract for some time longer. I  can- 
not account for these cures upon any other ground 
than the action of the drug as a tonic and perhaps 
alterative (whatever that may mean). I hope some 
one else will try it and give us his results. 
i aaa 


{Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 
Viburnum Prunifolium in Threatened 
Abortion. 

By J. K. Milbourne M D., Atalissa, lowa 


BEG leave to report what I consider a remark- 
able effect of viburnum prunifolium: 
At 11 A. M., April 19th, was called to see Mrs. 
W. Found her suffering with a severe attack of 
Pneumonia of the left lung. 
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She was in her seventh month of gestation. 
Severe lumbar pains. Tenderness over uterus with 
slight labor pains. I recognized that the only 
chance to save my patient was to prevent abortion. 
Having but little confidence in the old remedies 
under such conditions I determined to try the new, 
Was compelled to send for it and did not receive 
it until eight Pp. M. when the pains were coming on 
regularly every five minutes, with considerable 
‘‘show.” I commenced giving teaspoonful doses 
of the fluid extract viburnum prunifolium every 
hour. After third dose all contractions ceased. I 
then ordered it every three hours for 24 hours. 
In the meantime, it might be mentioned, I gave 
for the pneumonia, thirty grain doses of quinia 
twice a day, which drug is, it is known, claimed by 
some authors to be an oxytocic. Since the con- 
tractions ceased the viburnum has been master of 
the situation. The patient is now discharged as 
well. 

If this drug prove as useful in all cases as in 
this it is invaluable. I can give it the whole 
credit in the case reported for I used nothing else 
for that purpose. 

I shall give it a special place in my materia 
medica. 

[It would have increased the value of the above 
report had the writer given the condition of the os 
as determined by digital examination. Was the os 
patent, and did it grasp the finger at each pain? 
Ep, THERAP. GAz.| 
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[Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 


Sabbatia Campestris. 


By J.B. Hall, M. 0., Hallowell, Kan, 


— of the fluid extract sabbatia cam- 
i pestris having been placed in my hands for 
trial in the treatment of malarial disorders, I re- 
solved to test it at the earliest opportunity. 

Harry, et. 14, son of Mr. H., had had several 
paroxysms of the tertian type of intermittent fever; 
sulphate of quinine had been given in anti-periodic 
doses to the amount of two scruples, but the 
paroxysms had not been prevented. 

The patient came to me for treatment May 3rd. 
I prescribed the fluid extract sabbatia campestris in 
half drachm doses to be taken every two hours. 
The next paroxysm was prevented ang he has not 
had one since. The patient feels very much 
pleased and I have sufficient confidence in the 
sabbatia to try it freely in future cases. 

Liisi ae 
[Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 
Goa Powder in Tinea Sycosis. 
By Dr. A. E. Spalding, Luverne, Minn. 


|) iphones a case of tinea sycosis in which a 

solution of sulphurous acid and also the ung. 
hyd. nit. had failed to cure, I gave the compara- 
tively new remedy, goa powder, atrial. The result 
was a speedy cure. I have used it in two cases 
since with success. Epilation was necessary in one 
case of long standing where the beard was lifeless. 
The manner of using it was first to soften and re- 
move the crusts by applying a flax seed poultice, 
then using freely the following: 

R Goa Powder, gr. xx 
Cosmoline, 3 j. 


Misce. 
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Abstracts and Translations. 


[All articles marked with the * are translated by C. R. Cullen, 
M. D., Richmond, Va. 
[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Jouurnal de 
Medicine.] 
Phagadeniec Ulcers by Pyrogallic Acid.* 





Pyrogallic acid or pyrogallol has lately been in- 
troduced into therapeutics by Dr. Jarisch, assis- 
tant Hebra in the dermatological 
clinic of Vienna. Kaposi in a memoir published 
in Nos. 44 and 45 of the Wiener Medicinische 
Wochenschrift, and translated by Dajon in the 
Lyon Medical of 1879, No. 7, confirms the value 
in psoriasis and gives the re- 


professor to 


of pyrogallic acid 
lation of his researches in the application of this 
medicine to the treatment of lupus and of cuta- 
neous epithelioma. 

Having read the experiments of Jarisch I 
treated many cases of psoriasis by the pomade of 
pyrogallic acid. My colleagues in the hospital 
were not slow in making use of this new thera- 
peutic agent, and our success has contributed to its 
adoption by the greater part of French dermatolo- 
gists. I have obtained good effects of this treat- 
ment in lupus-erythematica, and lupus-acne, for the 
destruction of tubercles of lupus vulgaire, and I 
regard it as a good caustic in cutaneous epithe- 
lioma, or glandular epithelioma. 

The pomade of pyrogallic acid seems to limit 
its action on morbid tissue, producing only a mod- 
erate degree of pain which lasts 10 or 15 minutes. 
The third or fourth application was sufficient to 
induce healing. This caustic action, so little pain- 
ful and so easy to limit, has seemed to me most 
appropriate to modify the ulcerated surface of sim- 
ple chancre, and te arrest phagadenic sloughing. 

My first application was most successful. A 
man in my service with a simple chancre had been 
The 


ing and 


inoculated in two places on the abdomen. 


three ulcerations were not 





slow in enlar 





becoming phagadenic. I vainly tried to arrest the 
progress of the disease by cauterizations with sul- 
phate of copper and by washes of iodoform and 
After a 
had increased 
size of a 


camphorated alcohol. month of this 


treatment, the ulcerations greatly, 
franc piece, on 


and on 


side to the 
the size of two francs, 


on one 
another 
another side to the size of five francs. 

I then applied on charpie lint, a pomade of py- 


side to 


rogallic acid, 10 grammes in 40 grammes of vase- 
day for three consecutive 


the 


applied once a 
This moderated the disease, 


line, 
days. 
washes of iodoform cicatrization was rapid. 

I have used this remedy many times in simple 
chancre and generally three or four applications of 
the pomade were sufficient. After three days’ ap- 
plication of this acid chancres lose their virulent 
property and the pus ceases to be inoculable. 

Trials of different preparations of the strength 
of 5 to Io grammes show that the most efficient 
preparation is made with tallow or vaseline. In 
most cases the pomade of 10 grammes is generally 
employed in the treatment of psoriasis and chan- 
cres, even when phagadenic. 

Five applications are sufficient to arrest the 
phagadenic character of a chancre of the diameter 


and with 








ae 
of a two franc piece, and six days after the end 
of treatment the cicatrization was complete. 


[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the La France 
Medicale. ] 
Chronic Bronchitis Treated by Thermal Cautery* 





Blanche, aged 20 years, (admitted to the Hospi- 
tal Pitie, under charge of Prof. Peter), well devel- 


oped, and apparently robust, family exempt 
from tuberculosis, rheumatism or any other 
disease. Had suffered from bronchitis three years, 


with occasional fevers. The disease at first was 
slight, but increased little by little, and after try- 
ing many drugs, of several physicians, was admit- 
ted to the hospital, The symptoms were aggra- 
vated, violent cough, sweating, and 
wasting of muscles, habitual dyspnoea, rendering 
any kind of work impossible. 





abundant 


Mucous and muco- 
purulent expectoration, etc., etc. 

The first fifteen days’ treatment at Pitie, good 
results. Gave syrup of belladonna in laurel water 
and granules of dioscoride. During the 
month the symptoms became worse. 


next 
The expec- 
toration of muco-purulent matter increased from 200 
to 500 grammes a day. The medicines tried, 
iodide potassium, ether, per mouth and subcuta- 
neously, morphine and chloral, were successively 
and vainly given. At last, the disease increasing, 
and the suffocation becoming insupportable, it was de- 
cided to try cauterization of the thoracic walls by the 
thermal cautery. The first sitting was immediately 
carried out, and the spots, very superficial, were 
made in great number over the whole dorsal 
region. 

The next day there was decided improvement, 
cough and dyspnoea lessened, and sleep much bet- 
ter, and by anscultation much 
After the second application, four days afterwards, 
the improvement continued, and four days after 
this the third application was made, and improve- 
much more has 
and 


less humid rales. 


ment was rapid. The cough 


the dyspnoea is insignificant, 


one week apart 


almost ceased, 
Three other applications, 


the patient convalesced. The 


, were 
made, and cough, 
dyspnoea and expectoration disappeared, and when 
the patient left the hospital she had all the vigor 


and activity of her age. 


(Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Journal de 
Therapeutique.| 
Special Aptitude of the Blonde Races for the 


Sweating Disease.* 





Before the Paris Academy of Medicine Dr. 
Rochard, presented this subject from early history 
to the present time. 

In 1485, in the civil 
England this new disease appeared and was called 
the sweat. At the battle of Bosworth, the men 
died in eight or ten hours from profuse sweating. 
It raged England, Scotland and Ireland. 

In “1507 it appeared again in a mild form. In 
1518, the third and worst attack, one-third and 
even one-half of the population died, and often 
death took place in two to three hours. Scotland 
and Ireland were nearly depopulated. It appeared 
in Calais, then belonging to England, but no 
French were attacked with the disease. In 1527 


war of the Two Roses in 
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the fourth epidemic appeared. It again appeared 
at Calais, but only English were taken with the 
disease. It then extended to Hamburg, through 
Germany, to Poland. In 1551 it again appeared 
in England, Scotland and Ireland. In 1552 it 
appeared at Leipzic. In 1821 it appeared in parts 
of France, but only attacked persons who were 
very blonde and also very tall in stature, and all 
Germans. It is also a notable fact that diseased 
teeth are found among the blonde races. The 
explanation of these facts have not been clearly 
elucidated, but doubtless is attributable to violations 
of physiological laws, 

In 1880 the disease appeared in the Island of 
Oberon, having a population of 20,000 inhabitants, 
of whom 140 died. It extended from the south to 
the north, against the direction of the wind, and 
commenced in June and ended in July. The dis- 
ease was rapid, the sweating profuse and debili- 
tating, and dead bodies rapidly decomposed. Of 
the four doctors who attended the diseased none 
were attacked. It appeared that those handling 
the corpses and burying them were mostly taken, 
showing the contagious nature of the dead bodies. 

In the treatment evacuants and ipecac were 
used. Dr. Maisonneuve used cold water douches 
with considerable success. 


[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette, article by Dr. L. M. 
Reuss. | 


Creasote in Respiratory Affections.* 


In considering tuberculous disease, it is neces- 
sary, to consider the stages of the tubercles, some 
are just forming others have passed the chalky 
stage, and every symptom has to be noticed. 
Among the poor we see the disease triumphant in 
spite of medication, from several causes, but chiefly 
because the malady has progressed too far, and 
secondly because the medicines are too costly to be 
procured. Besides these there are other factors, in 
the case, heredity, a body overwhelmed with work, 
insalubrious dwellings, and the calling or vocation 
often fatal in producing tubercles. 

In regard to the use of creasote, in pulmonary 
phthisis, it can be used either in hereditary disease 
or only in a predisposition. It is capable of arresting 
the formation and growth of tubercles. When 
pneumonia, pleurisy or bronchitis have passed into 
a chronic form, then it is necessary to commence 
with it. When the secretions are increasing, crea- 
sote answers admirably. The expectoration dimin- 
ishes, and the cough also, the appetite promptly 
returns and auscultation reveals clearly a happy 
change in its administration. Vith creasote is 
added the balsam of tolu, ten centigrammes of the 
former and forty of the pure balsam of tolu, dur- 
ing the day, the dose being two dragéés. Some- 
times thirty to forty centigrammes of creasote are 
necessary, but generally twenty are sufficient. 

We have seen creasote administered by inhalation 
of four or five drops in a cup of warm water, but 
without favorable results. In addition to creasote, 
tonics, iron and quinine are adjuvants, also sulphur 
waters and vesicatories. 








Epilepsy.* 





Before the Paris Academy of Medicine the sub- 
ject of providing hospitals for the epileptics was 
introduced by Dr. Lemier, who stated of 33,000 
epileptics in France, hardly 5,000 were admitted 
into hospitals. Here are then 28,000 living in their 
families, many of them without any medical treat- 
meat, and constituting a permanent danger to pub- 
lic security. These grave and dangerous evils 
have been long presented by the medical faculty, 
but their efforts have been in vain, 

[Note sy TRANSLATOR.—A similar and worse condition ex- 
ists in Virginia. Among a family of several epileptics was a 
dangerous man, who treated his family with violence at 
various times. On one occasion he tried to kill his mother 
with an axe. I had him legally examined and sent to the 
State Asylum at Williamsburg, which refused to receive him 
on the ground that the State government made no provis- 
sions for epileptics. Now the Constitution of each state 
should make provisions for the unhappy wretches, and it 
would not be a bad idea to have the males castrated, and 
prevented from the propagation of their unfortunate calamity 
upon coming generations. A similar law might be enforced 
in countries where leprosy existed. To carry the matter still 
farther, some crimes might be punished, on the individuals, 
and a great amount of crime prevented by such laws being 
popularly known. Much more stringent laws are need- 
ed on the statute books to meet the increasing tide of 
crime and the loss of manhood, physically, would not be too 
great a punishment for case hardened villains. A criminal 
before a California vigilance committee admitted that he had 
committed seventeen murders for money, and all of it had 
been paid lawyers to acquit him by process of law. 


Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from Archivos de 
Brazil.] 
Physiological Action of Oil of " D’Anda-Assu,’’* 


It is to Dr. Joseph Manuel de Castio, that 
we ascribe the honor of the first researches 
into the physiological action of this remedy. This 
distinguished practitioner furnished to Dr. Jones 
Hovene, the clinical professor in the faculty of 
Rio Janeiro, the occasion for these studies. In 
1860, that professor had experimented with this 
oil in a case of hepatic cirrhosis, with ascites, in 
doses of two spoonfuls, in a cup of tea, resulting 
in six large evacuations. In 1878, similar results 
were obtained in another. After several experi- 
ments Dr. Castio comes to the following conclu- 
sions: 1. That the oil given in doses of 10 gram- 
mes can only be given once without vomiting. 
2. That the purgative effects are manifested three 


hours after absorption. 3. This dose produces 
} 


three evacuations. 4. After a 


sorption there are 


no symptoms of intestinal irritation. 5. That the 








oil can be employed in all cases where castor oil 
can be used, but with these advantages, the dose 
is smaller, and the odor more agreeable. It is a 
fact that the adhesion of castor oil to the mucous 
surface of the fauces, is one of the chief causes of 
its nauseousness. 

The fruit of the anda-assu is abundant in Brazil, 
and in greater quantity than the castor oil. 

The doctors who use it, employ it altogether 
when an energetic cathartic is needed. 


{Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the L’ Union 
Medicale.] 
Rachitis and Phosphate of Lime.* 





The assimilation of the drug in the osseous sys- 
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tem is incontestably true, and just in proportion 
as it is used, is this disease lessened. From the 
report of Dr. Pegot Ogier, the following conclu- 
sions appear : 

1. That among pregnant females the greater 
part of the accidents disappear and the number of 
still-born children diminishes. 

2. Milk. Too often poor in ingredients of phos- 
phate of lime, reaches the maximum of richness 
fixed by nature for the wants of the, infant. 

3. Through infancy even ‘to adult age develop- 
ment proceeds regularly. Lymphatic diseases and 
maladies of non-ossification have nothing to fear. 


4. The mortality of one to three in Paris is 
reduced to one to five in the country. 
The growth and dentition of infants become 


more natural. 


{Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from El Escalpelo.] 
Le Pica Pica,* 


This is the common name of the dolechos pru- 
riens of Linne. This plant which abounds in 
Central America and principally in Nicaragua, has 
three sharp quills or points, and when in contact 
with the skin sets up immediately irritation ac- 
companied with large white pustules. The energy 
of this plant permits it to be used advantageously 
are needed, and to take 
Dr. Palomo preferred a 
tincture and a pomade. After filtering, the tinc- 
ture absolutely inert, and we infer that the 
rubefacient action is altogether mechanical. The 
pomade is composed of two grammes of the pica 
pica and fifteen grammes of tallow or lard. It 
produces rapidly the object desired. It not 
produce vesication, and consequently does not 
need protection to the skin. 


whenever rubefacients 
the place of mustard. 


is 


does 


[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the La France 
Medicale. } 
Trichinosis.* 


The session of the Academy of Medicine in 
Paris, on this subject was very interesting from 
different points of presentation of the subject by the 
medical orators. The inroads of this new disease 
in Germany has given it a practical interest The 
epidemic in 1878 at Cressy, in Valois, killed seven- 
teen persons. Trichina is developed with astonish- 
ing rapidity, a single couple producing 42.000,000 
of trichina. These facts will lessen the number 
pork eaters and increase that of the vegetarians. 
The subject demands the attention of government 
and faculty. 


[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Journal de 
Therapeutique.] 


Salicylate Soda in Neuralgia.* 


Dr. Abbe favors the employment of this drug 
in large doses in neuralgia, especially in those 
cases not curable by quinine. The doses are, 8 
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growing in the Argentine Confederation. 






grammes the first day, 8 the second, and 4 the 
third, taken two or three hours after each meal, 
in a glass of Vichy water. Given in this way the 
stomach tolerates it. From examination of the 
urine the soundness of the kidneys can be tested, 
He has treated successfully, cases of twenty days 
duration. Sometimes the neuralgia resists both 
quinine and salicylate of soda. Dr. Beumetr 
thinks the large doses are exceptional and danger- 
ous, particularly to affections of the heart. 


[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Moniteur 


de Pharmacie.] 
Hydrate of Chloral in Phthisis.* 


M. Manassein advises in his clinic, at St. Peters- 
burg, that chloral be given in doses of from fifteen 
to thirty grains. That it is a good hypnotic and 
diuretic, and it diminishes the sweating without 
augmenting the cough. 


[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Journal d’ 

Hygiene. } 

A New Life Preserving Jacket.* 

The Havre Society has witnessed, practically, the 
introduction of a new life preserver, fitting the 
body like a corset, and enabling the wearer to 
float when thrown in the water, it being necessary 
only to put weights on the feet to keep the body 
erect. The introduction of this life preserver will 
allow sea going people time to construct rafts for 
self preservation when shipwrecked. 


[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Journal de 
Medicine. | 

Papaya and Papaina. 

Dr. 

have 


E. Bouchut on these medicines reports: I 
thought that the malignant growths, as can- 
cers, adenomata, could be absorbed by the applica- 
tion of these agents. I have injected a solution 
three times into an adenoma of the neck, into one 
point and into many points according to the size 
of the tumor. At the end of two hours the pain 
is very great and attended with a violent fever. 
After three days the ganglia soften and are con- 
verted into abscesses, which may be opened with 
a bistoury. In three days more the abscess heals. 

In three cases of cancer of the breast and in 
one of the inguinal ganglia, after castration in 
the hospital of St. Louis, the injections of papaina 
were efficacious. 


[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Journal 
de Medical. ] 
Quebracho in Dyspncea.* 


A new medicine has been recently introduced 
quebracho aspidosperma, a tree 
It re- 


into Germany, 
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sembles, somewhat, cinchona. Its alkaloid resem- 
bles, somewhat, quinine. The Gazette Hebdoma- 
daire gives some interesting cases which appear to 
demonstrate its value in dyspnoea. Thus in a 
case cited by Berthold, an asthmatic of 65 years 
of age, the respiration fell in an hour to 60, to 
the minute, in two hours to 30, and the next day 
was normal. Picot made the ascension of a 
mountain after having taken 15 grammes of the 
tincture and observed upon himself its marvellous 
effects. The shortness of breath was considerably 
less, and the next day he made the same excur- 
sion. 

The preparations of quebracho will be anti-dys- 
pnoeic and will approach in results the cigarettes 
of stramonium, nitre paper, etc. It has been em- 
ployed with success in the dyspnoea of emphysema, 
in phthisis, and in diseases of the heart. 





Correspondence. 


The Gazette Criticised. 


I have for over a year been an interested as well 
as a profited reader of the THERAPEUTIC GAZETTE. 
It occupies a place on the list of my journals 
which none of the others could fill. It cultivates a 
field peculiarly its own and one which, it seems to 
me, American medicine has too long left untilled, 
to its own detriment, viz., that of the development 
of, the medicinal virtues of our indigenous plants. 
There is probably hidden in our American forests 
a wealth of therapeutics little suspected by the 
great body of the profession, and the men and 
journals which are instrumental in discovering and 
developing this wealth are common _ benefactors, 
meriting the praise and support of every pro- 
gressive physician whose lack of opportunity, or 
capability, has prevented engaging from actively in 
such work. 

The extent to which the GAZETTE has succeeded 
in eliciti 





x information regarding both the botanical 





and the pharmaceutical, as well as the therapeutical 
properties of the newer drugs, betokens a degree of 
enterprise and ability on the part of its managers 
rarely found associated with a medical periodical. 
The mental vis inertia of the profession is very 
difficult to overcome, and I have been surprised at 
the fund of practical information and testimony re- 
lating to its special field which this journal has 
managed to draw out. It would, however, be 
flattery of the worst kind to say that all of this 
information and testimony have been of the most 
reliable character, or such as can be accepted on 
the simple utterance of those bearing it. I am not 
a captious critic, and realize the unavoidableness 
of a certain percentage of error in the reports of 
enthusiastic observers. I still think, however, that 
were the editor to assert more freely his preroga- 
tive and exclude the communications of men who, 
however honest they are, exhibit an insufficient 
acquaintance with the subject on which they essay 
to write, it would enhance the value of the publica- 
tion. There are men who, unjustly I think, argue 





false iz uno false in omne, and a manifest inac- 
curacy, not to say an egregious blunder, the re- 
sult either of unadulterated ignorance or culpable 
carelessness, is with such unpardonable, and un- 
favorably influences the estimate of the journal 
making or permitting it. 

To illustrate the point I have endeavored to make 
I will instance the several reported cures of diabetes 
mellitus by means of rhus aromatica. The intro- 
ducer of this, no doubt, valuable drug in certain af- 
fections of the genito-urinary passages claims to 
have cured an incurable affection (diabetes) by its 
administration. Other reporters have given cases 
corroborative of his claim and the GAZETTE has ad- 
mitted the reports. When one reads of the great 
value of rhus aromatica in hematuria, chronic 
cystitis, incontinence of urine, gleet, etc., and is 
inclined to put the drug to the test, and then sees 
a report of a case of diabetes mellitus cured by 
the same article, he is apt to have his suspicions 
aroused. The physician who claims to cure the 
latter affection with an astringent diuretic presumes 
too much on the credulity of his audience. 

ENQUIRER. 











Quid Nune! 

Araminta L. Anderson, daughter of Rev. Levi 
Anderson, of Irvington, has been declared insane 
owing to the fact that forty years ago when over heated 

he plunged her head into cold wat Shortly before 
her mother had covered her scalp with red precipitate, 
and the application of the water affected her brain.— 


Ld 
Cincinnati Times and Star, April 12th. 

This, Mr. Editor, is certainly an item for you, 
as a therapeutist, to notice. The immediate and 
mediate results from contact of the animal organ- 
ism with agents, whether disastrous, belong, of 
course, to the department of medical science that 
you are so prominently and efficiently engineering. 

Let me say, with brevity, Quid Nunc? Forty 
years to go past before the effect of putting a 
heated head which had been rubbed with ‘‘red 
precipitate” into eold water will develop to obser- 
vation! ! Let ‘‘eclectic’’ experimentalists, and 
‘‘regular” doctors give up all claim to ‘‘an ex- 
perience,” and acknowledge that personal observa- 
tion is worth nothing, that any one’s life is too 
short by far to reach the length and breadth, the 
height and depths of results of impress from cir- 
cumstance or material agent, on organization. 
Truly, 

‘God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform.” 


Indeed, can any but the manes of Hahnemann be 
depended on to trace the infinitesimal influence 
acting momentarily for forty years before positive 
effects can be observed! 

What will Dr. Bundy say now regarding his 
experimentations with growths of the Pacific 
coast? How, in truth, can I sustain the reliance 
with which I have presented agents in accordance 
with his publications of their effects? How do I 
know that, though I have thought that my patients 
had been reliéved, and some gotten well whilst 
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using them, that two or three decades will have 
passed when a practitioner of medicine, in the 
astuteness of discernment or, rather, the sensitive- 
ness of apperception, will affirm that my patient 


who had been treated a /a Bundy, with sacred 
bark, prepared by Parke, Davis & Co., was, in 
fact, just then, giving evidence of the malific 


energy of what had been religiously regarded to 
have been sent by a ruling and beneficent divinitv? 
Not forty years 
nearing his 
under 


The question is not impertinent. 
ago.a gentleman of this city, 
century in was sick for a long time, 
the advice of a practitioner, who, whatever were 
his physician, had been 
because of his religious 
After a while the wife 
the reason, that my husband is 
sick so long?” The doctor answered, ‘‘its the 
mercury in him.” She retorted, ‘‘why, doctor, my 
husband never took a of calomel, or blue 
pill, unless you have given it to him.” The doc- 
tor proved himself to be equal to the emergency, 
as witness his reply. ‘““No odds, if he didn’t 
take it, his father or mother, or grandfather, or 
grandmother did; and, until I can get it all out of 
him he'll yet be sick.” If the doctor was correct, 


now 
life, 


qualities as a selected 


associations and church 


affiliations. anxious asked 


**doctor, what is 


dose 


he was successful in his administering with a 
view to the elimination of mercury from the tis- 
sues of a grandchild, introduced through the tis- 


sues of grandparents; for the patient now lives, in 
a green old age, engaged in the vocation in which 
he has spent more of life than is accorded to man 
in the scriptures. If the doctor was correct, what 
a commentary on the practice the 


of physician 


who had been consulted by the patient’s grand- 
parents. Again, I write, quid nunc ? 
FRANK A. RAMSEY, A. M., M. D. 
KNOXVILLE, TENN., May sth, 1881 





Prescription Department. 


Cough Mixture 


In the cough mixture published in this depart- 
ment in the April No., an error was inadvertently 
made in giving syrup ipecac. Glycerine should be 
substituted for the syrup, the water in the 
of the of the yerba 
This fluid extract is very rich in resin and 


latter 
causing a precipitate resin 
santa. 
will not bear the addition of water, except in the 
presence of a very considerable addition of alkali. 
Such an addition is, of course, inadmissible with the 
bromhydric acid. The substitution of glycerine in 
the prescription as given, makesa good mixture. 


Constipation, Tonic. 


I am not pleased with my trials of cascara sagrada 
in habitual constipation, nor was my confrere, Dr. 
Jas. B. Gage. I much prefer the following formula 
which allow me to recommend to you: 
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B Quiniz sulph., 3ss 
Piperin, gr. xv 
Ext. nucis vom., gr. jv 
Hydrarg. sub. mur., gr. xv 


M. Divide in pills No. 30. 
Sig. One pill night and morning. I have never, 
in 37 years of practice, known this pill to fail in 


relieving habitual constipation, and when given in 
conjunction with Eberle’s old formula of iron and 
quinine, I have never known it to fail in relieving 
any case of malarial cachexia. My own tonic in 
the latter cases is: 
BR Ferri sulph. exsic. 3 jss 
Sacch. alb. purif. 
Aque aurantii flor. 3 iij 
Quiniz sulph., 3j 
Acidi sulph. arom. q. 
Tr. cinchonz comp. 
Tr. aurantii cort, 3 








3 jss 








sol. filter. 


M. ft. 


A dessert spoonful three times a day before 


BENJ. D. LAY, M. D. 


GRENADA, Miss. 


Remedies for Gonorrhcea 


[Submitted for $100 prize in Gazette for gonorrhcea.] 


No. 1. EB Liq. ferri subsulphatis gtt. xv 
Aquez font q. s, 3 jv 

No.2. KB Hydrastin muriatis 9j 
Glycerinz pure f. 3 ss 
Aque font q.s. ft. 3 jv. 

Directions.—Wash out urethra well with warm 

after 
I ask for 


water then inject formula No. I. 
use No. 2 by injection. 





1 
Four days is all 


cure. 
This treatment has never failed where I have 
given it. 
PENROSE JONES. 
Formula for Paregoric Elixir 
R Laudanum, 3 vijss. 
Spts. of camphor, 3 iij. 
Oil of anise, xxx drops 
Clarified honey, 3 j. 
Benzoic acid, xxx grains. 
Dilute alcohol sufficient to make one pint. Color 


to suit taste with spt. lavender comp. This should 


be filtered. 
This preparation has been tested and is being 
used by many. It has the advantage of being 


I often have used simple syrup 
This is 


readily prepared. 
when honey was not to be obtained. 


much more pleasant to some, 


L. H. DAVIS, M. D. 


Marion. Arkansas. 
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Proprietary Compounds. 
W* referred in our last to the discrepancy be- 


tween the opinions of medical practitioners on 





the question of copyrighted compounds and the for- 
tunes which are being amassed out of the sale of 
such of these compounds as are sold, ostensibly, 
to the public only through the physician’s pre- 
scription. If such preparations are to be con- 
demned on both scientific and ethical grounds how 
larcel 


is it that they are so prescribed? 





V 
3 sc ljecr : ont ] 
iwsa aiscrepancy only 





The discrepancy in 
because the premises are false. The claims that 


such compounds are sold only on the physician’s 


prescription is fraudulent. They are sold over the 





druggist’s counter to any body who calls for them, 
and generall 
retail prices as is held out as a bait to the physi- 


y at the same discount from advertised 





to invest in them for his own dispensing. 
We believe the profession has become reasonably 


well aroused to the exact conditi 














this matter, and that there is a very general prac- 
tical repudiation of compounds thus sold. But 
they have become aroused too late in the day for 
any redress of the abuse as connected with such 
of these preparations as are now on the market. 
The at fi r¢ using tl 

stock of their ,» Managed 
to secure >endorsement and certificates 
of prominent members of the profession in differ- 
ent parts of the intry. These i once 
in circular form and form a part of their ad- 
vertisements in the secular prints, are freely circu- 
ated among the laity, and the mischief has been 
accomplished. Leading physicians and college 
professors of the east, men thou- 
sands of the physicians of the we ive sat as 


Students, have recommended a sov- 





ereign cure for dyspepsia, and seeing 
this fact proclaimed in his newspaper dispenses 
with his family physician’s services, and buys the 
medicine in bulk. Wonderful virtues have been 
discovered in the crop of a dung-hill fowl and, 
with vision made acute in some mysterious way, 
Some high priest in the temple of A®sculapius sees 
in the powdered crop (now called galliczz, [copy- 


righted] or the inevitable zz with some other sug- 
gestive prefix) a remedy which will temporarily 
convert the patient into an ostrich and help him 
to digest anything he can swallow, even to the 
yarn which accompanies the package. No longer 
any need now to consult the family doctor, and 
besides his advice will cost, mayhap a dollar, and 
a dollar will buy enough ‘‘gallicin” to cure the whole 
family. No use now either for the aroused doc- 
tor to denounce ‘‘gallicin” as an inert powder and 
empirical humbug; what is writ is writ, and there 
in black and white is his certificate to the won- 
derful efficacy of the nostrum. 

The physician’s prerogative, earned by years 
spent in the study of his profession, is being 
slowly wrested from him by the manufacturing 
chemist, who has stepped beyond his legitimate 
bounds and has taken upon himself the task of 
wholesale prescribing, by preparing compounds 
made after the stolen prescriptions of qualified 
physicians for individual patients. The great bulk 
of the nostrums now on the market have precisely 
this origin, 

Wherein lies the remedy for this monstrous and 
growing abuse? It suggests its own remedy. The 
class of preparations to which we refer are short 
lived. Their popularity is ephemeral, and deprived 
of the professional endorsement so deftly converted 
into the pabulum on which it thrives, it will soon 
die out. Let the profession, by a high-toned and 
conscientious withholding of its patronage and 
endorsement, render a crop of successors to these 
impositions, on both itself and the public, impos- 
sible. 

With one or two honorable exceptions the man- 
ufacturing chemists of the country are given to 
the abuse we have pointed out. They manufac- 
ture a full line of officinal preparations, which they 
sell for strictly professional use, while they at the 
same time indulge in the copyrighted nostrum 


i 
srs and specify their preparations 


quackery. Let the profession single out the legiti- 





mate manufactur 





iptions. Let them relegate the 





on their presc 
nostrum vendors to their proper place in the ranks 
iness. In this way 





of the patent medicine bus 
they may fix the dividing line and give such man- 
ufacturers as dabble in devious ways, to understand 


that they cannot serve two masters, 


The medical journals of the country, too, have 








1 res 4 matter cannot better 
idicate this re ility than the following 
quotation from cent editorial le in the 


it is greatly 





to be regretted th of the medical 


y aid in this swindle of the 





journals of the country 
medical man, and his patient alike, by advertising 

: d S 
these trademarks and patented tré 


> fashion that the medical jour- 


ps. But it seems 


to have become the f 

nal, following the secular press, should open not 
only its advertising pages to this sort of illegiti- 
mate business, but that it should likewise disgrace 
its professional columns by editorial puffs of any 
wishy-washy stuff for which the owner will pay. 
Honest physicians ought to have honest words in 
matters of this sort out of the columns of the 
medical papers they subscribe for; but in the way 
this business has come to be conducted, the honest 


physician is liable to be deceived, unless he forti 
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fies himself beforehand with the reflection that the 
whole thing is merely a matter of business, and 
that editorial puffs are no more expected to have 
truth in them than are the epitaphs on the tomb- 
stones of the departed. And, considering that 
these editorial notices, and these endorsements of 
college professors, are simply fine ways of adver- 
tising any man’s worthless wares, and that the 
advertising pages are the right carotid of the 
journals, which will not be cut, for the reason that 
it is the chief blood supply -of the concern, it is well 
for the judicious practitioner to put them all down 


as miserable lies. 


. representative body of the American medical 


profession held its thirty-second annual meet- 


ing in the city of Richmond, Va., commencing on 
the 3rd ult. and continuing 
There 
We 


transactions. 


in session four days. 
400. 


the 


was an average attendance of about 


submit elsewhere a condensed report of 


Regarding the meeting from a scien- 
tific point of view it is but fair to say that it was 


not below the average. 


Whether this be compli- 


mentary or otherwise those who have attended 


previous meetings must take the onus of deciding. 
The of the 


deserving, as a rule, of 


addresses chairmen of sections are 


the 
he exception of those on hack- 


commendation, and 


discussions, 





neyed sul in the surgical section, were inter- 
esting and in the main instructive, while the 
listening was exemplary. 

In the general meeting the principal interest 


centred in the amendment to the Code of Ethics, 





and in the proposed plan of publishing the associ- 








ation proceedings. The question of the amend- 
ment was disposed of by the adoption of a sort of 
com{ nise ch although less radical than the 
amendment proposed, is stil i 


antagonistic to the spirit of the 


lopted 





ment, as a , makes it 
ethics of the i f 


protes 





professor to 








certify to. the efficiency of the neophyte whom he 
has instructed, should he have reason to believe 
that said neophyte contemplates employing the 
knowledge thus acquired in the practice of medi- 
cine after a fashion not labeled orthodox. It is, 
of course, an open secret that this amendment 


was prompted by, and intended to meet, the pecu- 


liar condition of affairs in our state university. 


Under the Code of Ethics as amended, the faculty 
of the 
to 


regular medical department are permitted 
homeceopaths, hydro- 
paths, ef id genus omne, but may not certify to their 
proficiency in thus taught. In the 
homceopathic department only a few of the sub- 


teach embryo eclectics, 


the subject 
jects necessary to a medical education are taught, 
and under the Code the graduate in homceopathy 
from that institution 
these subjects. 


need be 


The safeguard 


only proficient in 
the regular 


faculty had it in its power to place over the hom. 


which 


ceopathic department, has thus been removed, and 
the fair name of the university is thus apt to 
be tarnished by the hordes of homoeopaths which 
are, now that all restrictions have been removed, 
likely to be belched forth. It remains to be seen 


whether, in the interest of truly advanced medical 
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education, the university authorities will defy the 
American Medical and its Code in 
this matter, and persist in passing on the compe- 
tency of the graduates who go out with its author- 
ity to practice medicine, even from its homceopathic 
department. The manner in which they have met 
the issue thus far gives us little ground to believe 


Association 


that they will dare adopt such a course. 

On the question of journalising the transactions, 
laid over from last year, the committee reported 
in recommended that a committee 
shall be to 
publication of a 
the nomination 
of an editor, his salary, and the time and place of 


its favor, and 
of five be appointed whose duty it 
report in detail a plan for the 
weekly journal by the association, 
such publication. 
by 


This resolution was at once 


emasculated striking out ‘‘the nomination of 
an editor,” and the secretary and treasurer having 
been added to the committee, it was adopted. 
One of the most practical and useful acts of the 
index 
of the transactions in the forth-coming volume. 
ay, Woodward, U. S. 


A., is particulary entitled to the position to which 


association was the ordering of a general 


The president elect, Dr. J. 

















he was elected, not only as a recognition of the 
army, but for his scientific attainments and _inter- 
est in the association. 

In the section on medicine Dr. Dunster offered 
a resolution on ‘‘ patents and trade-marks,” which 
was adopted. The same, (see report of proceed- 
ings) on being reported to the association was 
referred to the judicial council for report at the 
next -eting. 

The amendment to the laws, requiring that 
no member, with the « ion of the committee 
of arrangements, be eli to hold an _ office 
unless present at the meeting at the of his 
election, was adopted. This is a move in the 
right direction, as it 1% timulate t members 
to attendance, end prevent some mistakes that 
“have occurred in the past in the tment of 
lead men on committees, and of some who were 
not members at a l, to 1 yrtant fice 

Of the manner in which the tion was re- 
ceived and tr >d by profession and ci ns, 
it is only necessary to say, ‘‘it \ with the true 

in hospitality of yore,” and t members 
departed to return to their mes with a kind and 
cordial feeling toward the good-hearted people of 


Richmond. 


aw > 


Diabetes Mellitus and Rhus Aromatica, 
| EFERRING to the communication of ‘‘Enquir- 


er,” in another column of this issue, we can- 
not but admit that there is somewhat of justice in 
his criticism, although, shall attempt to 


if the measure of this justice is to be 


as we 
point out, 
guaged by the illustration which he offers, it is not 
calculated to 


so great as his general remarks are 
indicate. 

While this journal (we may remark incidentally) 
exercises reasonable care in the selection of the 


material which it admits to its pages and rejects as 
large a percentage of what is offered as most other 
medical journals, it recognizes the fact that to be 
hypercritical in this regard would to exclude. 
much of just such information as is in a measure in- 


be 





























valuable. The crude observations of even uneduca- 
ted natives are to be accredited with some brilliant 
discoveries—directing the minds of educated and 
more scientific investigators into channels which 
have yielded abundantly of rich fruits. Had Jenner 
been hypercritical and pooh-poohed the report of 
the ignorant milk-maid, he would never have made 
the brilliant discovery (which was really but the 
perfection of a discovery made by ignorant country 
folks years before) which made him one of the 
greatest of the benefactors of his race, and linked 
his name with undying fame. In the matter of 
medicines, many, and probably most of 
them were first forced on the attention of the pro- 
fession through their use by the people. The 
policy of the GAZETTE is not exceptional in this re- 
gard, and we cannot but think that those who ob- 
ject to the testimony of physicians simply because 
it may happen not to be clothed in a certain grace 
of diction, or may contain statements not strictly 


in accord with views on which there are, at best, © 


no absolutely settled opinions, are rather finical. 
But to return to our subject: Our correspondent 
instances the testimony in regard to the curative 
effects of rhus aromatica in diabetes mellitus, as an 
illustration of the unscientific nature of such 
testimony. Possibly he is right but there is a bare 
possibility that he may be in error, We have 
no opinion to offer on the subject and shall merely 
review, briefly, the testimony. Wherein lie the 
pathological conditions which reveal themselves in 
the symptoms of diabetes mellitus? Physiologists 
puncture the flour of the fourth cerebral ventricle 
and sugar appears in the urine, but this fact has 


I 
1 


thrown no light upon the mystery (Niemeyer). 


Modern investigation has only given the negative 





assurance that diabetes mellitus is not, as was 
formerly supposed, due to any renal disturbance, 
and has merely pointed, indefinitely, to some _ner- 


vous derangenent as the fons et origo mali. Only 





this and not more, and we areas yet altogether 





ignorant of wherein the constitutional anomaly con- 





sists, in consequence of which a diabetic patient's 
blood contains 1 


Post mortem 





sugar, and a healthy person’s none. 


no constant lesion 





ances reve 





in the seat of which the origin of the affection 
may be said to lie. Our correspondent’s inference 
from the statement that rhus aromatica is of value 
in urinary affection, that the remedy is hence not 
to be thought of as a remedy in diabetes, is not 


J 


is a diuretic it would be unscientific to administer 





ustifiable. Would he argue that because digitalis 


it in certain affections of the heart; or that because 
quinine is an antiperiodic it cannot properly be 
given for any affection not marked by periodicity ? 
Assuredly not. It is not, therefore, incompatible 
with its action in urinary affections that rhus 
aromatica is claimed to be of value also in 
diabetes. The drug indeed manifests certain 
neurotic action in its effect over the sphincter of the 
bladder in incontinence of urine, and the only method 
of determining its value is that which is the touch- 
stone of all medicines, viz., experience. The fact 
of relief is more satisfactory to most practical 
minds than a knowledge of the modus operandi. 


There is, however, a symptom, common to 
diabetes mellitus and glycosuria, which may _possi- 
bly, and, in fact, probably, have misled some who 
have reported remarkable results following the em- 
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ployment of the drug in the former affection. We 
refer to the presence of sugar in the urine. While 
this symptom is inseparable from diabetes mellitus 
its existence is not pathognomonic of that affection. 
The element of persistency in this symptom is es- 
sential. The mere fact that Trommer’s test pro- 
duces the characteristic color in a single specimen, 
is not in itself sufficient. There must be repeated 
tests at proper intervals, and these must be but to 
corroborate the suspicion aroused by the other 
symptoms,—the increased flow of urine, the un- 
quenchable thirst, the insatiable hunger, the im- 
potence, the emaciation, the acid reaction of the 
saliva, the “ripe-apple” odor of the breath, nervous 
disturbances, etc. When it is remembered that sugar 
may be temporarily present in the urine from a 
variety of causes, the danger of error from a_ sole 
dependence on this symptom in diagnosing a sus- 
pected case is obvious, and the reliability of reports 
of cures from the use of any agent is impaired 
when the record shows but a single urinary test, 
or when this test is given to the exclusion of all 
other symptoms. 
eee = 
Cathartices. 

ten the popular demand for cathartics may be 

/ taken as a measure of the necessity of this class 
of medicines, it is not less true that they are sub- 





jected to the abuses which are inevitable under 
this popular use. No class of drugs, narcotics not 
excepted, are so generally employed without pro- 
fessional advice or approval, or whose use {fs 


*h disastrous consequences. The 


fraught with su 
quantities of cathartic pills and potions which are 
vended over the counter of drug store and grocery, 
are simply incredible, and the public stand in great 
need of warning against the mischief, immediate 
and remote, which this indiscriminate use carries 
with it. It is to be feared, moreover, that the 
question of cathartics has not received the consid- 
eration from practitioners which its importance 
demands. Few physicians, we venture to say, 
who, in ordering a cathartic have any special re- 
gard to the particular drug to be administered, 
the particular portion of the alimentary canal to 
be especially affected, the remote as well as the 
immediate effect of the drug, whether.it be saline 
or vegetable, its effects on contiguous structures, 
etc. Few practitioners of many years’ standing 
but who would find it profitable to go back and 
carefully review the principles lying at the bottom 
of the administration of cathartics, their varied 
kinds and effects, etc. The notes of the late Prof. 
Carson’s lecture on the subject, published in our 
present issue, may be an aid to this end with 
many of our readers. Dr. Carson was a teacher 
of a very practical turn of mind, and his lecture 
contains much that will not be found so concisely 
stated in the text books. We cannot but think, 
however, that the report is imperfect; there are at 
all events, some inaccuracies, and yet these may 
possibly be found in the practice of some. The 
giving of opium, for instance, to relieve the pain 
occasioned by irritating ingesta will, we think, not 
generally be held to be good practice, even though 
it be but as a temporary expedient. The adminis- 
tration of anodynes is as a rule, except in inflam- 
mations, unscientific and reprehensible. Pain is a 
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symptom of much value and by so obtunding 
irritability as to allow the cause of pain to operate 
unfelt, is too often but to repress the: smouldering 
flame which although unfelt is nevertheless under- 
mining the structure, and will later burst forth in 
When the cause of 
removed before the anodyne is 


its fury. discover- 
able it 


given. 


the pain is 
should be 
Give morphia to allay the irritation after 
the cause has ceased to operate, but not before. 
The use of purgatives in anwmia, to which the 
importance. This will 
be apparent when it is that iron 
prepared for absorption after it has left the stom- 
ach, by the of liver the 
duodenum. When the liver is torpid in its func- 


lecturer refers, is of vast 


remembered is 


secretions the and 
tions chalybeates are useless and worse than use- 
less in anemia. 
a triple purpose in such cases: it promotes the ne- 
cessary flow of bile; cleanses the blood by the re- 
moval of effete matter, as sulphuretted hydrogen, 
etc., which hinders the operation of the iron by 
decomposing it; and by its hydrogogue action 
removes the serum, thus causing a shrivelling of 
the corpuscles through exosmosis, and favors the 
absorption of ferriferous chyle. Doubtless many an 
anemic has been unsuccessfully plied with 
because of inattention to this fundamental 
requisite to its absorption. 

We are of the opinion that the statement of the 
lecturer that typhus and typhoid fever, (particularly 
the by ‘‘retention of 
su!phuretted hydrogen, etc.,” will find few suppor- 
ters, at this late day. Few also, we think, will be 
found to endorse the assertion that are 
superior to blood letting as a depletory measure. 
We think 
of the lancet, and predict that another decade will 
find the 


A cholagogue cathartic answers 


iron 
pre- 


latter) are caused gases, 


cathartics 


we can discover a returning popularity 


discarded instrument in its proper place 
in the pocket case, a place from which it has long 


That 


never ceased to doubt, even though that place was 


been banished. it has a place there we have 
too prominent when over thirty years ago we were 
We 
quently bleed 
It is 
unfashionable to bleed and hence pneumonia and 

still claim 
The discussion before the late meeting of 
Medical 
profession are becoming aroused in regard to this 
matter, and we believe that such an arousal 
that the 
much more frequent resort to venesection than has 
obtained the of a century. 
Cathartics we usurped the 
place of the lancet to the detriment of the patient. 


a tyro in the practice of the ars medica. be- 





lieve that many physicians would fr 
to-day were they not tyrannized by fashion. 
peritonitis their large percentage of 
victims. 
shows that the 


the American Association 


eat 
IS ali 


is necessary to reveal necessity for the 


during vast quarter 
5 i 


have, believe, long 


—_— > 


Soluble Elastic Filled Capsules. 


MONG the latest devices which vigilant and en- 
“\ terprizing pharmacists have introduced with the 
object of relieving drugs of their disagreeable fea- 
tures of taste and 
virtues, the 
factured by a house 


smell, without impairing their 
elastic filled manu- 
of manufacturing pharma- 
cists in this city, deserve especial mention. 
These capsules have been exhibited at the 
various medical conventions thus far held this 
season, and have won the merited encomiums of 


soft capsules, 
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all who have examined them. No adequate con- 
ception of their elegance can be formed by simply 
recalling the filled capsules previously on the mar- 


ket. They are nade after a method not 
heretofore employed in this country, and work- 
men and apparatus’ have been imported 
from Germany to_ successfully conduct their 


manufacture. A more elegant or a more successful 
device for the administration of nauseating 
fluids it would be 
capsules must be seen 


or acrid 
These 
to be properly appreciated. 


impossible to conceive. 


The points of excellence which they present over 
for a similar purpose and 


profession 


the capsules designed 
with the American 
familiar, are briefly, as follows: 

1. Their transparency. T 


which are alone 
made of the 
u and are perfectly 
transparent, permitting a full inspection of their 
contents. This to prevent 
the sophistication possible under the use of opaque 
gelatine. 
2. Their elasticity and lubricity. 
from 


hey are 
finest quality of white gelatine 


yroperty is calculated 
perty 


These proper- 
the capsules, as completely as 
easy 
They may be easily moulded between 
thumb, held for a 
mouth the action of the saliva on 


ties remove 


possible, every thing which prevents their 
deglutition. 
the finger 


moment 


and and when 
the 
the gelatine covers mucilaginous 
coating which greatly facilitates their swallowing. 

3. The quality of their contents. They are filled 
with ingredients of the very finest quality obtain- 


in 


them with a 


able. The manufacturers invite the closest scrutiny 
of their contents, and physicians who specify this 
the appre- 
hension on this point. 

4. Solubility. 


brand in prescriptions need have no 


The solubility of these capsules 


may be determined by the simplest test. Allowed 
to lie loosely in the mouth the contents escape in 
from two to three minutes, and there is not the 





x intact 
with the 


remotest possibility of the capsules passing 


with the faces, as is sometimes the case 
ordinary filled capsules. 
the filled 


sizes. Heretofore 








5. Their capsules 
offered the profession of this country have not 
contained more than ten minims of liquid. 
On the list before us we notice capsules con- 
taining all the way from ten minims to half an 
ounce. The larger capsules are designed more 


particularly for the administration of cod liver and 
castor oils. Notwithstanding their size, they are, 
owing to their elasticity and lubricity, swallowed 


The 


capsules are too obvious to re 


es of such 





as readily as an oyster. 
enumeration. 
re put upina 





These soluble elastic filled cap 
style in keeping with their elegance, in boxes con- 


taining one, two and three dozen. 





Book Reviews and Notices. 


PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF SURGERY, 


THE 





Being a Treatise on Surgical Diseases and Injurie By D. 
Hays Agnew, M, D., LL. D., Professor of Surgery in the 
Medical Denartment of the University of Pennsylvania. 
Profusely illustrated ; in three volumes, r and 
2 issued. 

Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. London: 16 South- 
ampton street, Covent Garden, Detroit: Thorndike Nourse, 


vo. Vols. 


The first volume of this great American work on 























-on- 
iply 
Nar- 

not 
ork- 
rted 
heir 
sful 
crid 
lese 


ver 
and 
one 


stly 
\eir 
ent 
jue 


er- 


asy 
en 


on 
us 
1g. 
led 
in- 
ny 
his 


les 


ed 


he 
act 


es 
ot 


n- 
an 
re 
nd 


e, 














Editorial Department. 219 


Surgery was issued in 1878, and the second in 
1881. The third volume, now in progress of rapid 
preparation, will, when published, complete the 
work. 

It was the author’s original plan to complete his 
work in two volumes, but he found the subject 
growing on him to such a degree as to prevent 
the possibility of his doing it justice in the limited 
space. The addition of the third volume will be 
to the advantage of the surgical portion of the 
profession, and especially to the surgical student. 

The first volume attracted the attention of the 
profession from the reputation of its author. An 
examination of it justified the expectations formed 
of it, and the work was at once proclaimed as 
standard. The second volume, so anxiously looked 
for, has now appeared, and maintains the reputa- 
tion of its predecessor. In vol. 1 the author, in 
ten chapters, and covering 1062 pages, discusses 
in his introduction, surgical diagnosis, then Ist, 
Infammation; 2nd, Wounds; 3d, Injuries of the 
head ; 4th, Injuries of the chest and abdomen; 5th, 
Wounds of the extremities; 6th, Diseases of the 
abdomen ; 7th, Diseases and injuries of the blood 
vessels; 8th, Ligation of arteries; 9th, Surgical 
dressings ; and roth, Injuries and diseases of the 
osseous system. Chapter 11, Vol. 2, treats of dis- 
locations ; 12th, of diseases of the joints ; 13th, of 
Excision of joints and bones; 14th, Consideration 
of subjects connected with minor surgery; on the 
use of the knife and venesection; 15th, General 
considerations with regard to operations; 16th, 
Anesthetics ; 17th, Amputations ; 18th, Shock, Trau- 
matic fever; Igth, Furunculus, Phlegmon or Boil; 
2oth, Injuries and diseases of the genito-urinary 
organs; 2Ist, Surgical diseases of women; 22nd 
Surgical affections of the spinal or dorsal region, 
Malformations of the head from effusion ; 23rd, Sur- 
gical diseases of the mouth. By the enumeration 
of.the contents of the two volumes issued our 
readers will obtain some idea of the conceptions 
of the author and the broad field he cultivates. 
That he has opinions which differ from those of 


writers or surgeons who have preceded him, ana 


which he fearlessly st stand to his 





inounces, mu 





credit; experience and time will be the judges as 
to the correctness of them. Did our space permit 
we should like to give the special ideas of the 
author in extenso; we believe them to be sound 
and practical. To write a work on surgery in this 
day is not an easy task. Yet Dr. Agnew has, in 


our Opinion, accom 





1ed it, and has given a work 
that American surgeons and students may well be 
proud of, and he must be accepted as the latest 
exponent of American surgery. 


It is a work to be warmly commended. 


A MANUAL OF THE DISEASES OF THE EYE AND Ear 
For the use of Students and Practitioners. By W. F. Mitten- 
dorf, M. D., Surgeon to the New York Eye and E: 
firmary ; Ophthi i 
door department; Assistant to the chair of Ophtt 
and Otology in Bellevue Hosoital Medical Coll 
illustrated with colored lithographs and wood-cuts. 
New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. Detroit: Thorndike 
Nourse. 


r In- 









Surgeon to Bellevue Hospital, out- 





ulmology 
ge. Fully 








This book is an octavo of 445 pages, containing 
forty-six lithographic illustrations, all of which are 
femarkably true to nature. As the title would 





indicate the work is divided into two parts. The 
first, comprising 355 pages, is devoted to the con- 
sideration of eye diseases ; while in the remaining 
ninety pages diseases of the ear are briefly discussed. 
From the number of text books which have 
recently appeared on diseases of the eye, one 
would very naturally suppose that the study of 
ophthalmology was receiving unusual attention. 
With Wells, Schweiger, Wecker, Carter, Nettleship 
and other works which have made their appearance 
within the past few years, it might be supposed 
there was no room for a work like Mittendorf’s. This 
is not the case, however, for it is a good book, 
and especially so for medical students. The 
student or practitioner may obtain much valuable 
information on a given point without reading 
through an endless amount of verbiage, as is often 
necessary with larger works. The author might 
have gone more into detail on the pathology 
of some subjects, yet even on this point it is 
incomparably better than many of our larger books. 
His classification of titles, for example, is in accord- 
ance with our views regarding the pathological 
processes which take place, and is the only scientific 
arrangement, and the only one which medical 
students can readily comprehend. 

“he arrangement, division and definition of the 
great variety of cataracts are such that a first 
course student ‘may readily understand the subject— 
something well-nigh impossible for the average 
student to do from reading almost any other text 
book on ophthalmology. 

We think it would have been better had the 
whole volume been devoted to the consideration of 
eye diseases, for then an opportunity would have 
been afforded for a fuller discussion of some sutb- 
jects. While there are some things which we might 
criticize, yet there are so many points of excellence 
that we feel disposed to praise the work, and to 
thank Dr. Mittendorf for the ¢ 
book will afford us in our efforts to teach ophthal- 


eat aid which his 





mology. 








A Pr t for Practitioners and 
Stud ay, M. D., author of 
Heada freatment ;’’ Mem- 
ber 1s of London; Phy- 
sician x Women and Chil- 
iren. Se 1d much enlarged. Price 
n cloth, $5.00. Sheep, $ 
Philadelphia: Presiey Blakiston, Detroit: Thorndike 
Nourse. 


This work is the outcome private and hospi- 
tal practice, extending over 
and is based upon clinical exper 


a lengthened 


period, 





ce rather than 





on theory. To assist the student, each disease 
and its varieties are classified afier the method 
sanctioned by modern pathology. To help the 
practitioner a descriptive heading is placed before 
each chapter to enable him readily to obtain the 
information desired. 

There is much in the book that the profession 
is already familiar with, but to the student it will 
be found new. The author presents his subjects in 
a clear and logical manner, without verbosity, but 
sufficiently at length to give a full and definite 
description of the disease. In the matter of treat- 








he is 
danger withal but a firm believerin the vis medicatrix 


ment peculiarly happy—bold and heroic in 


nature. His therapeutics is based on broad prin- 
ciples treating the details in such a manner as to be 
made applicable to the different varieties and stages 
of the disease, thus leaving little room for doubt. He 
tells should be used and when 
they should be let alone, and above all is intensely 
practical in his selection of drugs. 

The book is up to the times and we cordially 
commend it to it is written, but 
especially the student. 


when medicines 


those for whom 


PHOTOGRAPHIC ILLUSTRATIONS OF CUTANEOUS SYPHILIS. 


By George Henry Fox, A. M., M. D., Clinical Lecturer on 
of the Skin, College of Physicians and Surgeons 
New York; Surgeon to the New York Dispensary, depart- 
ment of Skin and Venereal Diseases; Member of the New 
York Dermatological Soci:ty; the American Dermatologi- 
cal etc., etc. Forty-eight from life. 
Colored by hand. Complete in ‘rz numbers. Price, $2.00 
per number. 

New York: E. B. 


We 


valuable illustrations. 


Diseases 


Association, plates 


Treat, 757 Broadway. 


have before us Nos. 7, 8 and 9 of these 


No. 7 discusses and illustrates Syph. Tuberculo- 
sum ; Syph. Tuberculosum Ulcerativo ; Syph. Tuber- 
culosum Squamosum ; Syph. Tuberculosum Crusta- 
ceum. 

No. 8 Syph. Tuberculosum Serpiginosum ; 
; Scrofuloderma 


Syph. 


Tuberculosum Ulcerativo Ulcera- 


tivo; Syph. Pustulo Crustaceum. 
No. 9, Syphiloderma 
It would seen 


Gummatosum ; four cases. 


commit in 
of 


ippearance 


impossible to an error 
careful these plates. 


that 


diagnosis after a study 





They present such a life-like the 
Every 
the 
valuable addition 


comparison is rendered perfectly easy. 


its explanatory text, and 


} 


will De a 


number contains 


series, when complete, 





to the library of every physician who meets with 
syphilis, and who are they who don’t? 
HyYDROPHOBIA 
By Horatio R. Bigelow, M. D of the Medical Asso- 
ciation and Licentiate of the al Society of the Dis- 





trict of Columbia. 
Philadelphia: D. G. Brinton, 11 


There is no one disease the pathology of which 


lies in such cimmerian darkness as that of the 
subject of the book before us. Whether the dis- 
ease rests in the blood or nervous system it is 


equally fatal, and our therapeutics is as futile to 


prevent or cure as our ignorance of its materies 
morbi is obscure. 

Dr. Bigelow has endeavored to give the litera- 
ture of the subject in as compact a form as pos- 
sible, leaving out Rabies, the half brother of hydro- 
phobia, as belonging to the province of the vete- 

All that is known of treatment is given, 
the results of the various remedies em- 
The author holds to the doctrine that the 
disease lies in the hence order 
treat it successfully the remedial agents must be 
such as act directly upon the circulation. 

To understand properly the views of the author 
the book should read. It contains valuable 


rinarian. 
and also 
ployed. 

in 


blood, and to 


be 


information which no other single volume affords. 


The Therapeutic Gazette. 














LecTURES ON DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS System, 
Especially in Women. By S. Weir Mitchell, M. D., Mem- 
ber of the National Academy of Sciences; Physician to the 
Orthopeedic Hospital, and Infirmary for Diseases of the 
Nervous System; Fellow of the Philadelphia College of 
Physicians ; Member of the New York Academy of Medicine, 


etc., etc. With five plates. 

Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co. Detroit: John 
Willyoung. 

The author informs us in his preface that the 


lectures which compose this volume deal chiefly 
with the rarer maladies of maladies 
of Many of them are original studies 
of well-known diseases, and others deal with sub- 
jects which have been hitherto slighted in medical 
literature or which are almost unknown to it. 

The subjects of the lectures are : Ist, The Paraly- 
sis of Hysteria; 2nd, Hysterical Motor Ataxia— 


Hysterical paresis; 3d, Mimicry of 


or forms 


women, 


Diseases ; 4th, 
5th, Unusual forms of Spasmodic Affections 
in Women; 6th, Tremor, Chronic Spasms; 7th, 
Cholera of childhood ; 8th, Habit Chorea ; 9th, Dis- 
orders of Sleep in Nervous or Hysterical Persons ; 
roth, Vaso-motor and 


same ; 


Respiratory Disorders in the 
Nervous or Hysterical ; t1th, Hysterical Aphonia; 
12th, Gastro-intestinal Disorders of Hysteria; 13th, 
The Treatment of obstinate cases of Nervous Ex- 
haustion and Hysteria by seclusion, rest, massage, 
electricity and full feeding. ; 

The -reader will observe from the contents the 
We id from its 


scope of the book. can only ad 
perusal that it is a valuable addition to the knowl- 


edge of the class of diseases described in the text. 















THe Stuo MANUAL OF HisTOLOGY 
For the use of Students, Pra oners and Microscopists. By 
Chas. H. Stowell, M. D., t Professor of Physiology and 
Histol and the Instr the Physiological Labora- 
tory ¢ e University of Michigan Illustrated by 192 
eng g 
Detroit: Geo. S. Davis, Publisher. 


This work is written more especially for the use 


of students and microscopists. The science of his- 


tology has made such rapid advances in the past 
few years, so many new facts have been discovered, 
that a necessity seems to arise for having these 
facts properly formulated. The book is not intend- 
the large text-books of Stricker, 


Klein, but to furnish a 


ed to supercede 
the 


manual so condensed as to give 


or complete atlas of 


all new discoveries, 


and to retain all the valuable of yore. The author 





does not propose to enter upon a discussion of 
doubtful subjects but to give the results as most 
generally received. Most of the drawings are 


original ; to those that are not credit is given as 
far as can be known. The illustrations given are 
from specimens of the author’s own preparation 
and are strictly accurate. 

The work is creditable not only to the author 
but the publisher, and we predict for it a recogni- 
tion as a standard text-book in our medical schools 
and laboratories. 


Das BOTANISCHE CENTRALBLATT. 

Referirendes Organ fiir das Gesammtgebiet der Botanik des In- 
und Auslandes ; herausgegeben unter Mitwirkung zahlreicher 
Gelehrten, von Dr. Oscar Uhlworm, custosand der Universi- 
tiits-Bibliothek in Leipzig. Price, 7 mark. 

Published by Theodore Fischer, Cassel. 
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We have received 
is very interesting and valuable for students of 
botany. The intention of this work is, to pub- 
lish extracts from the botanical publications of all 
countries, shortly after their issue. Late informa- 
tion upon botanical subjects appears in so many 
different languages that it is difficult for a botanist 
to keep conversant with the current botanical lite- 


this botanical work, which 


rature unless he be an accomplished linguist. 
The contents of the book are: Reports, Literd- 
ture, Scientific Correspondence, Instruments, Pre- 
parates and Conserves, Methods, Botanical Garden, 
Institutes, Collections, Botanical Exchange, Explan- 
ations. 
This book is to be commended in every respect. 





Wuat Every MOTHER OUGHT TO KNow. 

By Edward-Ellis, M. D., late Senior Physician to the Vic- 
toria Hospital for sick children, and formerly Physician to 
the Samaritan Free Hospital for women and children, and 
to the North London Hospital for consumption, etc Au- 
thor of “A Practical Manual of the Diseases of Children,” 
etc.,etc. Price, 75 cents. 
Philadelphia: Presley Blakiston, ror2 
Thorndike Nourse. 
This little book is 

designed more especially 

the management of _ their 
intended to advise what to 
diet and the hundred and 
that may arise and need attention before com- 
petent advice can be obtained. It is written on 
the basis of common sense and in language that 
can be easily understood. We commend it to all 
those who have to do with the rearing of infants 
whether in private houses or public institutions. 
Pamphlets Received, 


ransactions of the Victoria Street Society for the Protection of Ani 


Walnut St. Detroit: 


for popular reading, and is 

mothers and 
nurseries. It is 
do as_ regards 
little complications 


for 


one 
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mals Vivisection, for the year ending Lrecember 31st, 
1880. Office of the Society 1 Victoria street, Westminster, 
S. W., 1881. No. 2. 

A Statistical Report of 252 Cases of Inebriety 
{nebriates’ Home, Fort Hamilton, L. I. 
Mason, M. D. Read before the 
the Cure of Inebriates. 


from 


Treated at the 
By Lewis D. 
American Association for 
Trance and Trancoidal States in the Lower Animals. By George 
M. Beard, K.. M.D. Reprint from the Journal of 
Comparative Medicine and Surgery, April, 188r. 





A Case of Compound Dislocation of the Wrist. 
St. Louis Medical Society. 


Reported to the 

Ovarian Tumors, At what stage of the disease is it the proper 
time to operate, 

Reflections upon the History and Progress of the Surgical Treatment 
of Wounds and Inflammations. A report on the Progress of 


Surgery by Edward Borck, M. D., St. Louis, Mo. Reprint. 

A Case of Primary Tuberculosis of the Larynx. By J. Solis 
Cohen, M. D., Philadelphia. Read before the American 
Laryngological Association, 1880. Reprint. 


Fifth Annual Report of the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, 
Maryland. Wm. Hopkins, Secy. 


Eighth Biennial Report of the Trustees, Superintendent, and Treasurer 
of the illinois Asylum for Feeble-Minded Children at Lin- 
coln. October ist, 1880. C. T. Wilbur, M. D., Secy. 

Thirty-Eighth Annual Report of the Man agers of the State Lunatic 
Asylum, Utica, N. Y., for the year 1880. 
the Legisla:ure. 


Transmitted vo 


The Sanitary News, The Health Journal of the Mississippi 
Valley. R.C.S. Reed and C. A. L. Reed, editors and 
publishers, Cincinnati, O. Office 193 West 7th St. Edito- 
rial office, Hamilton, Ohio, to which address all communi- 
cations. Subscription price, $1.00 per year. 

ist and Second Annual Reports of the Board of Health of the City 
of New Bedford, Mass, Dr. John H. Mackie, Secy. 
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SoME New Uses or SOME OLD REMEDIES—Co- 
PAIVA IN ScIATICA.—Mr. President,—Old remedies, 
like old friends, are apt to be forgotten; especially 


when there comes to be a rage for new ones. 
And when a new remedy fails to satisfy—as it 
always must—an exaggerated expectation, it is 


often incontinently discarded. 

Consider the remedies for rheumatism that have 
recently been revealed to us: lithia, propylamine, 
tincture of iron, and now salicine; and still we are 
not content. Like the grave, and the sea, and the 
barren womb, we cry, it is not enough! 

But every medicine has its own proper sphere 
of action, and outside this sphere it must prove of 
no avail. And what this range may be it is im- 
portant to ascertain, in old, quite as much as in 
medicaments that are new. 

I mean, first, those that I have 
stumbled upon in a rather blundering fashion; and 
also those which may have been already somewhat 
vaguely indicated, but far as I can 
observe, have not been adopted by the profession 


By ‘‘new uses,” 


which, as 


at large. All the while, I quite anticipate that 
what has occurred to me has come to the minds 
of others; and that it will be found, once more, 


that there is nothing new under the sun. 

No one will deny that copaiva balsam is an old 
remedy. Its bare mention, to say nothing of its 
subtle aroma, may flutter even an elderly bosom. 


I wish to speak of this drug as wonderfully effi- 


cacious in sciatica. The treatment of sciatica 
seems to be alittle indefinite. I fancy we all meet 
with very troublesome instances, in which we 
administer a variety of drugs with a perseverance 
that deserves, but does not always command, 
success. 

You will agree with me, sir, that no good man, 
and not even any mixed audience, should be 


lightly submitted to the discipline of hearing cases. 
I will not much offend, but will venture to relate 
two. 

Let me premise that in 1877 I attended a woman 
for who from 
sciatica, and who gave me a horror of hypoder- 
mic morphia, because she came to require it twice 


1ineé months, suffered miserably 


a day, and because I believe that at last this 
remedy was the occasion of her death. 

On March 7, 1878, I saw Mrs. M., who had 
acute pains along the course of the right sciatic 
nerve, in the thigh, calf, and ankle. She was 
compelled to lie in bed. The urine was healthy, 
but loaded. There was no constipation, and no 
sign of tumor or other disease. Perhaps her life 


had been a little irregular: though the mother of 
many children, and nearly forty years of age, I 
think she had recently had an intrigue with an 
actor; but I could not discover any venereal dis- 
She took potassic iodide and bromide in 


On the 


order. 
full doses, together with some colocynth. 


8th, as she was no better, she took quinine and 
opium powders. On the goth, her agony was so 
great that I was reluctantly driven to administer 


hypodermic morphia; at the same time I increased 
the dose of the iodide and gave her belladonna 
pills. On the roth the hypodermic morphia had 
to be repeated; but it gave her relief only for a 








few hours. On the 11th, instead of the morphia, 
she took a draught—nepenthe, "xl., chloral, 3 ss, 
pot. brom., 3ss, tr. sumbul, 3ss. This gave her 
a fair night. On the 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 
and 17th, the draught was repeated, but gradually 
lost its effect. All the time while the iodide and 
bromide were continued, she had a variety of 
external applications, such as poultices, chloroform, 
aconite, turpentine and sassafras. 

On the 18th and I9gth we went back to the hypo- 
dermic morphia. On the 2oth, as the urine still 
deposited urates, with a little uric acid, she took 
lithia, with scoparia, buchu, and colchicum. On 
the 2st were suspended, and she was 
thoroughly purged. On the 22nd she had quinine 
in large doses, with muriate of ammonia. On the 
24th the pain seemed worse than ever. It was 
distressing to witness her sufferings. The hypo- 
dermic morphia was resorted to; and she 
had On the 25th 
seemed somewhat better, but the turpentine made 
her a little delirious. 
and 


sedatives 


again 


turpentine in capsules. she 


I then resolved to give her 


copaiva, prescribed the usual mixture for 


gonorrheea : 


BR Bals. copaib., 3 jv 
Tr. lavand, 3 jv. 
Tr. hyos., 3 iij. 
Pot. bicarb., 3 j. 


Mucilag., 3}. 
Aquez, 3 vj. 

Sig.—A tablespoonful every four hours. 

On the 26th the pain was almost gone, and she 
was with smiles; but she rebuked me 
with some show of reason, for not having given 
her this marvelous medicine from the outset. 

I naturally looked upon this recovery as a mere 


radiant 


coincidence—a happy chance; and the affair passed 
from my mind. 


Nine months afterwards, 1878 


December 31, 78, 
who had 


in bed for a week, with sciatica of left leg. 


on 
I was called in the night to see Mrs. J., 
been 
The pain was 
dermic mor 


perate—indeed, 


so severe that I administered hypo- 





a at once. She was tall, thin, tem- 


abstemi with 


rather 





2uUS—woman, 





lency to neuralgia. Her family are 
I could not suspect her of 
She 


perhaps a ter 
a little consumptive. 
the shadow of an intrigue. had a grown-up 
model 


Her 


family and a husband ; she was over fifty 


vears of age. secretions were natural, and 


she seemed from 
muriate of On January 
better, and I prescribed full d 
colchicum, but refused her entreaty to repeat the 
morphia. No better the 4th, so she then had 
belladonna and phosphorus. On the the 


pain was growing more severe, she took syrup of 


free disease. I gave her the 


ammonia. 2nd she was no 
ses of bromide with 
on 


7th, as 


the iodide of iron with phosphorus; and had a 
liniment of belladonna, aconite, and veratria. On 
the 12th her sufferings were worse than ever. All 


the night through she had lifted up her voice and 
wept. The relatives gather round me with up- 
braiding faces. One may manage a patient, even 
if she refuses to improve ; but the patient’s friends 
have one at a disadvantage. I was obliged to see 
her twiec during the day, and each time considered 
it prudent to administer hopodermic morphia. On 
the 13th just the same, when—happy 


she was 


thought !—I suddenly remember the former case, 
and prescribed the copaiva mixture. 


The next day 
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the pain was nearly gone, and on the 2oth she 
was quite well. 

This time I did not forget; but have used the 

remed; lately in many cases both male and 
female, with like success. I do not begin with 
the drug; thinking it better first to empty the 
bowels, and to relieve any gouty rheumatic, or 
anemic state that may happen to exist; but fall 
back upon it if the pain continues unabated, 
* In explanation of this therapeusis I have very 
little to say. Ricord remarked upon the action of 
copaiva on the nervous system, and noticed a case 
in which it produced temporary hemiplegia; and 
Maestri records an instance in which large doses 
of the balsam occasioned partial paralysis of the 
facial muscles. 

For my own part, I am inclined to associate the 
remedial property just indicated with the drug’s 
well-known power of producing diuresis in certain 


forms of hepatic dropsy. It seems to have an 
action on the liver; it certainly stimulates the 
kidneys ; and it exercises some influence on the 


nervous system. 

[Since this paper was read, I have found that 
the resin of copaiva is as efficacious as the balsam. 
It is, moreover, twice blessed. The resin agrees well 
with the stomach, and can administered in 
pills, so that the patient is spared a highly nause- 
ous dose ; and it can be exhibited uncombined, so 
that the doctor who is troubled at polypharmacy 
suffers no mental perturbation.|—Dr. March 
Medical Times and Gazette. 


be 
in 


STATICAL ELEcTRO-THERAPEUTICS.—At a meet- 
ing of the N. Y. County Medical Society held 
February 28th, Dr. J. W. Morton read a paper on 
the subject as follows: 

Statical electricity for medical purposes has fallen 
into almost complete disuse. The physicians of 
to-day fail to find any merit in statical or frictional 
Galvanism and 


electricity. Faradism have in turn 


displaced it. Convinced of the great and superior 


merits of this remedy, I have ventured to bring 


the subject before the Academy. 

It was Sstatical electricity that was first applied 
to medicine. It was not until the 1rSth century 
that electricity was systematically used as a thera- 
In 1734 the first drawn 
In 1744 a practical electri- 


about this period 


peutic agent. spark was 
from the human body. 
cal machine was invented, and 


many valuable treatises on electricity appeared. 
Nollet administered the electric spark to a paralytic 
Under the favoring auspices of the French 
the 
important cures 


pro- 


patient. 


Academy of Medicine people were alive to 


of electricity, and 
But at the very height of 


merits 
were effected. 
gress of statical electricity Galvanism was steadily 


many 
the 


growing. 

Up to comparatively recent times statical elec- 
tricity was produced by a single glass wheel. Holt, 
however, in 1865, invented a machine by which 
the quantity and tension can be regulated as de- 
sired. 

The machine I will exhibit to-night is a double 
Holts, giving an eight inch spark. It combines in 
a single machine Franklinism and Faradism. An 
excellent insulating stool is made by slipping rub- 
ber caps on the feet of an ordinary chair. 
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Se 
Statical electricity is measurable, and may be 
The motor power may be by steam, 
water, or hand. I need not say that mechanical 
movemement is best. In treatment by statical elec- 
triciy the patient is insulated and electrified. We 
may treat by simple insulation with discharge, or 
with discharge by means of electrodes, producing 
The spray so-called is the familiar brush 
The electric wind is a very agreeable 


regulated. 


a spark. 
discharge. 
way of applying electricity to the skin. 

The spark and shock have formerly been the 
methods of employing statical electricity. I will 
add to these insulation, and we have Franklinism 
and Faradism combined. The static-induced cur- 
rent gives more efficient contraction with less pain 
than galvanic induced. 

Therapeutical Considerations. Physics and medi- 
cine both teach the superior value of static elec- 
tricity, and its disuse in modern times is simply 
the result of not giving it fair play. The physicist 
or physician of to-day cannot neglect the old works 
It was abandoned from the incon- 
The fogs and damps 
but to-day the 


on electricity. 
venience of administering it. 
of old interfered with its use, 
machine is made independent of atmospheric con- 
ditions, by being surrounded by a glass case pro- 
tecting it from moisture, the air inside of which 
can, if necessary, be artificially dried. 

Statical electricity now claims the attention of 
the profession to relieve muscular paralysis of long 
standing, chronic nervous affections, and to pro- 
mote absorption in cases of old exudation. 

Franklinism is at the same time less violent and 
more curative than galvanism. Why above and 
beyond other forms does statical electricity cure? 
Contraction of the muscles is due to the mechani- 
The reflex phenomena of 
account for 


cal action of the spark. 
peripheral irritation will 
many seemingly inexplicable phenomena of elec- 


doubtless 
trical application. Charcot has given his adher- 
ence to the theory that external application does 
Inhibition by 


organs. 


affect remote internal g 
agitation may be found to be the 


] 


peripheral 
explanation of many of the hitherto unaccounted 





for facts of static electricity. 
} 


The available means of administration are insu- 





lation, sparks, spray, shock and static induction 





current. Insulation is employed for its simple 
refreshing effects, for its tonic properties, to re- 


lieve rheumatism and spasms, 
tive insulation may be chosen, and twenty min- 


Positive or nega- 
utes is the average time for duration of applica- 
tion, since a longer time may produce a _ sense 
of fatigue. 


improve ] 


treated at 


By the platform with the 
Holt’s machine four patients may be 
a time, and a child seated in its mother’s lap 
may receive the current. In certain forms of 
anesthesia and paralysis, especially in spinal 
paralysis, the long distance spark is almost effica- 
cious. should be 
remove the 
clothing, the spark passing through the clothing. 

The spark excites muscular contraction, stimu- 
lates the skin, etc., but the spark may be emi- 
nently anti-spasmodic. 


Large electrodes preferred, 


It is never necessary to patient’s 


In torticollis and in a large variety of sub- 
eleciricity is an 
In the improved 
violence of the shock may 


acute rheumatic pains static 
invaluable agent in treatment. 
Holt’s machine the 





be in some degree controlled, but is not at alt 
times severe. A strong shock will cause profuse 
perspiration, disagreeable sensations at the stom- 
ach and a feeling of ‘‘ goneness.” 

Dr. Morten here gave a_ condensed history of 
asevere case in which he had used statical elec- 
Among them were cases of 
hysterical spasms, hysterical spasms with paraly- 
sis, severe muscular rheumatism, sciatica and 
cruralgia, Bell’s paralysis and progressive locomo- 
tor ataxia. The benefit in all had been very 
marked, improvement rapid, and in most a com- 
plete cure had been effected. 

From his study of the subject, and the applica- 
tion of static electricity in his practice, Dr. Mor- 
ten derived the following conclusions: 

That electricity, as a curative agent, 
may be placed on a level with galvanism and 
faradism, and in some cases is superior to the 


tricity with success. 


statical 


latter. 

That stimulation is as certain by insulation and 
spark as by induced current. 

Insulation and sparks relieve cutaneous anzsthe- 
sia more rapidly than galvanism or faradism. 

Motor paralysis may be decidedly relieved by 
Static electricity. 

Muscular rheumatism, spasms, hysterical paraly- 
sis, neuralgia, etc., were peculiarly amenable to 
statical electricity. 

That its curative power operates by stimula- 
tion of the muscles, nerves of special sense, and 
organs and by terminal irritation of sensitive 
nerves.—MVedical Gazette. 

TREATMENT OF LEPROSY—PROPHYLACTIC AND 
CurATIVE.—At a meeting of the N. Y. Academy 
of Medicine, held January 20 (Medical Record) Dr. 
H. G. Piffard read a paper on leprosy, from which 
we abstract the following bearing on the treatment 





of this opprobium of medicine: 

The principle which underlie this are well under- 
stood. If a community is to be protected from 
the spread of leprosy, all cases that exist in it 
should be absolutely separated from the inhabi- 
tants, and each new case should be sent to live at 
To do this thing, 
however, always requires the help of the General 


a lazaretto with the others. 


There are now in the United States 
A suitable lazaretto ought to be 


Government. 
over fifty lepers. 
established, where these cases and all subsequent 

Nation- 
The case 


y be isolated and properly treated. 


al legislation would be required for this. 





ones Tf 


of the Sandwich Islands illustrates the danger which 
a country may be subjected to from the spread of 
Forty years ago the disease did not 

Now one-tenth of the inhabitants are 


leprosy. 
exist there. 
lepers. 

In the treatment of individual cases, general 
hygienic measures demand the first attention. 

As regards curative treatment, there are some 
few cases reported which seem to have been cured. 
In many cases undoubtedly, the symptoms of the 
disease are greatly ameliorated, and its progress 
is retarded. It is not right, therefore, to say that 
every case is hopeless. The principal indications 
for treatment are: first, to relieve the pains, to 
restore sensibility to the anzsthetic parts, and to. 
cause the tubercles to disappear; and, second, to 
retard the progress of the disease. To fulfil these 
indications a number of drugs have been employed. 
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The speaker mentioned a large number of these 
drugs, and described the results which had been 
obtained from their use. Among them was the 
callotropis gigantea, a remedy in high repute in 
India fifty years ago, and still used there. It is 
considered very efficacious in lupus The 
hydrocotyle asiatica was accidentally discovered to 
be useful in leprosy by Dr, Boileau, who was him- 
It still has a reputation for efficacy, 


also. 


self a leper. 


but is not a specific. It is used on the island of 
Mauritius. 
The anacordium occidentale and bichloride of 


mereury are used together, salt meat and salt fish 
being excluded from the diet. In this connec- 
tion it was stated that nearly every writer insisted 
upon the importance of including fresh meats in 
the diet, excluding all salt meat and salt fish. 

Lepers are subject at times to a peculiar fever, 
for which quinine may be given. This fever is 
especially apt to appear in the later stages, when 
carious processes set up in the bones. 

An oil known as cardol is used with benefit, It 
is an extremely irritating substance, and is ap- 
plied externally to the tubercles. 

Somewhat similar in action to this 
strong solutions of which are painted on 


is nitrate of 
silver, 
the parts. 

Gurjun balsam has some repute in leprosy. 

Chaulmoogra oil is another drug which has effi- 
cious properties. A number of persons have recom- 
mended it, and some cases are reported cured by 
it. There is now a case at Charity Hospital, under 
the care of Dr. Sturgis, which has received marked 
benefit from this remedy. It is given internally in 
doses of "v., increasing to "xx. t.i.d. The taste 
nauseous, and large doses irritate 
It may be applied externally also. 

Nux in the form of the crude nut, is 
used in the East, and there asserted to have reme- 
dial virtues. It must be taken for a long time. 


is extremely 
the stomach. 


womica, 


Hoang-nan is another drug lately come into 
repute. It comes in the shape of a brownish-yel- 
low powder, of intensely bitter taste. It has a 
tetanizing effect, and probably belongs to the 
strychnos family. In a letter from a gentleman in 
Honolulu, where this drug has been tried, it is 
stated that sometimes the drug did good, some- 


times it did harm, and sometimes it had no effect. 

Galen recommended the wine in which vipers 
drowned. Following him, perhaps, the 
recommend lachesis, which is the 


had been 
homeoeopaths 
venom of a South American snake. 

The speaker gave a full account of the treatment 
recommended by Dr. Erasmus Wilson. 

Having concluded his review of the treatment, 
Dr. Piffard said that, as a result of personal expe- 
rience, he has found the pains controlled by blis- 
ters; the tubercles are lessened under frequent 
painting with iodine. Chloride of barium internally 
has produced some improvement; but very decided 
benefit has resulted from the of chaulmoogra 
vil. 

The speaker 


use 


thought that there would yet be 
discovered some means of curing leprosy. Hereto- 
fore treatment had been entirely empirical. At- 
tempts at a rational treatment, based on a knowl- 
edge of the pathology of the disease, had yet to 
tried. Dr. Piffard was of the opinion that 


be 
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leprosy was primarily a disease of the nervous sys- 
tem, and especially of the spinal cord. 


MEDICINAL Uses OF INDIAN HEmMp.—Dr. Michel 
(Montpellier Med.; Bull. Gén. de Therap., 1880, p, 
380) again calls attention to the value of Indian 
hemp, particularly in the treatment uterine af. 


of 


fections. He proposes the following formula in 
metrorrhagia: 
BR Tincturz cannabis indicze, = ss 


Syrupi simplicis, f 3 j 

Aque ad f 3 viij. 
M. Sig. or six hours. 
His experience leads to the following conclusions, 


A teaspoonful every five 


1. The action of Indian hemp is double,—excitant 


in small doses, in larger ones sedative and even 
hypnotic. 2. Of use in most nervous affections, 
it is particularly valuable in chorea, tetanus, cer- 
tain cases of mental alienation, delirium tremens, 
and neuralgia. 3. The muscular tissue of the 
uterus is particularly sensitive to its influence; 
metrorrhagia is stopped by it, and the urine con- 


tractions sO increased that it might be substituted 
for ergot.—Phila. Med. Time 

FAILURE OF PICRATE OF AMMONIA IN REMITTENT 
FEvERS.—The Medical Record of 
tains a communication by J. B. 
of Milltown, N. J., the 
ammonia in malarial fevers. 

This drug has (although the 
doctor has never seen it) for this purpose in home 


January 22 con- 
Vainright, M. D, 
of picrate of 


on use 


been mentioned 
journals as far back as 1873. 

It was noticed in the Circular 
January, 1873, page 24, under the heading 
zotate of Ammonia to supersede Sulphate of Quinia,” 
also in April and June, 1878, pages 78 and 106. 

Our county, Hudson, is the Eldorado for mala- 
rial fevers, and the the Hudson 
and Haakensack rivers are inexhaustible breeding 
Any cheap substitute for quinia is sure to 


1878 I 


Druggists’ of 


‘* Carba- 


marshes along 


places. 
receive a fair trial here During 1877 and 
have tried, and 
in the country, as early as 
ammonia in over thirty cases of 
of all types, giving it according to Beaumetz in 


so have many other physicians 


1874-1876, vicrate of 


remittent fevers 
doses of from one-sixth of a grain to one grain 
The result 
Larger doses of from 


several times a 
only. 
grains per diem, and repeated for 
and gas- 
the color 


in pill form, day. 
has been negative 
six eight 
several days, produced 
tric disturbances. The urine 
of tincture of iodine, and 
This discoloration disappeared 
though after the drug was stopped. 

Picrate of ammonia 
neys, and if they are 
order, this drug in large doses might prove pos - 


to 


severe cerebral 


became of 


the skin deep yellow. 


in a short time 


is eliminated by the _ kid- 


not in perfect working 
tively poisonous. 
Carbazotate 


cough, 


of ammonia is also a sfecifie in 
‘*cures”’ diphtheria by 
destroying the micrococci. (See Philadelphia Medi- 
cal Times, 1878.)—Chas. A. G. Schuhl, M. D., in 


The Druggists Circular and Chemical Gazette. 


whooping and 


METALLO-THERAPY.—Dr. Petit (Bulletin General 
de Therapeutique) reports several interesting cases 
of in this method of 


treatment proved of 


nervous affections, which 


eminently successful. One 
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on 
these occurred in a boy, et. 14, who suffered from 
“hysteria” with contraction of the lower limbs, 
general anesthesia, and ischemia. Faradization 
stimulated the capillary circulation, but did not 
affect anesthesia. The application of gold disks 
caused within ten minutes a return of sensibility 
in a zone around the point of application. This 
zone increased at subsequent sittings, with the 
result that, at the end of three months, the gene- 
ral sensibility and movement of the lower limbs 
had become normal. Disks of other metals and of 
wood had previously been tried, but had produced 
no effects—Am. Four. Med. Sci. 





DANGER OF COMBINING ANODYNES.—A writer in 
the London Lancet calls attention to the danger of 
administering chloral, bromide of potassium, and 
opium, either combined or one after the other. 
Serious collapse or fatal coma may follow quite 
moderate doses. 





New Remedies. 





MANACA (FRANCISCEA UNIFLORA).—This is one 
of the late remedies introduced by the enterpris- 
ing firm, Park, Davis & Co., and deserves special 
mention as a remedy for rheumatism. It belongs 
to the natural order Solanacewz, and was cailed at 
one time Brunfelsia Uniflora—since, it has been 
named Franciscea. There are five species, and 
all are more or less valuable as drugs, the uniflora 
especially so. Its recommendation for rheumatism 
led me to try it, the result being as follows: 
Case Ist, a man aged 35, had been loading cars 
with wheat in sacks for a number of weeks, was 
taken with rheumatism of a subacute character, 
had tried many things without relief. Put him 
upon the following: fid. ext. manaca, 2j; syr. 
simp. 7j; aqua. dist. Zij. M. Sig.—teaspoonful 
four times daily, until it acts upon the bowels, 
then two or three times daily. It stopped the 
pain in 24 hours. He could take the dose four 
times daily, and it only kept the bowels a little 
soft, but did not physic. In four days from the 
time he began the treatment he resumed his labors 
as usual; continued the medicine until taken up, 
took no more and remains well. Case 2nd, Mrs. 
A. had rheumatism of left knee and ankle joints, 
which had existed about four weeks; had taken 
everything recommended for it, with little benefit. 
R fid. ext. manaca Zss. Sig. take 10 drops four 
times daily. In three days pain gone, but con- 
siderable soreness remains; continued treatment 
three weeks and was well. She resumed her 
household duties on the 8th day. Case 3d, Mrs. 
K., rheumatism of hand and shoulder, had existed 
six months. R fid. ext. manaca, 2j. Sig. gtts x, 
four times daily; was relieved at once and cured 
in six weeks. Case 4th, Harry M., Oct. 1oth, 
theumatism in both feet, existed for a year. R 
fid. ext. manaca, 3j. Sig. gtts. xv, four times 
daily. In two weeks pain all gone; made a good 
Tecovery in ten weeks. Several others here have, 
and are using the manaca with equally good re- 
sults. I shall give it a fair trial in syphilis when 
Opportunity presents. At present I am not satis- 
fied as to how the remedy acts, but it is so valu- 





able a drug in rheumatism that I shall make it a 
special study in the future. Its habitat is Brazil, 
where they make great account of it. 





UMBELLARIA CALIFORNICA.—This is the correct 
botanical name of the drug brought to the notice 
of the profession by Dr. Mann, of this state, not 
long since. It belongs to the natural order Laur- 
acez; was formerly called the Oreodaphne Cal. I 
have had but little experience with this drug, but 
I think when well understood it will ‘prove valu- 
able. It is only as a stimulant and in bowel 
troubles that I have had experience with it. After 
the active stage of dysentery it acts nicely. As 
a stimulant in typhoid disease it acts splendidly. 
Cholera morbus yields to it rapidly; in fact, it 
reminds one of mist. cajeputi comp. in its action; 
like it, it is a diffusive stimulant, pervading the 
extremities about as soon as taken. Like every- 
thing else, it acts better in small, frequently re- 
peated doses: R fid. ext. umbellaria Cal., 3 ij; syr. 
acacia; aqua dest. aaZij. Sig.—teaspoonful every 
half hour, hour, or two hours, as may be required, 
or it may be given on sugar in drop doses as 
often as required. I wish to repeat that the name 
I have given it is its correct botanical name.— 
Ff. H. Bundy, M. D. in the California Medical 
Fournal, 





QUEBRACHO BARK, ASPIDOSPERMIN.—The March 
No. of the Va, Medical Monthly contains a trans- 
lation by Dr. H. P. Wenzel of a paper by Dr. F. 
Rohne, of Zurich, Switzerland, in the course of 
which quebracho is discussed. This portion of the 
paper gives first the result of the experiments of 
Penzoldt and Shickendanz, as published in THE 
THERAPEUTIC GAZETTE for January 1880, after 
which it continues as follows: 

The most brilliant results were obtained in the 
asthmatic attacks of a consumptive. After the use 
of two teaspoonfuls of quebracho solution, the re- 
spirations sank, in one and three-quarter hours, 
from 54 to 27, or 30. During the following night 
the patient slept well, which, previously, was im- 
possible. 

In exudative pleuritis, respiratory reduction was 
more marked, falling from 26 to 28, to 24 to 22. 
In asthma of emphysematous patients (3), it fell 
from 32 to 36 to 22 to 18. The respirations did 
not change much in complications of emphysema 
with pleurisy—26 to 30 to 24 to 20 respirations. 
In a severe case of compiicated bronchitis, the 
change was marked from 25 to 30 to 23 to 20 re- 
spirations; once from 24 to 16 respirations. In the 
latter cases a superficial respiration was observed 
at times. In a similar case, without respiratory 
change (18 to Ig per minute), after exhibiting the 
remedy, it required close observation to count the 
respirations; and the sharp (at times distinctly 
heard at a distance), whistling sound became mark- 
edly weaker. 

Marked cyanosis in phthisis, emphysema, etc., 
was either lessened or entirely relieved by que- 
bracho. It also apparently had some influence in a 
case of ‘‘collosal” cyanosis, resulting from a con- 
genital pulmonary stenosis and chronic pneumonia. 
The ‘‘acne nose” of an emphysematous patient, 
which usually had a violet-blue color, changed to 
a fiery-red under quebracho, and was much admired 
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Subjectively patients without ex- 
and in some 
In 


by a room-mate. 
ception breath more or less easy, 
cases an extraordinary easy respiration follows. 
a case of thrombosis of the pulmonary artery, a 
respiratory reduction from 36 to 28 respirations per 
minute, from 54 to 34 respirations, and from 46 to 
39 respirations followed after the exhibition of each 
teaspoonful, respectively, of quebracho solution, 
with diminished cyanosis and greater comfort. 

There was no prejudicial concomitant appearance, 
no narcotic action whatever; there was usually, 
first, a feeling of warmth in the head. The dis- 
position to cough is lessened, and expectoration is 
expedited. Sometimes there is some perspiration— 
frequently slight salivation. The medicine does 
not taste unpleasantly, is astringent and aromatic. 

Penzoldt groups the foregoing results as follows: 
‘‘We possess in quebracho bark a remedy, which, 
without prejudicial consequences, alleviates for 
hours, or entirely removes different forms of 
asthma or difficult breathing in various diseases of 
the lungs and the circulatory system. Its thera- 
peutical action is manifested in frequency of depth 
of respiration, in cyanosis, and primarily in sub- 
jective oppression.” 

In explanation of the action of quebracho, Dr. 
Penzoldt remarks, that after observations in exper- 
iments on animals and man, upon using the drug, 
redder coloration of the blood followed (arterializa- 
tion). To prove this, the author took two samples 
of blood from an animal be slaughtered, and 
added quebracho solution to one, and an equal 
quantity of distilled water to the other sample; and 
he found the first, after some standing, decidedly 
deficiency of oxygen (under 
mercurial vacuum), the red coloration was moder- 
ately produced. Upon this, Penzoldt grounds the 
hypothesis that, possibly, by acting directly on the 


to 


more crimson. In 


blood, it supplies the power to absorb larger quan- 
tities of oxygen than and that the blood 
flowing through the capillaries into the veins, is 
However, the fact 
animals is 


usual, 


deeper colored than normal, 
that excessive doses cause dyspnea in 
not explained. On the frog, aspidospermin 
similar to the extract of the bark. 

In No. 52 Berlin Klin. Wochenschr., December, 
1879, is an essay by Dr. Berthold, of Dresden. He 
experimented with preparations from the firm Gehe & 
Cie. It should be remarked here, that, according 
to reports from this firm, there was no quebracho 
blanco bark in stock from April, 1880 (?) [this 
statement should doubtless be 1879,] till then; 
hence, it appears, that only lignum quebracho was 
used, which leads to the conclusion that this was 
the wood of quebracho Colorado, of loxopteringium 
lorentzti (Griesbach). 

Berthold, using only his preparation in the differ- 
forms of dyspnoea, lays the chief value of the ob- 
servations on the changes in respiration. In a case 
of convulsive asthma, the respirations sank, within 
three hours, from 64 to 30, after exhibiting three tea- 
spoonfuls of the tincture of the wood of quebracho 
[Colorado?] The dyspnoea was caused by pulmon- 
ary emphysema, insufficiency and stenosis of the 
mitral valves, fatty cardiac degeneration, and dilata- 
tion of the right ventricle. The author states that 
in cases of irregular pulsations, when digitalis has 
been used and this remedy must be discontinued, 
and orthopncea persists, quebracho is a desirable 


acts 





The Therapeutic Gazette. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


} 









remedy, and the intensity of the attacks becomes 
decidedly weaker than before. 

Out of six cases of phthisis, only two were suc- 
cessfully treated for difficult breathing with que- 
bracho [wood]. In one of these cases, the respira- 
tory frequency fell from 52 to 28, after the second 
hourly teaspoonful of tincture of quebracho. 

There were no results obtained in the dyspnoea 
of croup. 

In diarrhoea, the best results were obtained with 
the extract of quebracho. 

Dr. F. Picot, of Karlsruh, used cortex quebracho 
in three cases of dyspnoea—due to  catarrhal 
pneumonia, bronchial asthma, and valvular lesions 
—with good results. The patients felt easier, and 
were well satisfied with the action of the drug. 
Respirations fell in frequency, and the other phys- 
ical signs remained in s¢a/u guo in the case of catarrhal 
pneumohia. 

Dr. Picot made experiments on himself for three 
Thermometric and barometric 
climbing a moun- 
Before starting, 


successive days. 
pressure were about the same 
tain to the same height each day. 
his respirations were 16, pulse 64 per minute, with- 





out quebracho; on ascending the rather steep moun- 
and the pulse 94, 
with very unpleasant sensations short breath. 
On the third day he took three doses tincture of 
quebracho = 15.0 grammes of the powder [= 231.- 
On ar- 
riving at his destination his respirations were 30, 
and his pulse registered 80. He felt better than 
on the previous day, and the exalted respirations 
sooner became normal. Another patient breathed 
much easier, and could smoke his de- 
scent, which impossible on the day before. 
No quebracho was taken the third day, and 
the symptoms were as on the first day. A 
ber of experiments, with similar results, were made 
with two other persons. No negative action was 
developed; the dose was from 10 to grammes 
[= 154.323, 231.485 grains]. According to Wiener 
Medizinisch Blatter, No. 41, 1879, the 
Skoda was much relieved by tincture of quebracho 
used by 


tain, the respirations became 42 
of 


485 grains], half an hour before starting. 


tobacco in 
was 
on 
num- 


15 
renowned 
in his long illness, and was_ successfully 
him in other cases. 


Klinischer Wochenschrift, 


In No. 10 Berlin 
March, 1880, appeared a second article by Dr. 
Penzoldt, of Erlangen: ‘‘To review the action of 


the drugs of quebracho, aspidosperma and particu- 
larly of the lignum quebracho, in cases of dyspnea, 
he principally reviewed the, article of Lagner in 
the Breslauer Arztliche Zeitschrift, 1879, No. 24, 
according to which, quebracho preparations pro- 
duced deleterious negative results in Berger's hos- 
pital ward in Breslau. The occasion of this result 
Penzoldt made his first experiments 
Cis 


is not given. 
with the bark of aspidosperma quebracho, 7. 
with the bark of a package sent by Dr. Schickendanz 
from Pilciao(Argentine Republic) to Europe as such 
bark. 

Herr Dingler Custos, of the Munich Botanical 
Gardens, describes the genuine drug as _ follows: 
He (with some almost ripe fruit) forwarded pieces 
of bark of aspidosperma quebracho, which were 
about I to 2 cm. [=2-sths-4-5ths inch] thick. The 
outer half was deeply torn, and covered with a 
this layer of cork. The outer bark, when free 
from injury, was of a brownish yellow, turning to 
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a reddish color; in fresh sections, more or less red, 
with darker, yellowish-brown, irregularly marked with 
irregular, concentric, confluent lines—-cork lamella— 
and dotted whitishly. The various large, whitish 
dots filled the entire tissue closely, and, under the 
microscope appeared as thickened tissue elements. 
The [inner?] bark, when free from injury, was of a 
pale, yellowish color—large, fibrillary fibres passing 
irregularly in different directions, marked by angu- 
larly rising fibres. The sclerochymatic cells were 
plainly visible in cross sections, but not so distinct 
as in the cork containing parts. 

Schickendanz makes the following observations 
on the habitat of aspidosperma quebracho: ‘‘This 
tree is quite common in the Province of Santiago, 
and in the valley in which the city of Catamarea 
lies. On this side of the Ambista(?), I know of 
but a single group of this tree, which grows at 
the outlet of the Quebrate del Molle, about four 
leagues east of Pilcino. From this section the 





bark is obtained. For many years the bark has 
been used as a febrifuge, and is said to be almost 
similar in action to cinchona bark.” 

Penzoldt’s experiments with preparations of que- 
bracho wood, prove that the wood has an identical, 
but slower and less intense therapeutical effect 
than the bark. Its therapeutical use showed that, 
though no decided action was frequently visible, 
the remedy did excellent service. An attempt with 
a preparation called extractum quebracho, developed 
a feebler and slower poisonous action in the frog 
than the original watery solution of the alcoholic 
extract. 

The reports on the action of lignum quebracho 
preparations depend principally on the natural, un- 
influenced, spontaneous assertions of the patients, 
or upon the answer to questions whether the pa- 
tients have noticed any changes’ subjectively. 
Again, it has benefited emphysematous patients 
most; for a longer or shorter period, the drug al- 
ways improves these patients. Several consump- 
tives, also, report lessened dyspnoea. In a case of 
complications of emphysema, pulmonary phthisis 
and nephritis, the remedy failed altogether. There 
was no benefit in several cases of advanced phthisis. 
The remedy failed completely in an old lady with 
nephritis and diffuse dropsy; in another case of 
severe dropsy—cardiac muscle degeneration and 
albuminuria—there was, at first, some 
benefit; later no action; and in another case of 
acute nephritic-dropsical patient, it brought relief 


frequently. Apparently, then, the remedy, lignum 
quebracho, alleviates the dyspnoea of emphysema 
most, of consumptives less, and is of little value 
in nephritic patients with oedema. 


Favorable results are also reported by Pribram 
(Prague Medicinisch Wochenschrift, 1879,)Frommuller 
(Betz, Memorabilien, 1880, H. 1, S. 15)., and 
Krauth (ibid., 1879, H. 11, S. 510.) The last- 
named reporter used the drug successfully in two | 
cases of cardiac hypertrophy in the last stage— 
manifested by general dropsy and dyspncea—of 
three cases of albuminuria scarlatinosa, one case of 
tuberculosis, cedemal dyspnoea, and in one case of 
lung injury caused by stabbing, with severe exuda- 
tion, In all of these cases the remedy markedly | 
influenced the dyspncea. | 
; Whilst Penzoldt has collated [the results recorded 
in this paper trom] all publications on the subject | 





to which he has had access, and has added his own 
experience with quebracho wood, he shows that all 
this is not sufficient to accurately determine in 
which cases of dyspnoea lignum quebracho relieves, 
and in which it will fail. 

In a final resumé, Penzoldt draws the following 
conclusions: ‘‘The therapeutical action of cortex 
quebracho, which I, at first, indicated, are in force 
until further investigations produce different results, 
Further investigations are desirable, and must be 
carefully conducted, until a sufficient quantity of 
the genuine bark is found in commerce. Mean- 
while, the use of lignum quebracho is advocated in 
practice. According to the foregoing experiments, 
derived from divers sources, it has a favorable 
action in many cases of dyspnoea. In those 
primary diseases, complicated with difficult respira- 
tion, dyspnoea was markedly decreased. Even in 
those it exerted but little influence; and in those 
conditions in which it failed altogether, the facts 
have not been definitely stated. It seems that the 
dyspnoea of emphysema is most influenced by que- 
bracho. Favorable action is also noted in bronchitis, 
pulmonary phthisis, cardiac lesions (of valves and 
muscular tissue), the so-called spasmodic asthma, 
etc. The action of quebracho is generally evanes- 
cent. That it may be more effective, and prolong 
its influence by longer exhibititon of the remedy, 
is, according to preceding observations, not impos- 
sible. But this must be definitely ascertained. 
There was nothing observed of a definite disturb- 
ing negative action by those experimenters who used 
the genuine quebracho wood. 

Taking all data into consideration, the extended 
use of lignum quebracho may be recommended, 
with an easy conscience, to our colleagues. If ad- 
ministered according to previous directions, there 





will be no harm done, though the remedy fail. 





Uncertain forms [of diseases] must, of course, be 
excepted,” 

Penzoldt refers those cases of mechanical obstruc- 
tion to the smallest contraction of the bronchial 
tubes [bronchioles] by cedema or excessive secretion, 
to this category in which the remedy will fail in 
its action. 

In judging of the success attained in individual 
cases, all other results which, in the true sense, 
are able to influence the object 





'€ appearances of 
dyspnoea, favorably or otherwise, must be excluded, 
in order that the pure action of the remedy may 
be viewed. : 





The proper dose for each case must be deter- 
mined by experiment. Experiments on animals 
show that excessive doses of quebracho cause 
dyspnoea, while small doses may prove useless. 
Different individuals, with divers diseases, will 
show varied results after exhibition of the drug. 
A dose ‘‘which checks dyspnoea in one case, may 
increase it in a second, and prove useless in a 
third—be the dose too large or too small. It is 
certainly not safe to expect an increased action by 
larger doses of the drug, as, for example, with 
morphia, chloral, etc. 

Penzoldt directs the drug to be prepared as fol- 
lows: About 10.0 grammes [= 154.323 grains] 
finely pulverized wood (or bark) are macerated with 
100.0 grammes [= 1543.235 grains] of absolute 
alcohol for some time (about eight days), in a well 
stoppered bottle; then filter, evaporate the filtrate to 
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to dryness on the water bath; dissolve in 10 ccm. 
[= 5.41+drachms] hot water, and filter. This 
watery solution is of a reddish-brown color—some- 
times murky, when prepared from the wood, and 
clear and yellow when prepared from the bark. A 
teaspoonful of this solution =2.0 grammes [= 30.- 
865 grains] of the [crude] drug. Begin with a tea- 
spoonful of the wood tincture, as a dose for adults, 
thrice daily. This dose may possibly be increased 
in certain conditions. The bark tincture has always 
been sufficiently large, as stated. 

The prescription formula may be written as fol- 
lows: R  Pulverized lignum (cort.) quebracho, 10.0 
grammes [= 154.323 grains]; macerate for eight 
days in vitrio brue clauso c. Spts. vini [alcohol] recti- 
ficatum, 100.0 grammes [= 1543.325 grains]. Filter 
every other day, let cool and dissolve in warm 
water, 20.2 grammes [= 308.647 grains]. Filter. 
Sig. One teaspoonful three times daily. 


GRINDELIA ROBUSTA AS A REMEDY IN ASTHMA.— 
T. M. Rochester, M. D., read the following paper : 
The presentation of this subject to the profession has 
been delayed purposely for some time, and that 
for two reasons. In the first place, the writer is 
but a slight believer in the many much-vaunted 
new remedies with which we are at present 
deluged; and, secondly, he did not wish to be 
accused of making a great cry over the successful 
treatment of a few cases. Some months ago, the 
Medical Record, in giving a list of various new 
drugs, said that grindelia robusta had been before 
the profession for several years, and did probably, 
therefore, possess some useful properties, although, 
as there was no literature on the subject, a great 
deal of ignorance existed as to its real value. The 
silence of other observers is sufficient excuse, if 
one were needed, for the writer simply giving his 
individual experience with the drug. 

It is the object of this paper merely to tell what 
has been done with and noticed of the action of 
grindelia robusta. 

On taking the chair of Diseases of Heart and 
Lungs in one of the dispensaries here some two 
years and a half ago, I naturally met with quite a 
number of cases of asthma, and having for some 
months faithfully tried the various approved plans 
of treatment, which I had used with more or 
less—usually less—success in private practice, I 
determined, simply as an experiment, to see what 
could be done with grindelia robusta. It must be 
remembered that the majority of cases first treated 
were of long standing, and among a class of peo- 
ple whose hygienic surroundings were, as a rule, 
bad, and whose occupations, in some instances, 
were extremely obnoxious to the disease. Not- 
withstanding this, however, the result of the treat- 
ment was more than gratifying. The writer is not 
one who is much inclined to talk about cures, but 
in no single instance, and that, too, covering a 
comparatively large experience, has it failed to 
effect a prompt and decided relief. Up to the 
present date, including both private and dispensary 
practice, I have used it in over sixty cases, of 
which I have made note, and nearly as many more 
without any record. It has seemed to be of equal 
efficacy, whether employed for simple spasmodic 
or for inflammatory asthma. In two cases 








of | 








cardiac asthma, when combined with the other 
remedies, it has relieved the dyspnoea as nothing 
else would. It is useful both during the paroxysm 
and in the intervals, although it is to be given 
differently in the two instances. For the former 
it should be administered in half drachm doses of 
the fluid extract every fifteen minutes, until the 
spasm is relieved. At other times it is to be 
given in fifteen to twenty drop doses, at intervals 
of from four to six hours, and continued for from 
a week to ten days, when, except in very obsti- 
nate cases, it will have accomplished what was 
intended, and the patient will experience relief for 
a period of six or eight months, and in many cases 
longer. At the approach of another attack the 
use of the drug for a few days will be found all 
that is necessary. 

My usual dispensary formula for its administra- 
tion is as follows: 

BR Potassii bromidi, 3 ss. 
Fl. ext. grindelize robustz, syr. ipecacuanhe, #4 3j 
~ Aquz pure, 3 ij. 

M. Sig.—Teaspoonful every four hours. 

This had better be varied in private practice, as 
it is decidedly nasty to the taste. In my experi- 
ence I have rarely had to give more than one 
bottle of this mixture until after the expiration of 
the time mentioned above. Grindelia robusta has 
also proved of singular benefit in hay asthma. In 
one case in particular of this nature, where the 
patient, a lady, had been a great safferer from 
this affection for thirty-eight years, and had tried 
everything without any relief, it acted like a charm, 
and I received a note of thanks from her which 
would have made the fortune of a_patent-medi- 
cine man. 

I have used it now exclusively for all asth- 
matic affections, occurring in my practice, for over 
two years, and have never been disappointed in 
it. Others may not be so fortunate, as there is 
a great deal in getting used to any remedy and 
learning just how to vary its administration and 
dose for each individual case. The writer’s experi- 
ence, however, is excuse enough for his occupy- 
ing a portion of your time this evening, and he 
believes that grindelia robusta will prove of very 
great assistance in a number of what might other- 
wise have been exceedingly obstinate cases. A 
number of my friends in the profession have used 
it and report good success. In one case, in the 
practice of Dr. McHaughton, where it was given 
to a child during a paroxysm, although it relieved 
the dyspnoea, it also seemed to have a decidedly 
depressant effect. This is the only instance whete 
I have seen or heard of its having this action, and 
am inclined to think it due in this case to some 
idiosyncrasy of the patient. 

As regards the preparation used, I have always 
employed the fluid extract, but think that, owing 
to its unpleasant taste, if there be a solid extract 
it would be preferable to give it in pill form. 

In conclusion let me say a few words as to the 
probable action of grindelia robusta. I do not 
believe that it is a specific. My observation of its 
effects induces me to consider it primarily as an 
anti-spasmodic, with possibly especial reference to 
the spasm of the bronchioles. Secondly, ic is a 
stimulant expectorant, and this is probably why, 


in conjunction with its anti-spasmodic properties, 
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it is so peculiarly useful in inflammatory asthma. 
Thirdly, it may be regarded, in a certain sense, 
as a bronchial tonic. Judging from its action, it 
looks as though: it might prove useful in pertussis, 
but my own experience with it in this affection has 
not been sufficient to warrant an assertion to that 
effect. I have used it in a few cases in dispensary 
practice, and the mothers have told me that the 
children’s paroxysms were not so severe or frequent 
while taking it, but this is only hearsay evidence. 

I have used it, however, with marked benefit, 
in a great many cases of bronchorrhoea and chronic 
bronchitis, as an adjuvant to other measures. 

It was my intention to have brought up this 
subject at the time that the treatment of asthma 
was under discussion by the Society, but I was 
unable to be present at that meeting. The con- 
tinued use of the drug since that time enables me 
to speak much more positively as to its efficacy 
than I could have then done. My experience then 
would not have warranted more than a suggestion 
as to its use. At present, however, I feel that I 
can thoroughly recommend it, as it has proved, 
in my hands at least, far superior to any of the 
other remedies or methods of treating asthma. 

Wishing to make this a fair and impartial state- 
ment of the merits or demerits of grindelia robusta, 
so far as its use in any way has come to my 
knowledge, I will say that I learned yesterday 
from Dr. S. E. Fuller, since writing the above, 
that he has tried it in six cases with no apparent 
benefit except in one case. In this instance, how- 
ever, the drug acted with marked and decided 
efficacy. I believe that the doctor has only used 
it during the paroxysm, which perhaps accounts for 
his lack of success, as it seems to be more espe- 
cially useful when given during the intervals, for the 
purpose of warding off an attack. 


DISCUSSION. 

Dr. Squibb said he would like to ask the doctor 
whether in his usual use of the drug he had com- 
bined it as he mentioned in the prescription which 
he gave of bromide of potassium and ipecacuanha ; 
whether that was his usual form of using it, or 
whether it might be understood that he had 
used it alone; and whether the prescription he 
had given was the exceptional or general form. 

Dr. Rochester replied that he had usually used 
it alone, but the prescription mentioned had been 
a customary formula to write for a dispensary. 

Dr. ———— said that he had been in the 
habit of using the grindelia robusta for the last 
four years in all cases of asthma. Before that he 
had tried all the ordinary remedies that had been 
vaunted, and were often found useful, but the treat- 
ment with which had on the whole been unsatis- 
factory. He had been very glad to learn that 
grindelia was considered a specific. The first case 
where he had tried it was an exceedingly severe 
one—that of an elderly man, who was given to 
drink somewhat and had frequent attacks of asth- 
ma. When he saw him he was in a feeble condi- 
tion, and he really did not think the man would 
recover from the severe attack he had at that time. 
The usual remedies were tried during the paroxysm, 
and after he had got alittle better the doctor put 
him on the robusta, pure, and kept him on it for 





some time, and he recovered in a way that was 
very satisfactory. He had had no attacks since, 
although he had been threatened with it two or 
three times. Formerly he had been subject to the 
attacks from the very slightest causes. During the 
last four years, on several occasions, the man, 
had called on him, and he had put him on the 
old drug, and to be sure that whatever benefit 
there was derived from that, he had never mixed 
it with anything but glycerine. In this case it 
certainly worked wonderfully well, and it had 
encouraged him to try it in other cases ; and since 
then he had used nothing else, and it had given 
uniform satisfaction. As to grindelia robusta he 
had nothing to say. It was strongly recommended 
by some of the early writers. He thought it would 
be a good thing for members to try it, who had 
not given it a trial. It was certainly a safe 
remedy. 

Dr. Squibb remarked that it was about the year 
1867 when Dr. Gibbons’ first paper appeared in 
which this grindelia was noticed. There have 
been so many statements made in regard to it 
that have partaken of the character of advertise- 
ments, and so much has been said for it, as to 
create suspicion in his mind that the observations 
had not been very accurately made. In the first place 
—in this market, at least (and he presumed in 
others, for this market has been supplied from 
California mainly)—there have been three differ- 
ent varieties of it very common; and they seem 
to have been used without discrimination. Grin- 
delia squarrosa has been as often seen in this 
market as grindelia robusta—perhaps not of late 
—but certainly in the early history of the drug, it 
was as common to see the squarrosa as the robusta, 
whilst to the two were attributed very different 
effects. He might say that there is, therefore, 
some reason for supposing that the fluid extracts, 
as made in this market are as often made of 
one variety as of the other. 

Then another thing appeared to him to be 
suspicious, and that was that it relieved such 
various kinds of asthma—that asthma from very 
different and almost opposite conditions, all seemed 
to be relieved by it. It is very easy indeed to 
expect too much from a remedy of this kind, 
and when one sees the florid statements made 
about it, the suspicion very naturally arises that 
beneficial effects may be ascribed to it in some 
cases which may have been relieved by combina- 
tions which were given with it. He was not 
aware that there had yet been published a single 
observation, where the drug had been critically and 
accurately observed in its application. He would like 
to ask Dr. Jacobi whether he knew of any in- 
vestigation that had been made of the drug in 
regard to its application to even spasmodic asthma. 

Dr. Jacobi replied that he knew of none, which 
was all he would say about it. But he thought 
he should begin on the very next day to use’ the 
drug.—Proceedings Medical Society County of Kings. 


VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM, RHAMNUS PURSHIANA, 
BERBERIS AQUIFOLIUM, CEREUS BONPLANDII, PE- 
TROLEUM. — Viburnum Prunifolium,— The black 


haw bush or small tree, every body knows; but 
medicinally, very few know that the profession 
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have it in a real remedy in threatened abortion, 
or flooding after it. I was called to a lady in her 
seventh month of pregnancy, with violent pains 
coming on every and which had 
been increasing for several hours. I gave her at 
extract, with thirty 
In an hour the pains 
repeated the vibur- 
hours 
subsided. 


five minutes, 
once one drachm of the fluid 
grains of hydrate of chloral. 

moderated little, and I 
num, with twenty grains of chloral. 
after, I gave the same and the 
The patient slept several hours. 


some 
Two 
pains 
In 

hours the pains returned again, and I 
of and twenty grains of 


gave three doses, subduing the 


six or seven 


again gave 


one drachm viburnum, 


chloral; I pains. 


Being called away to a labor case, I was absent 


twelve hours, and being sent for hurriedly, I 


my more violent 
pains, and the os uteri opened three-fourths of 


found patient, as before, with 
an 
inch. I repeated the same doses four times, and 
the pains subsided. This continued 
about eight days, but required less chloral each 
day. Every three milk 
freely, keeping the bowels open by enemata. The 
patient bore the,medicine well, and made a good 
recovery; and two months afterwards went through 
her labor satisfactorily. 

I had often tried hydrate of chloral and other 
medicines vainly, to check abortion or miscarriage, 
after the womb commenced opening. 

Two months afterwards, I was called to a simi- 
lar case in threatened abortion, with flooding. I 
gave the viburnum alone, as I desired the patient 
to be awake in order to report hemorrhage. In 
two hours the pains and hemorrhage both ceased, 
with good recovery. 

I was called last year to another patient—flood- 
ing dreadfully—and the contents of the womb 
were partially removed. I gave viburnum and 
ergot, and used hot-water injections, with the bag 
syringe (otherwise called fountain syringe)—a great 
improvement on the rubber bulb. The flooding 
was violent, and required continuous use of the 
syringe and medicine for two days before the 
hemorrhage ceased. The abortion was complete, 

A short time since, I was called again to the 
same lady, in her seventh month of pregnancy, 
with violent pains every seven minutes, but no 
flooding. I gave viburnum and chloral, as 
before; but the stomach rejected three in 
succession. I then gave four drachms of viburnum 
and eighty grains of chloral, by enema. In one 
hour the pains moderated somewhat. I gave half 
the quantity for the second dose, and the pains 
gradually stopped without further trouble. 

If this preparation is not accessible, I would 
use the decoction of the fresh bark. The profes- 
sion can rely on this remedy, and doubtless many 
lives will be saved by its prompt use. 


condition 


or four hours I gave 


doses 


Cascara Sagrada or Rhamnus Purshiana.—I have 
used this drug for two years, and find it excellent 
for constipated bowels. When the rectum 
pid, and no other organ is affected, cold water 
enemata often restores regular passages, particu- 
larly after hard labors; but everything fails to act 
after one or two passages, and this drug proves a 
good remedy, and requires small doses. It is 
thought to act by toning the bowel to its natural 
function; but whatever the theory may be, its good 
effects have been acknowledged by hundreds of 


is tor- 








people wherever it has been used. When this 
remedy fails to act, as it does sometimes, I add 
one or two drops of the fluid extract of belladonna, 
and natural passages are obtained. 

Berberis Aquifolium,—Having several scaly dis- 
eases which ‘arsenic, iodine, and other alteratives 
failed to cure, I used this drug by itself, and with 
success. One case was cured with a pint of the 
fluid 


others required more. 


extract; another with two pints; and some 


Where constipation of tor- 


pid bowels existed, I added the cascara sagrada; 
and for convenience, I had several thousand pills 
made, for the cases requiring both medicines; but 


In 


very 


would prefer the fluid extracts. several 
the 


the 


cases 
promptly, 

As an 
this drug does 
not take its place beside iodide of potassium. Not 
having the many of diseases 
reported, I am unable to furnish any results from 
its use, as given in the various journals by prac. 


of syphilis, disease yielded 


and without use of any mercury. 


alterative of the blood, I doubt if 


experience in the 


titioners all over the country. 

Some physicians report cures of cancer from the 
use of this drug, but not having used it in a 
single case, I merely mention it, and connec- 
tion with the other new remedy—Czhian Turpentine. 
Whether either or both have any virtue in a genu- 
ine case of cancer, remains to be seen and tested 
by the honest and truthful part of the profession. 

I would digress for a moment and report my 
experience in cancer, and would state that in 
every city, from Boston to San Francisco, I have 
looked after cancer cases, with the treatment 
adopted. Before the late sectional war, I visited a 
cancer hospital adjoining the suburbs of Memphis, 
Tenn., and remained all night with the proprietor 
—formerly a tailor, by calling, who found large 
fees by cancer-curing, as he advertised it. I saw 
forty patients, and probably only four cases of 
cancer—three of which the cancer doctor admitted 
were hopeless. The others were ulcers and tumors 
of every kind. of them large and 
easily cured— as the oily-encysted tumors—and for 
all of which large fees were obtained from wealthy 
planters. Since the war, I visited a cancer hos- 
pital in Philadelphia, but saw only some mild 
cases. Not being admitted within the hospital, 
with the assistance of a prominent surgeon, we 
visited many of the cases reported cured through- 
out the city, but no one case had a physician’s 
certificate that it was a cancer. A late report on 
cancer by a German physician, reports one case 
in fourteen cured; and, if the cured 
cases had lived awhile longer, the chancers would 
While not incredulous about cancer 
to results. 
experienced and 
money- 


in 


Some very 


doubtless, 


have returned. 
cure, it is best 
The 


honest 


awhile and see 


of 


precedence of 


wait 
concurrent testimony 
men should take 
making quacks. 

of the many 
species of cactus, and having tried it in several 
cases of functional heart disease, I am willing to 
wait and try again before deciding it as the best 
remedy ever used, as asserted by several physi- 
One of my cases has been at death’s door 
several times, and has recovered under its use. 
The symptoms were shortness of breath, inability 
to lie down, great frequency of pulse, faintness, 
flushing of face, lips and fingers almost stagnaa 


Cereus Bonplandii.—This is one 
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with blood. Having tried the usual remedies— 
digitalis, bromide of potassium—and these without 
success, I gave the fluid extract of cereus bonplan- 
dii, in fifteen drop doses. In half an hour I re- 
peated the dose. The action of the heart moder- 
ated, and from 125, gradually came down to 90 
pulsations to the minute, or even lIcss. In two 
cases there was suppression of urine, which warm 
baths and acetate of potash failed to relieve; and 
in conjunction hair cap moss was given—half a 
drachm of the fluid extract at a dose, every two 
hours. In one case the kidneys commenced act- 
ing, and over a gallon of water passed during the 
next twenty-four hours. I do not believe the 
patient would have lived twenty-four hours without 
the use of the latter remedy. I do not know of a 
better combination, where the urine is scanty and 
albuminous, and drowsiness, indicating coma, is 
apparent. The few cases of benefit already had, 
lead me to believe that both drugs will be more 
freely used in similar cases. 

Petroleum.—My attention was called to this drug 
from the reports of persons in the first stages of 
phthisis being cured in the region of the kerosene 
oil wells of Pennsylvania. Cases in the second 
stage of the disease were reported much improved. 
In order to test the matter, I have used the crude 
petroleum very freely, giving one to two 4-grain 
pills every four hours. I have had several cases 
much improved and still living. Further experience, 
and on a larger scale, remains to be tested. The 
few cases I had failed to improve with hypophos- 
phites, cod-liver oil, iron and various preparations 
of malt, until the petroleum pills were given. If 
this or any other article can cure this wide-spread 
disease, the sooner it is tried the better. The 
mortality of the disease seems to be increasing. 

There are other drugs reported to be efficacious 
and being used very extensively, viz: yerba santa, 
in bronchial diseases; yerba reuma, in diseases of 
the mucous membrane; grindelia robusta, in 
asthma; grindelia squarrosa, in malarial diseases; 
coto bark, in bowel affections. But all of these 
have to be tried more extensively to test their 
merits—the only way of ever becoming acquainted 
with anything,—Dr. C. R. Cullen, in Trans Va. So, 


Coca IN THE Opium Hasir.—In answer to 
a query in the January Brief, as to the 
best method of treating the opium habit, I ad- 
dress this article to you, detailing my experience 
in several cases lately under my _ observation. 
I have treated only such cases as volun- 
tarily offered themselves for treatment and have 
been completely successful. For the subjugating 
effect of opium and its alkaloids upon the ‘‘ will 
power” of the victim, prevents many from making 
even the feeblest attempt to break the fetters that 
bind them. I will append two cases treated suc- 
cessfully within the past three months. 

Case Ist.—Mr. H., aged 25, a young profes. 
sional man of brilliant prospects, has taken mor- 
phine for about 5 years; is gloomy and morose; 
appetite very poor; eats about one ordinary meal 
aday. Has been upon the point of committing 
suicide several times, and was deterred therefrom, 
only by the ties of affection which bound him to 
his wife and children. Would sooner be dead than 
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live the life of slavery much longer. Has used 
several nostrums which of course proved perfectly 
useless in the end. Has given up all hope of 
being cured, but determined to try a physician as 
a last resort; is very skeptical as to all medical 
theories and practices. Examined him carefully 
and found no organic-disease. Prescribed for him 
as follows: One pound fluid extract erythroxylon 
coca (Parke, Davis & Co.’s preparation); six tea- 
spoonfuls to be taken three times daily, and 
R Ext. malt, 8 ounces. 
Syr. hypophosph co., 3 ounces. 

M. Sig.—Tablespoonful three times daily. 

To live on oysters, milk, beef tea, fish, etc. 
Directed to reduce his dose of morphine (which is 
at present sixteen grains daily, in two doses) daily. 
This patient also drank a good deal. I explained 
to him the effects of the coca upon the system 
and that he must expect to put up with the sleep- 
lessness, and feelings of chilliness, for some weeks 
which would follow its use, etc. 

Dec. 3. Mr. H. called this morning, feels cold 
most of the time, even when in a room thoroughly 
heated. Is very sleepless, but this does not seem 
to affect him much. His whole muscular system 
is in a state of tremor; does not feel well. Has 
lost, to some extent, his craving for morphine. 
Was directed to continue increasing the coca 
extract to one ounce three times daily. 

Dec. 14. To-day I visited my patient. Has 
stopped taking morphine altogether of his own ac- 
cord. Complains of neuralgic pains along the 
course of both sciatic nerves, and upon the instep 
of the feet. Has had hallucinations during past 
two nights, caused by taking a double dose of his 
coca at noon and night; has also a divergent 
strabismus from same cause; desire for morphine 
and drink entirely gone. Made patient promise 
not to again increase the dose of coca, but to use 
it as directed. Ordered cantharides plasters three 
inches square to be placed over sciatic nerves upon 
either limb, just where the nerves pass behind the 
trochanters. 

Dec. 20. Patient called to-day and feels much 
better. Neuralgic pains gone, but is troubled with 
slight muscular spasms of both gastrocnemii; crav- 
ing for morphine and alcoholic drinks completely 
gone. Is still quite sleepless; gets about three 
hours sleep out of the twenty-four; appetite in- 
creasing; bowels move every other day; has gained 
about six pounds in weight since I last saw him; 
directed to continue his medicines, but come down 
to a six drachm dose of the coca three times 
daily; continue the malt mixture and concentrated 
nourishment. 

Dec. 30. Mr. H. called this morning; looks 
well, and feels ‘‘tiptop,” as he expressed it; did 
not take any coca during the last two days except 
his morning dose, and consequently slept quite 
naturally. Feels sure of being completely cured; 
has now gained nine pounds in weight; advised 
him to continue the coca several days longer. 
His eye sight is somewhat weak, so directed him 


to wear concave glasses. 

Jan. 12. Mr. H. called and looks very much 
better than ever. Has not taken his medicine 
during the past week; sleeps soundly; appetite 
tremendous; has gained over twenty pounds in 
weight; bowels move daily; considers himself per- 
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fectly cured; has not the slightest desire for mor- 


phia, and feels disgusted at the very mention of | 


the word drink; is the happiest man in the state. 

Case 2nd. Mrs. T. aged thirty-four years; 
mother of several children; has used laudanum for 
nearly six years. Her present dose is about one 
and a half ounces, two and some times three 
times daily. Is very much emaciated; appetite 
very poor; feels greatly depressed; blames her 
former family physician for ever getting into the 
opium habit, it having been prescribed for her 
when last child was borne. The one great object 
of her life, at present, is to ‘‘ get out of bondage.” 

Liver and spleen both somewhat hypertrophied 
and there is present an anemic murmur in the 
cardiac region. Prescribed as follows, explaining 
the effects of the remedy, to be used: One pound 
fluid extract erythrox. coca (Parke, Davis & Co.’s 
preparation); four to six drachms to be taken three 
times daily before meals. 

& Tr. ferri chlor., 3 iij. 
Quiniz sulph., 5 ij. 
Strychniz sulph., gr. ss. 
Syr. simp., ad. q. s., % vj. 

M. Sig—One-half to one _ teaspoonful 
times daily, one hour after eating. 

Ordered to take as nourishment, rich soups, 
milk, fish, oysters, soft boiled eggs, etc. And 
told to reduce her dose of laudanum by ten to 
fifteen drops daily, on each dose. To have per- 
fect rest; not to make the slightest attempt at 
exertion, even at reading. 

Dec. 13. Called on my patient and found her 
very nervous; weeps a great deal; is very sleepless; 
and feels as if a cold draft were passing over her 
body all the time; appetite not much _ better; 
tongue covered with a yellow coat; directed: 


three 


BR Sod. bicarb, gr. xx. 
Hydrarg. cum creta, gr. x. 
Zingiberis pulv., gr. x. 
Leptandrin, gr. vj- 

M. Ft. pulv. No. 2. Sig.—One powder at 
night followed in the morning by a mild laxative. 
Repeat second powder if need be, on second night. 

Told her to continue the remedies as before. 

Dec. 20. Called again, patient feels better, but 
is afraid that she will not be cured any way, yet is 
willing to continue. Tongue looks very much bet- 
ter; appetite a little better; much troubled with 
insomnia; feels somewhat chilly; nervousness not 
as bad as it was at last visit, but has slight 
spasms of the smaller muscles in different parts of 
the body. The anemic murmur above mentioned 
slowly disappearing. Size of spleen and liver also 
somewhat reduced. Re-assured patient, saying, 
that I felt confident of success. Continue reme- 
dies as before. 

Jan. 2. Patient called at my office this morning, 
looking much better. Has stopped taking lauda- 
num, and was surprised that since taking it no 
longer (five days since), she had had no desire to 
take it again. Is gaining weight; appetite much 
better; feels much better, and is now sure of being 
cured. Still sleepless; gets about two to three 
hours sleep during the night. Continue treatment 
as before. 

Jan. 16. My patient called, and stated that she 
now considered herself cured; wants solid food; is 
getting sick of the old routine diet; was allowed 





ies cages 
to eat what she desired. Her bowels are regular, 
and could eat enough now for two ordinary 
healthy persons; complains of headache; has 
gained a few (four) pounds more in weight; takes 
a new interest in life. Continue the coca, but 
take less, and if possible leave off entirely within 
a week. 

Jan. 29. Patient called again; spirits buoyant; 
is ashamed of herself because her appetite is so 
strong. Bowels regular; has taken no coca for a 
week, and now sleeps about six hours nightly, 
Has gained since treatment was first begun some 
nineteen pounds. Has not the slightest desire for 
her old bane—laudanum; considers herself per- 
fectly cured. Directed to stop using all remedies 
with the exception of taking four scruples ammo- 
nium bromide divided into sixteen powders, tak- 
ing one powder four times daily, for headache, etc. 

The above were the last two cases I treated 
with the exception of one. A fashionable young 


| lady who after taking the coca two days, and 





with the sleeplessness the remedy caused, and the 
long hours spent at receptions, dances, etc., so 
far disgusted her that she ‘‘would sooner die of 
the morphine than to die of insomnia.” Of course 
cases such as this young lady’s must first awaken 
to a true knowledge of the dire and dreadful re- 
sults of the opium habit, ere they will seek proper 
treatment. Now in erythroxylon coca we have a 
remedy which I am positive will cure the great 
majority of the victims of opium, but the physi- 
cian must experiment a little in each case so as to 
arrive at the proper dose needed by his patient. 
This remedy certainly does so far exhalt and sup- 
port the powers of the whole organization, that 
great depression following the gradual or even 
sudden withdrawal of the accustomed stimulant is 
not felt, or only to a small extent, by the patient. 

In using the coca a reliable article should be 
obtained. Alkalies (sod. bicarb), taken shortly 
after the coca increases its exalting and supporting 
effect. Attention to excretion is also of great im- 
portance. Other additional means may be required, 
and these are of course indicated by the condition 
of patient. G. H. Gray, M. D.—7Z%e Medical 
Brief. 


Coca CuLtTivarion.*—The following abstract of 
an account, given by Mr. Markham, of coca culti- 
vation, will, we doubt not, be read by many with 
interest:—‘‘This plant,” Mr. Markham says, “‘is 
cultivated between 5,000 and 6,000 feet above the 
level of the sea in the warm valleys of the eastern. 
slopes of the Andes, where almost the only varia- 
tion of climate is from wet to dry, where frost is 
unknown, and where it rains more or less every 
month in the year. It is a shrub from four to six 
feet high, with lichens, called lacco in Quichua, 
usually growing on the older trunks. 

‘Sowing is commenced in December and Janu- 
ary, when the rains begin, which continue until 
April. The seeds are spread on the surface of the 
soil in a small nursery or raised ground called 
almaciga, over which there is generally a thatch 
roof (huasichi). At the end of about a fortnight 





Peruvian Bark: A popular account of the introduction of 
cinchona cultivation into India. O. R. Markham, C. B., F. R- 
S. London. John Murray, 1880. 
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they come up, the young plants being continually 
watered and protected from the sun by the huasichi. 
The following year they are transplanted to a soil 
specially prepared by thorough weeding and break- 
ing up the clods very fine by hand; often in terraces 
only affording room for a single row of plants, up 
the sides of the mountains, which are kept up by 
small stone walls. The plants are generally placed 
in square holes called aspi, a foot deep, with 
stones on the sides to prevent the earth from 
falling in. Three or four are planted in each hole 
and grow up together. In Caravaya and Bolivia 
the soil in which the coca grows is composed of a 
blackish clay, resulting form the decomposition of 
the schists which form the principal geological 
features of the mountains. On level earth the 
plants are placed in furrows called nachos, separa- 
ted by little walls or earth (umachas) at the foot 
of each of which a row of plants is placed; but 
this is a modern innovation, the terrace cultivation 
being the most ancient. At the end of eighteen 
months the plants yield their first harvest, and con- 
tinue to yield for upwards of forty years. The 
first harvest is called quita calzon, and the leaves 
are then picked very carefully one by one to avoid dis- 
turbing the roots of the young, tender plants. The 
following harvests are called mitta (‘time’ or ‘season’), 
and take place three times and even four times in 
the year. The most abundant however, takes place 
in March, immediately after the rains, the worst 
at the end of June, called the mitta de San Juan, 
the third, called mitta de Santos, is in October or 
November. With plenty of watering, forty days 
suffice to cover the plants with leaves afresh. It 
is necessary to weed the ground very carefully, 
especially while the plants are young and the har- 
vest is gathered by women and children. 

“The green leaves called matu, are deposited in 
a piece of cloth which each picker carries, and are 
then spread out in the drying yard, called matu- 
cancha, and carefully dried in the sun. The dried 
leaf is called coca. The drying yard is formed of 
slate flags called pizarra, and when the leaves are 
thoroughly dry they are sown up in-cestos or sacks, 
made of banana leaves, of twenty pounds each, 
strengthened by an exterior covering of bayeta, or 
cloth, They are also packed in tambores of fifty 
pounds each, pressed tightly down. Dr. Poeppig 
reckoned the profits of a coca farm to be 45 per 
cent. The harvest is greatest in a hot moist situa- 
tion, but the leaf generally considered the best fla- 
vored by consumers, grows in drier parts on the 
sides of hills. The greatest care is required in the 
drying; for too much sun causes the leaves to dry 
up and loose their flavor, while if packed up moist 
they become foetid. They are generally exposed to 
to the sun in thin layers. 

“In the district of Sandia, in Caravaya, there are 
two kinds of coca, that of Ypara and that of 
Hatunyunca, which has a larger leaf. The yield is 
45,000 cestos a year. In the yungus of La Paz, in 
Bolivia, the yield is about 40,000 cestos. The coca 
trade is a government monopoly in Bolivia, the 
State reserving the right of purchasing from the 
grower and re-selling to the consumer. The right 
is generally farmed out to the highest bidder. 

The approximate annual produce of coca in 
Peru is about 15,000,000 pounds, the average yield 
being about 800 pounds per acre. More than 1Io,- 





000,000 pounds are produced annually in Bolivia, 
according to Dr. Booth, of La Paz, so that the 
annual yield of coca thorughout South America in- 
cluding Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador and Pasto may be 
estimated at more than 30,000,000 pounds. At 
Tacna the tambor of 50 pounds is worth nine to” 
twelve dollars, the fluctuations in price being 
caused by the perishable nature of the article, 
which cannot be kept in stock for any length of 
time. The average duration of coca in a sound 
state on the coast is about five months, after which 
time it is said to lose its flavor, and is rejected by 
the Indian as worthless.” 

Mr. Markham thus summarises the uses of coca: 
Tea made from the leaves has much the taste of 
green tea, and if taken at night is much more 
effectual in keeping people awake. Applied ex- 
ternally coca moderates the rheumatic pains caused 
by cold, and cures headaches. When used to ex- 
cess it is like everything else, prejudicial to the 
health; yet of all the narcotics used by man, coca 
is the least injurious and the most soothing and 
invigorating. 

The author says he chewed coca, not constantly 
but very frequently from the day of his departure 
from Sandia, and, besides the agreeable soothing 
feeling it produced, he found that he could endure 
long abstinence from food with less inconvenience 
than he should otherwise have felt, and it enabled 
him to ascend precipitous mountain sides with a 
feeling of lightness and elasticity and without losing 
breath.— The Druggist. 





Evuca.Lyptus GLospuLus.—This is one of the 
new remedies that promises to be of great value, 
and as much is being written about it, it would 
be impossible to produce anything entirely new 
on the subject; but adding confirmatory state- 
ments and cases tends to increase general confi- 
dence in it, as well as to correct exaggerated 
statements and careless opinions concerning its 
virtues. 

It is probable that the essential oil, eucalyptol, 
which is also the active principle, being soluble’ 
in alcohol, is found in the tincture of the leaves— 
these containing most of the medicinal properties 
—and I am of the opinion that, where in many 
cases physicians have been disappointed with it, 
extracts have been used that do not contain this 
principle. I have found in a number of cases 
where the fluid extact totally failed, that I ob- 
tained splendid results from the alcoholic tincture 
of the leaves. 

From what has been written by physicians in 
nearly all parts of the globe, there seems to be 
no doubt that the presence of the tree entirely 
destroys the poison producing malarial fever, 
thereby rendering districts populous which, in con- 
sequence of the miasm, would otherwise be unin- 
habitable. It has been suggested that it is in 
consequence of the tree and roots absorbing large 
quantities of water, and the charging of the air and 
water with the essential oil, that decomposition 
and putrid fermentation are prevented. It has 
been found that the stagnant water into which 
the leaves of eucalyptus have fallen does not 
cause fever. In the internal administration of 
eucalyptus as a remedy for malarial fever, we do 
not have one of uniform and universal applica- 
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tion; still, it compares favorably with other reme- 
If I had written this arti- 
cle months’ experience in its 
use, I it absolutely cured 
all forms and conditions of active malarial poison- 
it 
cases and in all forms, from simple intermittent to 


“6 


dies in general use. 


after the first six 


might have said that 


ing, for did so in every instance in scores of 


dumb ague,” and in several cases by a single 
I felt con- 
last one unfailing remedy, but 


dose. So uniform was its action that 
fident we had at 
since the first year I have failed in many instances 
with same preparation—the tincture. 

Hence it seems to me that it partakes of the 
nature of other remedies in respect to particular 
seasons and localities for its better action. Euca- 
lyptus, however, has acted promptly, when quinine 
has failed. I first employed it in a case of masked 
intermittent, in which the poison had had pretty 


much its own way for three months, and in 
which quinine and arsenic only produced tempo- 
rary mitigation, while gelsemium, nux. vomica, 


ipecac, and nitric acid seemed powerless to touch 
the slightest symptoms, and where the first dose 
of eucalyptus wrought an entire change. The 
remedy was taken at the time of the chill, and 
the fever did not follow. The patient soon recov- 
ered her strength, and has since had no return of 
ague symptoms—now over three years. This is 
contrary to the opinion of some that it has no 
effect on chronic forms of malarial fever. 
Eucalyptus is also recommended in all catarrhal 
affections of the air passages, from the common 
coryza to chronic bronchitis, and of the alimentary 
canal, ulcers in the stomach, chronic diarrhoea, 
and in the diseases of the urinary tract, such as 
inflammation and irritation of the bladder, gonor- 


rhoea and gleet. I have found it of special 
benefit in irritable _ bladder. One _ case 
that lately came to me from Fountain county, 


Indiana, in which belladonna and camphor relieved 
her perfectly, while in this city, but on her return 
home the irritability came on with double force, 
eucalyptus gave immediate relief. She being a 
very inteiligent lady, I will copy a portion of her 
letter, dated Dec. 4th, 1880: 

‘*T am quite free from distress and able to work 
the early part of the day, but about three in the 
afternoon the ‘‘ache” begins; there is a constant 
desire to pass water and a strained, protruding 
feeling at the neck of the bladder; then follows a 
fearful itching, scalding, aching sensation, which 
well nigh drives me frantic. 

After a time of suffering, which is exhausting, 
the distress subsides. I eat heartily, but so bruised 
and beaten do I feel that I can only take the edge 
of achair for rest. I have such a time, also, every 
night being obliged to get up every few minutes 
to pass a few drops of water, and the passage is 
often agonizing. There seems to be about the 
same quantity, though at times it is strong and 
high-colored.”’ 

We have here pure irritability, and half-drachm 
doses of fluid extract of eucalyptus quickly con- 
trolled the trouble, as she states in a letter dated 
December 22d: 

‘*T have found out the benefits of eucalyptus in 
my case. Its relief came most opportunely, for 
I don’t know how I could much longer have en- 














dured the terrible strain of the bladder difficulty, 
and I am so happy to find a balm for that,” etc., 
etc. 

I have obtained good 
cases of incontinence of urine, and 
it superior 
and the oil of sandal wood. It to relieve 
the pain and scalding more promptly, and reduce 
the discharge sooner than they. 


several 
some cases 
to copabai 


seems 


results, also, in 
in 


gonorrhoea I consider 


I have seen good results in chronic bronchitis 
from its use. I usually use the fluid extract for 
urinary troubles, and the malarial 
fevers and bronchitis. Dose of each, about half a 


tincture for 


drachm.—Dr. H. A. Foster in Phys. and Surg. 
Inv. 

YERBA SANTA.—This is an agent that I have 
used extensively and with gratifying results. Fer 


chronic cough with profuse expectoration it is the 
remedy. It matters not whether the cough 
and expectoration are the result of chronic 
laryngitis, pharyngitis, bronchitis or nasal catarrh, 
the same happy result will be attained by its con- 
tinued administration, z. ¢., a lessening of expecto- 
ration and cough is soon induced, and ere long a 
normal condition of the affected membrane is pro- 
duced and a permanent cure thus realized. I use 
fluid extract of yerba santa, and have learned to 
put it up in a pleasant and efficient form. At first 
I could not do this nor could I learn from the 
Medical Journal how to prepare it. It was recom- 
mended to add acetate pot. to the mixture made 
of yerba and syrup or glycerine, but that did not 
make a desirable prescription, The drug contains 
an oleo-resin that is not soluble or miscible in 
syrup, water or glycerine alone. By experiment- 
ing { found that by adding equal portions of fluid 
extract of yerba santa and fluid extract of pinus 
canadensis, and then adding syrup, glycerine, arom. 
elixir, a pleasant and efficient preparation was 
secured. The pinus canadensis is an agent of con- 
siderable power in the abnormal conditions in 
which the yerba santa is strongly indicated, hence 
is therapeutically compatible whenever the yerba 
may be administered. 

The following is a usual formula for chronic 
cough with profuse expectoration : 

B FI. ext. yerba santa, 3 jv. 
Fl. ext. pin. canadensis, 3 jv. 
Glycerine or sim. syr., 3 iij. 

M. 

If there is hemoptysis I add fluid extract of 
hamamelis 3 jv to the above. If the expectoration 
is tough, tenacious and hard to raise, add comp. 
tr. sanguinaria, 3 jv. 

Of course, in treating a case as above indicated, 
there may be other underlying lesions that must be 
remedied before a cure can be affected. The patient 
must be thoroughly examined, and any other coin- 
cident or auxiliary treatment adopted that may be 
indicated, if we would be eminently successful in 
lasting results. 

With an atonic condition of the mucous mem- 
brane of the alimentary canal, accompanied by 
hemorrhoids or leucorrhoea, the yerba santa is a 
very efficient reinedy. 

The following has effected cures in every stub- 
born cases of long standing, of both hemorrhoids 
and leucorrheea : 


Sig.—Teaspoonful every three or four hours. 

















Fl. ext. yer. san. 
Fl. ext. pin. can. 


B 


ia 3 jv. 
Glycerine, q. s. to make 3 jv 
M. Sig.—Teasponful four times a day. 


If constipation exist, cascara sagrada should be 





given in sufficient quantity to keep the bowels 


regular. Half ounce fluid extract of cascara may 
be added to the above, or it may be added to 
aromatic elixir and given in sufficient doses, before 


eating, to overcome the constipation, 


} 


ie } 
$n 


The above may look like »t-gun ” prescribing, 
but if from 


one who understands the acti 


viewed an impartial standpoint, by 


n of the drugs enter- 





ing into the prescription, it will be cleared from 
such an imputation. 

I believe in specific medication, but it is not 
necessary to confine ourselves to the single remedy 
rule in order to be specific. The reader will per- 
ceive by a moment's reflection, that the abnormal 
conditions in which yerba santa is recommended, 
to require treatment for 


Consequently, in treat- 


are of such a nature as 
several weeks or months. 
ing such cases, we must impress the patient that 
time is necessary to cure him. Many physicians 
fail to cure chronic ailments from a lack of per- 
sistency, continued persistency. If a physician 
prescribes yerba santa for every cough he is called 
upon to relieve, he will often be disappointed. 
But let him select cases as above indicated, and 
by and by he will not practice without it.—Dr. A. 
W. Bixby in American Medical Fournal, 


QUEBRACHINE.—The analyses of Froud gave 
reason to believe that the activity of quebracho, 
bark, aspidosperma quebracho, depended upon an 
alkaloid which he named aspidospermine. From 
the fact this alkaloid does not possess the anti-asth- 
matic property of the drug, Hesse set to work to 
examine the bark more closely, and has found 
it, besides 0.17 per cent. aspidospermine, as much 
as 0.28 per cent. of a new alkaloid, which he terms 


in 


quebrachine. 

Quebrachine is but _ slightly soluble’ in 
cold alcohol but hot alcohol’ dissolves it 
more readily, and it crystallizes from a 
solution in small white anhydrous prisms. 


It is difficultly soluble in ether. Quebrachine melts 
at 214° to 216° C. under partial decomposition. 
Its chemical composition may be represented by 
the formula C2;H22N2 O;. 


Quebrachine dissolves in pure concentrated sul- 
phuric acid with a blyish tinge, which becomes 
darker upon standing. When lead peroxide or 


molybdic acid is present the coloration is quite in- 
Stantaneous and very intense. A crystal of potas- 


sium bichromate dropped into a solution of que- 


brachine in sulphuric acid produces the same 
effect. 
Boiled with a solution of perchloric acid que- 


brachine yields, like strychnine and curarine, a 
yellow decoction, but, although very 
0.04 g. being sufficient to kill a small rabbit, 
Penzoldt finds that its physiological action is not 
identical with strychnine. 

Quebrachine is a strong vegetable base. Its al- 
coholic solution turns red litmus paper blue, and 
it completely neutralizes even strong acids. 

The author has formed several salts of the base, 


poisonous, 


Periscopic Department. 


| 
| 
| 








235 
some of which differ from the corresponding salts 
of aspidospermine by being less easily soluble in 
water.—:-7he Druggist. 





TRICHLOROPHENOL; A NEW ANTIFERMENT.—This 
compound is described as a more powerful antifer- 
We from Prof. 
notes in the American Journal 


ment than carbolic acid. learn 
Stadler’s Chemical 
Pharmacy, that Mr. Dianin, 
annual meeting of the Russian naturalists, held at St. 
found that on mixing solu- 
“chloride of 
a reaction at once set and the chief pro- 
This compound was also 


of as reported at the 


Petersburg, Jan., 1830, 


tions of phenol, (carbolic acid) and 


lime,” in 
duct was trichlorophenol. 
found to arrest fermentation in a much greater de- 
gree than and 
mentioned was therefore recommended by him as 
sloughing 


phenol itself, the mixture above 


much better suited for application to 
wounds than phenol itself. 

The matter has since been thoroughly studied by 
C. O. Cech. He prepared the chlorophenols by 
the direct action of chlorine The 
crude product was a blood-red crystalline mass of 
strong odor and burning taste easily soluble in 
ether and is much less caustic even in this condi- 
tion than carbolic acid. By repeated pressings of 
the crystalline mass between filtered paper it is ob- 
tained in lustrous white crystals, soluble in ether 
and precipitable from alcoholic solution by addition 
of water in the form of white flakes. The alco- 
holic solution can be used conveniently for satura- 
ting bandages for direct application to wounds.— Zhe 


Druggist. 


upon phenol. 


Liguor Ercota PuriFicatus.—At the meeting 
held by the College of Physicians, October 13, re- 
ported in full in the Times, I notice that compara- 
tively little credit is bestowed upon the hypodermic 
use of ergot in hemorrhage incident to parturition. 
I have had, this summer, two terrific ‘‘bleeders,” 
and I assure the profession that the above prepara- 
tion saved my patients, although the hot injections 
were used freely. 

I cannot recommend the above too highly. It is 
manufactured by Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, 
Michigan; does not create inflammation or abscess; 
can therefore be used with impunity. In the cases 
mentioned above I did not count drops, but simply 
filled my syringe, injecting as near to the uterus 
as possible. 


Again, I may be at liberty to mention the posi- 
tion of those bleeders, which was seemingly very 
little discussed. I am in the habit of not only 
elevating the podex well, but also of having their 


give the uterus full 
How the Crédé method 
a mystery 
not come across a 


thighs well flexed, so as to 
play-room for contraction. 

can be so much recommended remains 
to me, for heretofore I have 
patient who could stand the smallest or 
manipulation of the uterus without shrieking with 
pain.—F. Lessing, M. D., in Phila. Medical Times. 


pressure 


ASTHMA SUCCESSFULLY TREATED BY GRINDELIA 
Rosusta.—About three months ago I was called to 
see a colored man who was suffering with a severe 
attack of asthma; I prescribed the bromides, iodides, 
chloral hydrate, and other remedies usually em- 
ployed, with only temporary relief. I therefore 
concluded after the failure of the above specifics to 
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try grindelia robusta. Accordingly fifteen drops of 
the fluid extract of grindelia robusta were ordered 
to be given every two ‘hours in water, and the 
effect was like magic upon my patient; the asth- 
matic symptoms gradually lessened and finally dis- 
appeared, and he has not since had any return of 
them. The patient had been a sufferer with fre- 
quent repeated attacks since the late war, and states 
that he has now more permanent relief than at any 
time since he was first taken with the asthma.—J. 
Weichselbaum, Ph. G,, M. D., in Zhe Medical 
Bulletin. 





JABORANDI TESTED EXTERNALLY.—Owing to the 
fact that jaborandi possesses active diaphoretic 
qualities, I resolved to try its effects by external 
application in a case of severe inflammation of the 
breast. 

Mrs. K., multipara, on the sixth day after con- 
finement had much pain in the left breast, which 
had become hard and swollen, with considerable 
fever, pain in head and back. In examining the 
breast I discovered a large cicatrix, and on inquiry 
learned that in her second confinement she had 
suffered in a similar manner; that the inflammation 
went on to suppuration, and finally the breast was 
lanced. I prescribed a diaphoretic mixture, and 
locally used a poultice composed of two parts 
flaxseed meal and one part crushed jaborandi 
leaves. The leaves were infused in a quantity of 
hot water necessary to make the poultice of proper 
consistency, in order that the active properties of 
the jaborandi might be more thoroughly mixed 
with the meal. These poultices were continued 
for forty-eight hours; at the end of the first twenty- 
four, the breast was flaccid, the swelling reduced, 
and the pain had disappeared. 

There was no milk drawn from the breast in the 
interim, and the most gratifying feature was the 
fact that the engorged breast was entirely relieved. 

At the end of the second day the treatment was 
discontinued, the milk flowed freely, and the 
mother nursed the child from this breast as well 
as from the other. I have used this treatment in 
a number of similar cases since then, and have 
never seen it fail, if adopted before suppuration 
had set in. 

I have used these poultices in the inflammatory 
stages of buboes, and succeeded in preventing 
suppuration. 

In mumps this treatment proved equally gratify- 
ing; and indeed, I know of nothing that will so 
successfully relieve the first symptoms of the in- 
flammation of glands in general as the application 
of these poultices.—ABy H. B. Stehman, M. D., in 
Transactions of the Lancaster City and County Mea- 
tcal Society. 

THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF MECHANICAL NERVOUS 
IRRITATION.—Cederschjéld has found (Schmidt’s 
Jahrbiicher, 1880,) that compression of the nerve 
trunks with the finger tips is a therapeutic meas- 
ure of much value. In scrivener’s cramp, bron- 
chial asthma, certain cases of locomotor ataxia, 
and tic doloureux, this compression has proven of 
much value. Compression of the brachial plexus 
may be produced by surrounding the arm with the 
fingers, in the axillary region. The sacral plexus 


may be affected in a similar manner by placing 
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the patient in a semi-recumbent position, with his 
lower extremities drawn upward, and then press- 
ing deeply into the pelvis. The solar plexus can 
be affected by pressure between the ensiform car- 
tilage and the umbilicus. Cederschjéld found that 
daily irritation of the sciatic and crural nerves was 
of marked benefit in the fulgurant pains in loco- 
motor ataxia. Dr. McCraith had previously called 
attention to this means of treatment, and it is one 
capable of much extension in the treatment of 
many nervous affections, but it is an open ques- 
tion whether some of the benefits of massage do 
not depend on the same principle, as there appears 
to be but little doubt that some of the itinerant 
quacks who practice ‘‘rubbing” have at times 
markedly benefited certain cases of locomotor 
ataxia. Cederschjéld has used it in certain cases 
of club foot, with advantage, by strongly irritating 
the nerve supplying the weakened muscle. 


PHYSIOLOGICAL AND THERAPEUTICAL INFLUENCE 
OF BROMIDE OF ETHYL IN EPILEPSY AND Hyste- 
RIA.—Drs. Bourneville and D’Olier (Le Progrés 
Méd., 1881, p. 228) have made a series of investi- 
gations on the subject, of which they give a ré. 
sume in their paper. Their conclusions are as 
follows : 

1. Dilatation of the pupil at the beginning of 
the inhalation is not constant. 

2. Complete muscular relaxation is exceptional. 

3. Anesthesia is produced in varied degrees, de- 
pendent upon the idiosyncrasy of the patient. 

4. The temperature, the secretions, ad_ then 
general condition of the patient do not appear to 
undergo any modification. 

5. The pulse and respiration are slightly accele- 
rated. 

6. More or less marked trembling of the limbs 
may be produced during inhalation, but this does 
not persist any longer. 

7. Hysterical attacks are generally easily arrested 
by bromide of ethyl. 

8. Attacks of epilepsy may sometimes be arrested 
by giving the medicine from the tonic period; 
most frequently inhalation is of no benefit. 

g. In epilepsy the regular use of bromide of 
ethyl, administered in daily inhalations during a 
period of one or two months, diminishes very 
notably the frequency of the attacks. 


AND Boracic ACID IN 
SypHILIs.—Annie C., 24, a servant, contracted 
syphilis four years ago. Under mercurial treat- 
ment she seemed to have eradicated the disease, but 
eight months ago three large rapidly spreading ulcers 
made their appearance. So fast did they spread 
and deepen that inside of ten days one of them 
was more than four inches in diameter, the others 
but little smaller. Placed her on carobe (‘‘P. D. 
& Co”), and sprinkled the ulcers every hour with 
iodoform and boracic acid, equal parts. From the 
first application of the iodoform and acid there was 
a decided improvement in the appearance of the 
ulcers. “Result, a perfect cure, apparently.—D. F. 


CAROBA, I[IODOFORM, 


Powell, M. D., Lanesboro, Minn., in Zhe Medical 
Summary. 
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THE GABOON ORDEAL Polson, M’BOUNDOU.— 
Heckel and Schlagdenauffen (Bulletin Général de 
Thérapeutique Médicale et Chirurgicale, March, 
1881) have been experimenting with this medicine 
and find that the only active principle it contains 
is strychnine, which is very abundant in the bark 
of the root. This alkaloid was found in the liver, 
kidneys, stomach, testicles, and also the brain and 
spinal cord of an animal poisoned with m’boun- 
dou.—Chicago Medical Review. 








THe H#MIN CrystTALs of the blood of man and 
all the ordinary domestic mamals, birds, and batra- 
chia, have all the same crystalline form, which 
does not belong to the rhombic system, as has 
been asserted, but probably to the monoclinic. It 
is impossible, and this is a point of medico-legal 
interest, as it contradicts many theories on this 
subject, to distinguish the blood of the above 
animals from each other by the size or shape of 
the hemin crystals.—Chicago Medical Review. 





NiTRO-GLYCERINE IN NEURALGIA.—Having sever- 
al cases of facial neuralgia, which owing to their 
stubborn resistance to all the remedies at my com- 
mand, caused me much annoyance. I wrote direct 
to Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, Mich., for a 
sample bottle of their nitro-glycerine pills. They 
immediately responded, and in every case in which 
I have used the nitro-glycerine in 1-50 gr. doses, 
a marked improvement has been the result,—in 
three cases of long standing a cure has been 
effected.—D. F. Powell, M. D., Lanesboro, Minn., 
in The Medical Summary. 


HA@MOGLOBIN CRYSTALS can be easily prepared 
as follows; The blood is exhausted with distilled 
water, and the product treated with a concentrated 
solution of pyrogallic acid, when the crystals will 
form in a few hours. The experiment succeeds 
both with fresh and slightly decomposed blood. 


MULBERRY BARK AS A_ T.4#NIFUGE.—Bérenger- 
Féraud (Bulletin Général de Thérapeutique Médi- 
cale et Chirurgicale, March. 1881) claims to have 
found that this old remedy for tenia, is of no 
value. After frequent trials of the drug repeated 
failures resulted. 


JAMAICA DoGwoop IN PREPARATORY PAINS IN 
PARTURITION.—We have found the fluid extract of 
Jamaica dogwood (piscidia erythrina) an excellent 
substitute for either opium or chloral in controll- 
ing the nervous irritabilty dependent upon the pre- 
liminary contractions of the uterus in labor. It 
should be given in twenty to thirty drop doses, re- 
peated hourly.—Chicago Med. Rev., Dec. 5. 





THE BENNE PLANT.—Dr. Smith of Baltimore 
recommends this plant in dysentery and cholera 
infantum, other proper means being also used. 
An infusion from dry leaves forms a clear, mucil- 
aginous, insipid drink, 
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The American Medical Association.— 
Proceedings of the Thirty-Second 
Annual Meeting. 


(Condensed from daily Edition of Va. Medical Monthly.1 





FIRST DAY—TUESDAY, MAY 3, I881. 

The American Medical Assciation met in its 
Thirty-second Annual Session at 11 o’clock A. M., 
at Mozart Hall, Richmond, Va., Tuesday May 3rd, 
1881. 

The Association was called to order by Dr. 
Frank Cunningham, chairman of the Local Com- 
mittee of Arrangements. 

Dr. H. D. Holton, of Vermont, Vice President 
of the Association, occupied the chair, with Dr. 
William B. Atkinson, of Philadelphia, Pa., acting 
as Secretary. 

The exercises opened with a fervent and elo- 
quent prayer by the Right Rev. Bishop J. J. 


Keane. 
Dr. Cunningham then in brief and appropriate 


language introduced Governor F. W. M. Holliday, 
who had kindly consented to deliver the address of 
welcome. 

The address of Governor Holliday was, like all 
of his efforts, worthy both of the man and the oc- 
casion. In fitting terms he alluded to the impor- 
tance of the great gathering, and complimented 
the physicians of the country upon the high tone 
and usefulness of the profession, and bade every 
member a warm and heartfelt welcome to the capital 
city of the Old Dominion. Governor Holliday’s re- 
marks were loudly applauded. 

The Secretary next called the roll of members who 
had registered. 

A motion to dispense with the calling of the roll 
was laid on the table. 

The names read were, on motion of Dr. Toner, 
all confirmed in their membership. 

On motion of Dr. Brodie, the ex-Presidents were 
escorted to seats on the platform. 

Dr. Cunningham, from the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, read to the Association invitations from the 
Commercial, Richmond, and Westmoreland Clubs 
tendering the hospitalities of these Clubs to the 
members during the session of the Association. 
The invitations were accepted, and, on motion of 
Dr. D. J. Roberts, the thanks of the Association 
tendered for the same. 

After hearing the report of the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, the Secretary read letters of regret for 
non-attendance from ex-Presidents J. Marion Sims, 
of New York, and W. O. Baldwin, of Alabama; 
Vice-Presidents, W. H. Anderson. of Alabama, H. 
Carpenter, of Oregon, and Dr’ F. Pratt, of Michigan, 
member of the Judicial Council. 

At 12 o'clock M. Vice-President Holton introduced 
Dr. John T. Hodgen, of St. Louis, the President 
of the Association, who delivered his annual ad- 
dress. On motion of Dr. Brodie a copy was re- 
quested for publication. Adjourned. 

SECOND DAY—WEDNESDAY, MAY, 4, I881. 

The Association was called to order at 10 o'clock 
by President John T. Hodgen. 

The exercises were opened with prayer by Rev. 
Dr. Peterkin, of St. James’ church. 
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The Secretary announced the names of the Com- 
mittee on Nominations. This committee immedi- 
ately retired to Wilkinson’s Hall for organization 
and for the performance of the work assigned to 
it. 

The Association next considered 

THE 

Action on amendment to Code of Ethics, article 
I, paragraph Ist, add ‘‘and hence it is considered 
derogatory to the interests of the public and honor 
of the profession, for any physician or teacher to 
aid in any way the medical teaching or graduation 
of persons knowing them to be supporters and in- 
tended practitioners of some irregularand exclusive 


SPECIAL ORDER, 


system of medicine.” 

Dr. Cohen, of Philadelphia, called for the read- 
ing of the entire paragraph with the amendment. 

After the Secretary had read the paragraph with 
the amendment, Dr. Marcy, moved to lay the amend- 
ment on the table. 

Dr. Davis, of Chicago moved that the amend- 
ment be the special order after the addresses to- 
Dr. Howard, of Maryland, moved that 
The substitute 
Davis adopt- 


morrow. 
the matter be indefinitely postponed. 

was rejected, and the motion of Dr. 
ed. 

The report of Dr. William Brodie, of Michigan, 
from the delegation to the Canada Medical Associa- 
tion, Was next in order, but that gentleman not be- 
ing present it was passed by. 

Dr. John H. Packard, from 
Journalizing 
which recommended the establishment of a weekly 


Committee on 
report, 


the 
Transactions, presented a 
journal as the organ of the association. 
The report closed with the following resolution: 
Resolved, 
point 
detail as soon as practicable, upon the time, place, 
to 
all 


That the president be authorized to ap- 


a committee of five to digest and report in 





and terms of the publication of such a journal, 


elect an editor, fix his salary, and to arrange 
other necessary details. 

The report was discussed by Doctors Davis and 
Toner. Dr. 
the resolution as related to the election of an editor. 


Adopted. 


Dr. Toner movec that the Secretary and Treas- 


Davis moved to strike out so much of 


urer be added to the committee. Adopted. 


Dr. Toner offered a resolution instructing the 
Secretary to publish with the forthcoming report 
J t g 
of the transactions of the Association, the index 


of the proceedings of all the previous meetings. 
Adopted. 

The report on Clinical Observations and Records, 
to be submitted by Dr. N. S. Davis. of Illinois, 


was continued until to-morrow. 


THIRD DAY—THURSDAY, MAY 5, 1881. 


The Association was called to order at 10 o’clock 
by the President, Dr. John T. Hodgen. 

Prayer by Rev. Dr. Wm. E. Hatcher, 
Grace street Baptist Church. 

The report of the committee of arrangements for 
the day’s proceedings was read by Dr. Frank D. 
Cunningham, and adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Gross the rules were suspended. 
He then offered a resolution to so amend the by- 
laws as to establish an additional section, to be 
known as the section of dentistry. 

A motion so as to further suspend the rules for 


of the 
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— 


the immediate adoption of this resolution having 
been objected to by Dr. Toner and others, was, 
defeated, and the amendment lies over one year, 

Operative Interference in Gunshot Wounds of 
Peritoneum was the title of a paper read by Dr, 
Hunter McGuire, Richmond, chairman of the sec- 
tion on surgery. 

Below is a brief abstract of the report of Dr, 
Davis. The report, which was an able and exhaus- 
tive one, closed with the following recommenda- 
tions: 

Ist. That a committee of five be appointed by 
the president of this association, to be called the 
“standing committee on atmospheric conditions, 
and their relations to the prevalence of disease,” 

2nd. That said committee be authorized to select 
such representative places as will best indicate the 
atmospheric conditions in the more important 
climatic sanitary districts of the United States (to 
be not less than six, nor more than twelve, in num- 
ber), and establish therein means for continuous 
observation and record of appreciable conditions 
of the atmosphere, according to the most approved 
methods, and of the origin and prevalence of all 
acute diseases. 

The third resolution deter- 
mining the organic and other of the 
atmosphere, the use of the Walline paper, as _pre- 
pared by Schone; and for determining the pres- 
ence and relative quantity of ammonia and other 
organic the use of pumice-stone 
method recommended by Prof. in his 
recent report to the National Board of Health. 


in 
elements 


recommends, 


products, the 


Remsen, 


4th. The committee require a full statement of 
the results of the work done at each station, on 
the first of January and July of each year. 

sth. Appropriate $500 to carry out the purposes 
of these recommendations ; a full statement of the 
amount received and expended to be reported at 
the next annual meeting. 

The report concludes as follows : 

In submitting the foregoing report, your com- 
mittee are not unmindful of the magnitude of the 
work proposed, and of the difficulties that will be 
But if it is under- 
preserving 


encountered in its prosecution. 
taken prosecuted with 
much aid may be obtained from the co-operation 
of local medical societies and boards of health, and 


and industry, 


results of great value will be obtained, that, from the 
nature of the problem involved, cannot be obtained 
without such combined action of many working on 
parallel lines, under a uniform supervision, And 
should the foregoing recommendations meet your 
approval, it will inaugurate a change in medical 
society work, by substituting, at least, 
carefully devised plans for continuous investiga- 
tion for adding to the stock of medical knowledge 
and establishing more complete methods, instead 
of depending wholly on individual and fragmentary 
contributions ; and will thereby greatly enhance 
the value of social organizations in the profession. 

The report is signed by Doctors N. S. Davis, J. 
M. Toner and Henry O. Marcy. Doctors S, M. 
Bemis and W. H. Geddings, the other members 
of the committee, were absent and did not sign 
the report. 

The report was adopted and referred to the com- 
mittee on publication. 


in part 

















Periscopic Department. 239 


The recommendations of the committee were 
adopted. 

The following nominations were made: 

For President, Dr. J. J. Woodward, U. S. A. 

For Vice-Presidents, Drs. P. O. Harper, Arkansas; 
L. Connor, Michigan; Eugene Grissom, North 
Carolina; and Hunter McGuire, Virginia. 

Secretary, Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson, Pennsylvania. 

Treasurer, Dr. R. J. Dunglison, Pennsylvania. 

Librarian, Dr. Wm. Lee, Washington. 

To fill vacancies in the medical council: Doctors S. 
N. Benham, Pennsylvania; J. M. Toner, Wash- 
ington; D. A. Linthicum, Arkansas; William Bro- 
die, Michigan; H. D. Holton, Vermont; A. B. 
Sloan, Missouri; and B. R. Cole, California. 

St. Paul, Minnesota, was selected as the place 
for the next annual meeting; and Dr. Stone was 
appointed chairman of the local committee of 
arrangements. 

Dr. Billings, U. S. A., 
the report of the committee; paid a high compli- 
ment to Dr. Woodward, the nominee for president, 
and thanked the committee, in behalf of the med- 
ical staff of the army, for the high compliment 
paid it in the selection of one of its most honored 
members for the highest position in the gift of the 
association. 

The report of the committee was adopted unani- 


moved the adoption of 


mously. 

A letter was received from H. C. Parsons, vice- 
president of the Richmond and Alleghany railroad, 
inviting the members of the association to take a 
short trip up the above railroad. The invitation 
was accepted. 

A number of recommendations as to the mem- 
bership of the association, were presented by Dr. 
Toner, from the judicial council, and appro- 
priately referred. 

The next business in order, was the considera- 
tion of the amendment to the Code of Ethics, 
which was continued from yesterday. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, being entitled to 
the floor, proceeded to reply to the remarks of 
Dr. Dunster, in an able and lengthy argument, 
which was greeted with loud laughter and 
applause. 

At the conclusion of Dr. Davis’ remarks, the 
applause was loud and long-continued. The dis- 
cussion was further continued by Doctors Martin, 
of Massachusetts, and Dunster, of Michigan. 

Dr. Marcy moved to lay the amendment on the 
table indefinitely. 

On motion, the ayes and noes were called, with 
the following result: ayes, 107; noes, 108. 

The further consideration of the amendment was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

The next business was the consideration of the 
following amendment to by-laws, offered by Dr. 
J. M. Keller, of Arkansas: 

‘“*In the election of officers and appointment of 
committees by this association and its president, 
they shall de confined to members and delegates 
present at the meeting, except in the committee of 
arrangements.” 


The amendment was adopted. 


FOURTH DAY—FRIDAY, MAY 6, 1881. 


The association was called to order by the pres- 
ident. 








Prayer by Rev. C. H. Read, of the Grace-street 
Presbyterian church. 

The following committee was announced on 
clinical observations and records: Dr. N. S. Davis, 
Chicago; Dr. J. M. Toner, Washington, D. C.; 
Dr. H. O. Marcy, Boston, Mass.; Dr. W. H. 
Giddings, Aiken, S. C.; Dr. S. M. Bemis, New 
Orleans. 

The association then resumed the consideration 
of the amendment to the Code of Ethics. 

Dr. Billings then offered the following substitute 
for the original: 

“It is not in accord with the interest of the 
public or the honor of the profession that any 
physician or medical teacher should examine or 
sign diplomas or certiflcates of proficiency for, or 
otherwise be specially concerned with, the gradua- 
tion of persons whom they have good reason to 
believe intend to support and practice any exclu- 
sive and irregular system of medicine.” 

The substitute was adopted. 

The committee on nominations reported the fol- 
lowing additional officers, who were elected: 

Section on practice of medicine.—Chairman, Dr. J. 
A. Octerlony, Kentucky; secretary, Dr. Deering J. 
Roberts, Tennessee. 

Section on surgery and anatomy.—Chairman, Dr. J. 
C. Hughes, Iowa; secretary, Dr. William A. Byrd, 
Illinois, 

Section on obstetrics. — Chairman, Dr. H. O. 
Marcy, Massachusetts; secretary, Dr. C. V. Mot- 
tram, Kansas. 

Section on medical jurisprudence and state medicine. 
—Chairman, Dr. A. L. Gihon, Washington, D. C.; 
secretary, Dr. J. H. Sears, Texas. 

Ophthaimology, Otology and Laryngology.—Chair- 
man, Dr. D. B. St. John Roosa, New York; sec- 
retary, J. Solis Cohen, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Diseases of Children.—Chairman, Dr. S. C. Busey, 
Washington D. C.; Secretary, Dr. William Lee, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Dentistry.—Chairman, Dr. D. H. Goodwillie, 
New York; Secretary, Dr. P. W. Brophy, Illinois. 

Committee on necrology was continued with the 
following additions: E. R. Duval, C. H. Pinney, 
G. P. Conn, B. F. Kittrell, D. B. Wallace, J. B. 
Lindsley, A. J. Steele, J. H. Kidder, A. J. Bates, 
H. M. Barnes, J. W. Jones, and E. M. Snow. 

For committee on publication. The present com- 
mittee was continued. 

For assistant secretary, Dr. Charles H. Board- 
man, of St. Paul, Minn. 

The committee on State medicine was continued. 

On motion the report as a whole was unanimously 
adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Grissom the honorarium of 
of last year ($1000) was continued to the perma- 
nent secretary. 

Dr. Goodwillie, of New York, offered an amend- 
ment that permanent members as well as delegates 
be entittled to a vote. Laid over. 

Dr. John H. Packard, of Philadelphia, offered 
amendments in reference to the publishing of the 
proceedings in journal form, etc., etc. Laid over. 

Dr. Brodie presented the report of the delegates 
to the Canadian Medical Association. 

The minutes of the sections with accompanying 
papers were accepted and referred to the commit- 
tee on publication with the exception of that part 
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of report of the section on medicine relating to 
patents and trade-marks and adopted by the sec- 
tion, viz: 

Resolved, ‘‘That the spirit of the Code of Ethics 
forbids a physician from prescribing a remedy con- 
trolled by a patient, copyright or trade-mark. 
This however, shall except a patent upon a process 
of manufacture or machinery, provided patent be 
not used to prevent legitimate competition, and 
should also except use of a trade-mark used to 
disiguate a brand of manufacture, provided that the 
article so marked be accompanied by working 
formula duly sworn to, and also by a technical, 
scientific name under which any one can compete 
in manufacture of same.” 

On motion by Dr J. M. Toner this was referred 
to the judicial council for report at the next an- 
nual meeting. 

The treasurer reported a balance of $2,008.46 in 
the treasury. 

The treasurer was authorized to subscribe $50 to 
aid in the publication of the Index Medicus. 

Dr. Wm. Brodie, of Michigan, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution which was unanimously adopted: 


‘‘Resolved, That the thanks of this association are 
hereby tendered to the committee of arrangements 
of this associations for the faithful attention they 
have given to their duties and requirements; to 
the medical profession and citizens of Richmond 
for their hospitality and endeavors to make the 
time spent by us while here pleasant and agree- 
able; to Drs. McCaw and McGuire for the elegant 
special entertainment given by them at the West- 
moreland; to Mr. McCluer, superintendent of the 
Telephone company, for special facilities given the 
committee of arrangements and the association; 
to Vice-President Parsons, of the Richmond and 
Alleghaney railroad, for his kind invitation for a 
free ride on his road to show us the interior of the 
State of Virginia; to Mr. Powell, manager of the 
Richmond theatre; to the managers of ie Mozart 
association, and all others who have contributed to 
our pleasure and comfort; to the press, and 
especially their reporters, in giving such a full 
résumé of the proceedings in the daily papers; to 
the railroad companies generally who have so lib- 


erally reduced the rates of transportation for our | 


benefit and any other modes of conveyance that 
have so contributed; to Mr. Valentine for his kind 
invitation to his studio. 

Be it specially resolved that our thanks are par- 
ticularly due to the ladies of Richmond for the 
attention and kind interest in making our sojourn 
so very pleasant and agreeable.” 

The hour having arrived for adjournment, Dr. 
Davis alluded to the very harmonious session 
which had been held, and complimented the retir- 


ing president for his efficiency in the discharge of | 


his duties. 

President Hodgen returned his thanks to his 
friends in Richmond who had so kindly entertained 
the members of the association. He was reminded 
that his ancestry first breathed the air of heaven 
in this delightful country, and as he remembered 
the bright smile of his now dead, dear mother, 
he would in future remember the impression that 
had been made upon him by the people of Rich- 
mond, Va. [Applause.] 
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The association was then declared adjourned 
sine die, 


THE ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL EDITORS, 


Met at Exchange hotel on Monday evening at 
8% o'clock. In the absence of Dr. G. F. Shrady, 
president, Dr. Octerlony was called to the chair, 
Dr. D. 8S. Reynolds, secretary. 

Dr. Shrady’s address was read by Dr. Carpenter, 
and on motion it was ordered that the same be 
printed. 

The committee on necrology (Dr. Dunster, Cole, 
and Edwards), was appointed. The committee re- 
ported the death of Drs. Davis and Cowling dur- 
ing the past year, and requested indulgence for 
the preparation of their report on memoirs, which 
was granted. 

The committee on nomination of officers for 
the ensuing year reported as follows: president, 
Dr. Landon B. Edwards, Richmond, Va.; vice- 
president, Dr. Ralph Walsh, Washington; secre- 
tary, Dr. D. S. Reynolds, Louisville. 

After an interchange of views, the association 
adjourned to meet on the Monday evening pre- 
ceding the annual meeting of the American Med- 
ical association, and at the same place. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL COLLEGE ASSOCIATION, 


The meeting was called to order by the presi- 
dent, Professor S. D. Gross, M. D., of Philadel- 
phia, Professor Leartus Connor, of Detroit, acting 
as secretary. 

On motion, the regular order of business was 
suspended for the purpose of going into the elec- 
tion of officers for the ensuing year. This re- 
sulted in the following selections: 


President.—Professor J. M. Bodine, of the med- 
ical department of the University of Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

Vice-President. — Professor W. T. 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Secretary and Treasurer.—Professor .Leartus Con- 
nor, of Detroit, Mich. 


Briggs, of 


Secretary Connor’s report was then presented 
and received. It shows an increase of two in the 
active membership of the association since the last 
From the reports of the several 
colleges made to the secretary, it appears that 
these institutions had contormed more universally 
and completely with the requirements of the 
association than heretofore, and that everything 
pertaining to their connection with the body was 
entirely satisfactory. 

The report of the committee on medical colleges 
showed that sixty-four catalogues of colleges had 
been examined, and that only sixteen of them had 
failed to come up to the association’s requirements 
in the matter of graduation. It also appeared that 
twenty-two of the colleges had surpassed these re- 
quirements in one or more of the three following 
particulars: First, matriculation examinations; 
second, nine months regular attendance; third, the 
three regular terms required. 

After the transaction of some unimportant busi- 
ness, the association adjourned subject to call of 
the president. 








